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TO l\IRS. HEBER . 

.'\Iv DEAR l\faDA~I, 

I RAVE yielded to the earnest solicitations of many friends, both in 

India and England, to give publicity to the notices contained in my 

private journals of those last days of your beloved and lamented husband, 

in which I consi,ler it the highest honour of my life to have been hi~ 

companion and friend. I did not anticipate, when I first arranged these 

papers for the press, that they wonld exceed a few pages; but, while 

my first object was only to assist and perpetuate the recollections of thoso 

who knew anJ loveJ him here, I was nnwilling to omit any particular, 

of which I could speak from personal knuwlcdge, that might present 

this model ofa Christian Bishop lo the a,lmiration of those to whom, in 

the exercise of his high and holy otlice, he was known only from the 

voice of general fame. 

Permit me to indulge my feelings of persoml rcgarJ am) esteem by 

prefixing your name to the P.ugli,h edition, and to express my hope 

that these pages may be found to snpply ~ome material~ for a l\Iemoir 

of hi~ Life and Character, which the world will anxiously expect from 

your pen. I cannot neglect thi~ opportnnity of publicly eitpressing tho 

grateful sense I shall ever retain of the di,tingnished friendship and 

kindness I experienced dnring my residence in your family, and my 

;;incerc hope th:i.t, \Yhcther in thi~ theatre of his lalcst labours, or in 
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our natirn land, I way be still honoured with a friendsrup mseparably 

as;,ociated in my heart with the name I can never cease to love. 

I remain, my dear l\ladam, 

\Vith sincere re~pect and e~leem, 

Your obliged friend and servant, 

THO:\IJ\S ROBINSON.'" 
Jlllldras, Jul!J lllh, 1620. 



TO 

THE IlRlTlSII lNIIAUITA~ 

OF 

JL\.DRAS AND ITS DEPE.i"'\'DE:SCIES. 

'f1mEE years have now elapsed since you became 

personally acquainted with tbo subject of these pages, and 

in that brief interval through how many scenes of personal 

and private sorrow have we not a!I passed! But one sad 

event of deep and overwhelming interest, in which we wero 

all mourners, is still fresh in ou1· recollection, and even 

private and individual feeling seems to have yielded to tho 

universal grief for our common loss, and the sudden termi• 

nation of his labour·s amongst us. ,vherever he was known, 

:n the wide sphere of his influence and duty, he was followed 

by the admiration and love of all; but I ha,·e a melancholy 

. satisfaction, and, from my present con11exion with you, an 

honest pride in recollecting, that no where was the noble 

simplicity of his mind, and the purity of his Christian 

virtues, more highly and justly ap11reciated than Liy your­

selves. That spoutaneous and universal impression, which 

the intercourse of a few weeks had excited, has deepened 



into a holier ancl more permanent feeling, by the shock of 

his sudden removal-an event in which all have mourned, 

not so much for a public loss, as for an individual bereave­

ment. All fee! the same anxiety, so natural lo the surviving 

admirers of departed excellence, to possess some record of 

his short and splendid career-a relick rather of his mind 

than of his person-and especially some notice of his LAST 

DAYs, made illustrious by his more abundant labours 

amongst you, and crowded with subjects of such immediate 

wterest to yourselves. 

In the following pages I have not aimed at presenting 

you with a picture of his accomplished mind, or sought to 

interest you in the numberless and varied acquirement~ of 

his ext~nsive genius; it would indeed have been a needless 

task, since it has been already faithfully portrayed by an 

abler and a dearer hand: but I have been deeply solicitous 

to commend to your imitation and regard this belo\"ed ,\ postle 

of the East, in his self-denying exertions,-his humble 

labours,-his devoted spirit,-his heavenly mind. Still less 

have I attempted to draw his character; for there were 

some features so fine and delicate, and of such changing 

beauty, that it would require his own exquisite pencil and 

his own beautiful imagination to portray them accurately. 

The simple extracts from my private journals addressed to 

a part of my family then distant, and connected as they aro 

with this object of your love and reverence, will, I trust, bo 
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s.cc-?ptable, as affording a fuller description of his own 

apostolical labours, and somewhat of greater minuteness in 

the record of his religious feelings and reflections. The 

delineation of both these by his own pen was rendered 

impossible; the first, by his great natural modesty in what­

ever concerned his own exertions; and the last, by that 

sensibility ef mind which shrunk from any thing like an 

exhibition of spiritual anatomy, even in private and confi-

dential letters, ~ 

I feel, also, that I owe much of the distinguished attention 

and personal kindness with which you honoured me on my 

arrival, to the memory of him under whose auspices I was 

first introduced to your regard ; and, while endeavouring to 

-carry into effect the plans originating with his pious and 

benevolent mind, I cannot forbear this public expression of 

my gratitude, both for the liberal support of government, 

and for your own personal encouragement and assistance. 

This, indeed, has been my chief inducement in acceding­

lo the wish expressed by many, of extending, beyond the 

limits of my own private circle, the detail of those las~ 

memorable scenes in which I bore so deep and mournful a 

share ; nor can I better express my sense of what is my 

duty towards you, than by labouring in every way for the 

furtherance of your religious interests. 

It has pleased Goel, whose wars are unsearchable, to 

r,;movc from among you, him whom we yet mourn 1 and 
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thus to deprive you of the bright pattern his conduct 

affor<lc<l. But, though he is no longer permitted to preside 

over the ministration of your public services, I would fain 

introduce him to your domestic circles as a silent monitor, 

where he, being dead, may yet speak to you; and, in this 

hope, I shall feel that the hours devoted to these interesting 

recollections will not have been spent in vain. 

T. R. 



JOURN·AL, 

&c. 

August 15th, 1825. Monday, Bombay harbour-011 
board the Cruizer Discovery. 

Once more I find myself on the bosom of the broad deep. 
This morning all the heads of departments met the Bishop 
at breakfast, at government-house, in the fort, and then 
attended him to the dock, where we embarked at ten. 
For three hours (from the total failure of wind) there was 
great danger of our running aground: had we drawn three 
feet more, we must have struck. But the great exertions of 
our captain got us clear off, and we arc now only just within 
sight of the light-house.-Farewell then, Bombay-pro­
bably for ever. 

August 23d, Lat. 7° 37'. ,v c are in the gulf of l\linar, 
where you remember rolling about on our return from 
Calcutta; the weather fine, and every prospect of reaching 
Point de Galle on Thursday. It is not safe to run into 
Columbo, so that we must have a double journey by land. 
The government there are expecting us, and have probably 
sent carriages and elephants for us. 

August 25th, Point de Galle, Thursday. At day-break 
we found ourselves close to the roads; but it wa:s very rainy 
and inclined to blow hard, and, without a pilot, it would 
not have been safe to enter the inner harbour. ,ve fired 

B 
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guns several times for a pilot, and about eight we had one 
on board, but the ship had run so near the flag-staff, that it 
was necessary to anchor before he reached us; the captain 

anchored therefore in the spot laid down in the printed 
directions. • Owing to some neglect i~• the editor of the 
book, this was just the point of greatest danger. There 
was a rock to our head, and a rock on each side. ,ve lay 
there till three o'clock in great jeopardy, when, after the 
greatest efforts in warping the ship upon another anchor, 
we got her under way, and, thus escaping the rocks, reached 
the inner harbour in safety. At breakfast-time the acting 
archdeacon {l\lr. Glenie,) the Rev. l\lr. l\layor (a Church 
missionary,) and two othn gentlemen, came on board, and, 
though the day was most uncomfortable, we had some very 
pleasant talk. l\lr. l\layor is a brother of an old college 

friend, a very excellent and valuable man. Every body, 
however, was too sick, and in too much suspense, to enjoy 
each other's society much. l\lost thankful are we to have 
escaped the peril in which we were, and to be thus merci­
fully preserved in tl,e midst of clangers which we can 
J.teither control nor foresee. "' e landed under a double 
:-alute from the fort and our own ship, and were received 
in the house of the collector, l\Ir. Sansoni, an Italian gentle­
man in the Ceylon service. The principal families assem­
bled at dinner to meet the Bishop, and I never saw greater 
or more cordial hospitality. ,ve cannot move to-morrow 
(Friday,) and therefore the Ilishop thinks of spending 
Sunday at Baddigam (;\Ir. l\layor's station, tweh-e miles 

off, a little out of our way to Columbo,) and thence pro­
ceeding on our journey on l\londay. The visitation is 
lixed for Thursday, the 1st of September. You remember 

we lay one day within sight of Galle. It is a neat small 
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purl, very clean, and the houses n1ud1 resemble the Dutch 

houses at Cochin. 'fhe coast is most beautiful, the harbour 

small and exposed, and the surf, which comes up close to 

our house, exceedingly grand. The waves arc at this 

moment deafening. I am thus thrown upon a new coast at 

the extremity of India, among straagcrs, but surrounded by 

mercies, ancl in a· scene full of interest. 

August 2Gth. The archdeacon came to breakfast, and 

we had a long and interesting consultation with the llishoµ 

on several points of great importance. I say we, because 

the Bishop kindly admits me int<, his counsds on such 

occasions, and in l\Ir. Glcnie I find one with whom I can 

think and act with perfect union. He is a sound Church­

man, and with an honest and well-directed zeal in the great 

cause of Christianity. It seems that the king's go,·crnment 

give the Bishop of Calcutta £300 at his visitation, lo dispose 

of as he pleases in any of the numerous claims upon his 

Christian benm•olence. It is therefore a point of importance 
to him how to dispose of this to the best advantage, and no 

.Jess so to think of it early, lest the right time for its 

application should go by. The archdeacon has been a 
very inrlustrious superintendent of the government schools 

among the natives, and active in the promotion of education 

generally. The great want is a set of native teachers, 

properly qualified both in Cingalcsc and English ; and lH! 

is anxious for this end to establish boarding schools (what 

we should call grammar schools,) to raise up a regular 

supply of such men, some of whom might eventually br: 

employed as missionaries. The Society for Promoting 

Christian l\.nowlcdgc have written out to him, to say that 

they arc desirous of leaving the supply of missionaries to 

ti1c other Society (P. G.,) and that thf'y arc ready to 



a11~wcr any demands he may make on them for tlie support 

nf sc!iools. Schools do already exist in great numbers 
1hroughout the island, but without more efficient teachers 

- ,hey will be comparatively of little use. llesides, govern­
ment will support the present schools; and, the machinery 
being in existence, it is most desircable to use it, with such 
aids and appliances as will make it efficient. Here is, 
; hcrcforc, a double want of masters for inferior schools, and 
of a placr of education for native teachers of religion, called 
here proponents. The archdeacon's plan of a central 
~rammar school will supply the first; aud why should not 
Bisltop's College, receiving into its walls the most promising 
youths from that school, supply the othcr1 I took the 
liberty of proposing, therefore, that all the funds of the 
Christian Knowledge Society should be applied to the sup­
port of the grammar school, and that the Bishop should 
give the w!tolc of his £300 to the promotion of the same 

,>bject within the college, either in founding a Cingalese 
scholarship, or a Cingalesc readership (native of course), 
for ever. Not that £300 would be sufficient, but there 
seems no doubt that the Ceylon government would mPet the 
Bishop half way, and, if he give £300, they will add £300 
more-so well disposed arc they to this good work. The 
~ood of this alone would be great, with God's blessing; but 
·.rhat a noble example will this be to quote to the govern­
ment of India! I think this wm be done. 

The archdeacon tells us there are eight or nine Ameri­
can missionaries in the island, who arc diligently cmployccl, 

wi_th prospects of great usefulness, and having ~!ready a 
church of about one hundred converts from heathenism, 
many of them giving every evidence of real religion. His 

Majesty's Government has ordered that no further mission-
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'1ries shall come from America, and the missionaries now 
here intend, as their present members disappear, to resign 
their field to the Church Missionary Society. This will 

be a noble acces~ion of strength to our Church ; and this, 
by-the-bye, makes the proposed system of education more 
necessary for us. The number of nominal Christians in 
the island is represented as ,·cry large, chiefly from the 
wretched system pursued by the Dutch. They employed 
no man in any office who did not profess Christianity. 
The consequence was such as might be expected; the 
provinces on the coast arc all oYcr-run with vagabonds, 
who arc married and baptizcd, and beyond this know no­
thing of our religion, and at the same time attend the 
Boodh temples. Under our government many of these arc 
lately throwing off the mask and declaring themselves hea­
thens: this is a better state. \Vith regard to the state of 
the native mind, it is a mistake to imagine that they arc 

• not less attached to caste than the natives of India. They 
ha,·c fewer prrjudices from a false thf:ology and philoso­
phy, nor is there any where a more promising field for 
Christian exertion: but, then, the measures taken now will 
decide much of the character of those labours, and the 
hope of their permanent effects. 

Mr. Stoop, a \Veslcyan missionary, a \"cry pleasing, in­
teresting young man, called on the Bishop this morning. 
I was called off and had time only for a few words. l\Iy 
duties as chaplain arc now beginning, and I ha,·c any thing 
but an idle life ; every thing is referred to me for the 
Bishop's consideration, and, while this takes up a good deal 
of time, it puts me in possession of all points of interest, 
such as I most wish to be informed of. This evening the 

archdeacon and I \l"alkcd up to l\Jrs. Gibson's schools. 
n~ 
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She is the wife of a respectable rncrchant here, who has 
founded a noble school for sixty natives, boys and girls, 
where they arc taught, and boarded, and employed. It 

stands on a hill, o\·erlooking the country to a great extent, 
and commanding the harbour and the fort. It is a lovely 
spot, and the establishment is very noble. The children 
appear neat, cheerful, and industrious; the boys are taught 
several trades, such as carpenters, taylors, and shoemakers; 
and the girls arc employed in embroidery, &c. The beau­
ties of the place, both natural ancl moral, make it a very 
delightful scene. 

August 2ith. A letter from l\Ir. l\layor last night, de­
scribing the bacl state of the roads to Baddigam, has deter­
mined the Ilishop to relinquish his former plan ; to spend 
:Sunday here, and proceed on l\Ionclay at once to Columbo; 
and to visit Baddigam, and consecrate the church there, 
•m his return to this place. There is a very good Dutch 
church here, which is used also by the English, and the 
Bishop will confirm, preach, and administer the Lord's 

supper there on Sunday morning. This morning we have 
had an interesting meeting of the Ilible Society for thls 
district, at which the Bishop presided, and which was very 
numerously attended both by EuropcaRs and native Chris-

1ians. The Bishop spoke at great length in opening the 
meeting, telling them of the number of Protestant churches 
which he himself had seen, and encouraging them to meet 
the call for Christian exertion so largely made on them in 
this island. His speech was impressive and good. At the 
close of the meeting the Bishop called to him a Cingalesc 
interpreter, ancl through him addressed the natives present, 
on the nature and value of the institution, on the excellence 
of the Bible, and their duty in receiving it and giving it to 



others. It has been a very gratifying, and, l trust, not au 

unprofitable morning. 
August 28th, Sunday. The congregation at church was 

large, and ,·ery much resembling (only larger) the one you 
remember at Coe/tin. The Bishop's sermen was on the 
gospel of the day, the good Samaritan. He preached from 
his own scat, after confirming about forty persons, twelve 
of whom were natives. About half of the sermon was ex­
tempore, adapted to the occasion and very admirable, full 
of life and t>nergy. It was an affectionate appeal to those 
just confirmed, especially with regard to their attendance 
at the sacrament. His extempore speaking is equal to his 
written discourses, and hardly to be distinguished from 
them. I preached in the evening to nearly an equal con­
gregation. I leave this place with real regret, especially 
the family of the Layards and our hospitable host. 

August 29th. ,ve left Galic at four, and came twenty 
miles to breakfast; and after resting three hours, proceeded 
eighteen more to dinner, Our style of uavclling is quite 
princely. Our own party consists of six palanquins, and 
four gentlemen accompany the Eishop. \V c are preceded 
by fifty Cingalese javelin-men, a flag, and a band of native 
music. The road for many miles (indeed the whole way, 
with very few interruptions) is hung on each side with 
wreaths of palm. Every eight or ten miles there are tra­
vellers' bungalows, called here rest-liouses, on a large plan, 
and with excellent accommodations of every kind. ,v e 
found coffee prepared at one of these, half way to break­
fast; and they arc all adorned, in honour of the Bishop, 
with leaves and branches of palm very tastefully arranged 
round the pillars, &c., and the roof adorned with flowers 

and a very exquisite kind of moss peculiar to this island. 
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Our breakfast was very splendid, and was given by the 
heatl Jl[oodeliar of Galle-so the chief native civil servants 
are callctl here. ,v e dined and arc going to sleep at a 

place called Ben-tott, which terminates Mr. Sansoni's dis­
trict; anti he leaves us here and returns to Galle. 

It woultl be quite in vain to attempt any description of 
the beauties of the road. ,ve travel within one hundred 
yards of the sea all the way, sometimes retreating from it 
a little farther, and then it suddenly breaks upon us again. 
It is a made road through groves of palm of every descrip­
tion ;-but do not figure to yourself any thing lik~ the 
tlrive through the woods in Bombay. The cocoa, the 
palmyra, and the areca arc so beautifully mixed with a 
thousand other trees, and shrubs, and creepers of every 
description, that nothing can exceetl the beauty and rich­
ness of the foliage. Here anti there the thick forest of 
trees is broken by a stretch of open ground in cultivation, 
or by a small fresh-water lake only just separated from the 
sea, or a beautiful river flowing into it. Our rest-house 
to-night stands on the bank of such a river, anti nothing 
can be more sweetly beautiful. They tell us that the in­
terior of the island is still more picturesque. It may be, 
from the addition of noble hills to wootl anti water; but it 
is difficult, while we are here, to conceive any thing more 
charming. Every eight or ten miles we meet with a school, 
either supported by government or established by the 
missionaries, and the school-rooms are used as preaching­
houses by the native proponents. The government schools 
are a noble foundation, but almost useless for want of a 
regular system of subordinate. inspection. Something must 

be done to remetly this deficiency. 
August 30th, Columbo. The chief secretary, l\Ir, Rod-
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uey, (son of the great Rodney,) met us at our first stage 
this morning;, and entertained our party very hospitably a\ 

breakfast, in the little fort of Caltura-a pleasant and se­

questered spot, on a gentle hill, in the immediate neigh• 

bourhood of the sea, and on the southern bank of a noble 

river. The fort is now no ionger a place of defence, being 
used only by l\Ir. Rodney as an occasional residence, but 

yet proudly asserted its former character by receiving the 
Bishop with a salute from its walls. Ilis lordship was 

delighted with the repose and beauty of the scene; and 
after breakfast. having crossed the river in boats, l\lr. 

Rodney drove us in his carriage ten miles, to the village 
where the governor's carriage and four were waiting for us. 
The road was adorned, as before, with wreaths of palm, 
and every here and there triumphal arches of the same 
light and fairy stl'ucture were thrown up by the natives 
with great taste. Sir Edward Barnes's English horses 

(magnificent creatures) brought us into Columbo, wherct 
we drove at once to the archdeaconry, which had been 
prepared for the Bishop's reception; an excellent house 
on the border of a beautiful lake, and commanding a fine 
view of the sea beyond. In the evening we went to a small 

party of heads of departments at the gornrnor's, whose 
residence is called the Ring's House. 

August 31st. The whole morning till three o'clock was 
occupied with recc,iving visiters and making arrangements 
for the visitation. The clergy paid their respects to his 
lordship, and among tha rest Christian Da\'id, a nati\·e of 

Tanjore, who received orders from the Uishop in Calcutta. 

He is about fifty years old, shrewd, clever, and in his 
native language (Tamil,) in which he preaches constantly, 

hl' i~ said to he powerful and eloquent, The llishop says 
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his English se1·111ons am very good, and that his examina­
tion for ord1;:rs was highly honourable to him. I have had 
some very interesting talk with him about his venerable 

master, the apostolic Swartz, who was his father's god­
father, and on whom Christian David waited when a boy. 

He has many anecdotes of his journeys with him through 
the Tanjore country, when it was over-run by Hydcr's 
troops, but when the general reverence for the character 
of the good Fatlier (as he was emphatically called) enabled 
him to pursue his peaceful labours even in the midst of war. 
I will mention one of these, as characteristi,: of the simple 

manners and habitual piety of this great model for all Chris­

tian missionaries. They had been travelling all day on horse­
back, and, arriving at a small village at sunset, the good man 
sat down under a tree and conversed with the natives who 
came round him, while his horsekeepcr was cooking their 
evening meal. ,vhen the rice and curry were spread on 

the plantain leaf, Swartz stood up to ask a blessing on the 
food they were going to share, and to thank God for watch­
ing over them through the dangers of the day, and provid­

ing so richly for their repose and comfort. His heart was 

foll of gratitude, and expressed itself in the natural elo­
quence of prayer and prnise. The poor boy for some time 
repressed his impatience, but his hunger at last overpowered 

his respect for his master, and he ventured to expostulate 
and to remind him that the curry would be cold. Ile de­

scribes very touchingly the earnestness and solemnity of 
the reproof he received. ",vhat !" said he, '' shall our 

gracious God watch over us through the heat and burden 
of the day, and shall we devour the food IT e provides for 
us at night with hands which we have never raised ill 

i,rnycr, anrl lips whirh have never praised him!" 



l\Ir. De Saram, a native of this island, who was educated 
at Oxford, is another of the regular clergy here. Several 
Church missionaries, and three of the ,v esleyan connexion, 

called this morning, and all seemed delighted with their 
reception. How indeed could they fail to be impressed by 
the amiable and delightful manners of the Bishop, who, 
while he distinguishes those of his own communion by more 
marked attention, extends the same affability and kindness 
to all ! 

This morning the visitation took place at St. Peter's 
Church in the fort, when the archdeacon preached a most 
excellent, plain, practical sermon, and the Bishop delivered 
his charge to the clergy, both chaplains and missionaries, 
twelve in number. ,ve dined together in the evening, and 
the whole services of the day haYe been full of interest and 
delight. I have never seen so many together, so united in 
heart and object, since I left England. The good Bisho!l 
told us some most interesting missionary anecdotes of his 
llindoostan journe-y, and- the party left us after evening 
prayers. 

It is impossible to tell you with what feelings of affection 
and obedience he is regarded by all: lUr. Lambrick, the 
eldest of the Church missionaries, and l\Ir. ,v ard, said to 
me as they went away-" This is the golden age of the 
Church restored : this is indeed the spirit of a primitive 
Bishop." 

September 2d. The whole of this morning I have spent 
with l\Ir. l\foyart, l\Ir. Layard's brother-in-law, to whorn 

I drove by appointment, collecting very valuable information 
concerning different stations in the island. l\ly objert is to 
get all I can of this sort, and then digest it into a kind of 

ecclesiastical map for the Bishop. All I have heard and 
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seen induces me to believe that both the Church mission and 
the American are good and promising. Their missionarie:; 
are devoted, apostolic men, witb nothing secular in their 

character and system, unwearied and unterrified, and keeping 
up over their converts (which are not few) a vigilant super­
intendence and the strictest discipline. ,v ould to God our 
missions were all like these! 

Before dinner I had a pleasant drive through the Cinna­
mon Gardens, as the plantations are called where the shrub 
is cultivated by government. The perfume from the tree 
is so slight that we have a great controversy whether we 
can smell it at all. The shrub is much like the common 
laurel, The government have a monopoly of it, but it 

yields only a trifling revenue.,., The islan<l is far from 
rich, an<l the population (nobody knows why) is decreasing. 
'l'he air of Columbo is the finest I have known in India, 
though only seven degrees from the line. i\ly Persian 

moonshee amused us with his amazement at the quantity 
of cinnamon, and the glee with which he wrote to his 
friends in Sheeraz that he had boiled a fowl with the wood, 
which is there esteemed so precious. The Bishop and I 
had a long walk in the verandah after tea, and much con­
fidential talk on the state of things here. 

September 3d. The Bishop has been with the governor 
this morning, and has laid before him his wishes with regard 
to schools. It is a subject of great difficulty, and has 
occupied many hours of consultation since we haYe been 

here. The governor is ready to do what:!ver his lordship 
suggests. He agrees to place whatever sum is now spent 
annually on this object, and something more, at the disposal 

~ Sec Bcrtolacci's View of Ceylon, p. 239-2;j5, 
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ilf the archdeacon, wlto is to liaue tltc control of tl,c 

5gstcm. To that sum the Bishop promises, in the name of 

the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, to add a 

further sum for the maintenance of good English masters 

in twenty of these schools. The whole number of govern­

ment schools is one hundred. The native proponents 

will be placed under ecclesias.tical jurisdiction ; and tw'b 

will be added to their number of a superior class, whom 

the Bishop will put into deacons' orders next year, as 

Inspecting Proponents. Tl1e governor enters into his 

view of founding a Cingalcsc teachership, and recommends 

referring it to his majesty's government to found it entirely 
with tltcir own money. I have not time nor space to enter 

into a variety of details on these points, but this will be 

sufficient to give you a general idea of the Bishop's plans. 

There is only one thing more to mention before the week 

closes, and that a very important one, the subject of 

general prayer-meetings. It appears that a monthly meet­

ing of this sort exists in the place, of all denominations, 

and both clerical and lay. The archdeacon has been re­

quested to join it, but has withheld his name, and has been 

consulting the Bishop about it to-night. l\ly feelings you 

know, and they were exactly those of his lord ship; you will 

find them admirably expressed in a letter of Mr. Scott's. 

The good, however, of such meetings here is greater than 

in England, because they arc very useful to the different 

missionaries for conference on the subject of their labours. 

'.fhe Bishop is anxious to propose to them something that 

• may get rid of the evils \'cry frequently resulting from the 

system, such as a conference at each other's houses, where, 

in the absence of a. clergyman, the master of the house, as 

the priest of the family, may lead the devotions. :For our 

C 



own Cln,rch he is disposed to establi,11 montl1ly or quartrrl.) 

meetings on my father's plan, which I gave him. The 
dergy are to dine here after the confirmation next Thursday, 

and he then means to propose it, and commence it himself 

in the chair. 
September 4th, Sunday. The Bishop preached this 

morning to a crowded church, and every sermon I hear from 
him seems better than the last. It may be because I know 
liim bettc1· and love him more. 

September 6th. Every day teems with interest in this 

highly favoured island. At day-break this morning I at­

tended his lordship to Cotta, six miles off, the principal 
Church missionary station, where they arc intending to 
establish a Christian institution for the island. The resident 
missionary there naw is Mr. Lambrick, an excellent, active, 

vigorous man, of advanced age, formerly a tutor at Eton, 

and now more honourably employed. It happens that one 

missionary from each of the other stations, Jaffna, Bad­
tligam, and Candy, are now there for their annual consul­
tation on the affairs of their mission. It is a beautiful 
sequestered spot, very· much resembling Cotyam, in Tra~ 
vancore. The house stands on a gentle eminence on the 

borders of a lake, the banks of which, on all sides, arc 
covered with trees and verdure. ,ve crossed the water in 

a boat beautifully ornamented with palm, in which we were 
received by two clergymen, who conducted us to the house. 
On the entrance, his lordship was receirnd by the five 

missionaries present; and Mr. Lambrick read an address, 
in the name of all, most touchingly and admirably worded, 
expressive of their joy at ranging themselves under his 

paternal authority, their gratitude for his kindness, their 

thankfulness for his present visit, and at seeing a friend, 11. 



protector, and a father in their lawful superior, and t111, •. 

layin~ before him the account of their state and prnspects. 

l a~sure you it was neither read nor heard without tears. 

The llishop (who had had no previous intimation of their 

purpose) returned a most kind and affectionate answer, 

attaching to himself still more strongly the hearts which 

were already his own. Ilis utterance was ready, and only 

checked hy .the strong emotion of the time. The sceno 

was to me (an honoured spectator of the whole) most 

heautiful. "' e were embowered in the sequestered woods 

of Ceylon, in the midst of _[_I heathen population, and yet 

here was a transaction worthy of the apostolic age; a 

Christian Bishop, his heart full of lorn and full of zeal for 

the cause of his Divine l\Iaster, received in his proper 

character by a body of missionaries of his own Church, 

who with full confidence and affection ranged themselves 

under his authority as his servants and fellow.Jabourers­

men of devoted piety, of sober wisdom, whose labours were 

at that moment before us, and whose reward is in heaven. 

lt realized my ideas of true missionary labour. Immediately 
after the a1IJress we went into the house to family prayers . 

. \Jr. L:unbrick read a chapter of Isaiah (the G:Jd,) and the 

nisliop prayPd, ri'peating, according to his custom, a selec­

tion of the Chnrch prayers, and introducing before the 

thank~gi,·in~, a prayer for that in,titution, and all that were 

1·11(!:age,l in its ,-crvicP. ,v e then breakfasted, and afte1· 

lireakfa,,t tlw schools were collected in the large, open, 
,overed ,pace b<!fure thfl house, which is used as a place 

for prc;.ching. The l;ishop examined them all, and spoke 
11> tl11•m, ancl c~tcchizcd them. 'l'liere were, I think, about 
•11 o h:.in,lred pre,;cnt. ,\ l twelve o'clock we returned horn~ 

- -tlir.: Di,hop r('joicing in wlrnt he had seen, an<l I rejoicing 



in the privilege of sharing his joy. ". ould to God every 
missionary station could exhibit the same beautiful sight of 

1.eal and Church order strengthening and adorning each 

other! 
September 7th. This has been a very busy and fatiguing 

day: I tremble for our dear Bishop's strength. ,v e had 
a long meeting of the District Committee of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge in the morning, after 

which the Bishop went to visit l\Ir. Armour's seminary-a 
government central school placed under that gentleman's 

superinten<lence, where Europeans and natives are excel­
lently taught English, Portuguese, Tamil, and Cingalese. 
His lordship examined one hundred and fifty-nine boys, 

and it was four hours before we got home. 
September 8th. A most happy day, and happily con­

duded. In the morning the Bishop held a confirmation ; 

there were two hundred and ten candidates-about equal 

numbers of English, Portuguese, Cingalese, and Tamil. 
lt was a noble and affecting sight, to see so many of difi'erent 
nations and languages joined as one family, and owning 
allegiance to one common Father. The llishop went 
1hrough the whole service both in English and Portuguese 
himself. The effect on all, of his ofiiciating in the latter, 

was electric; every heart felt it. In the other languages 
1he respective natirn miuisters interpreted, reading iu 
Tamil an<l Cingalese the prayers he otTered in English. 
lie dcli,·ered his address from the pulpit, so that the whole 
congregation, which was nry large, might hear him. 

\Vhen we came home, he told me he had never witnessed 
so delightful a service, and never felt his heart so much 

interested for the candidates on any occasion. It was 

c\"ident, indeed, from his whole appearance at the altar. 



All were ~truck with his fathel"iy manner, and his deep 

seriousness in the imposition of hands. He repeated the 
form of blessing once for each circle at the rails, but ove1· 

each child he breathed a silent prayer while he laid his 

hand on its head. It is impossible to tell you how he is 
beloved and honoured here ; but I begin seriously to trem­

ble for his life. It seems hardly possible for his frame 
(which is but slight) to bear long such labour. Into every 

detail of business, as well as into these solemn and public 
services, he throws the whole power of his active mind, 

anxiously investigating all that is brought before him, am! 

devising plans of more extended usefulness. 
This evening the clergy (all the missionaries of the 

Church included) dined with him; and after dinner he 
proposed the formation of a clerical mceti11g, on a plan for 

many years adopted by my father, and which, at his lord­

~hip's request, I had previously detailed to him. It was 

joyfully acceded to, and I acted as secretary in writing 
clown the rules as he proposed them. In the prayers which 
followed, he offered up a fervent petition for its continuance 
and success,justly calling it a primitive and almost apostolic 
usage. It was delightful to me to hear the public testimony 

to my beloved father's wisdom and piety from one so 
capable of appreciating his character. I had been unwell 

in the morning, and was lying on my bed when the Bishop 
came into my room to discuss the subject. It led us natur­

ally to converse on his many excellencies; and on my 

remarking that I had often felt ashamed when I contrasted 
my own ample income with the scanty provision which such 

a man had received from the Church, he said, while his 
r')"C'5 filler) with tears-" \Vhat then ought I to feel!" 

SrptcmbCI' 9th, 1825. This morning I called on the 

C ':! 



W csleyan m1ss1on:1ries, and visited and examined tht·11· 

central school. They have an excellent chapel adjoining 
the mission-house, with a noble school-room. Their con­

gregations, I believe, arc generally good; but I was rather 
disappointed with the appearance of the school. I delivered 
:i. kind message to them from the Bishop, who would have 

\'isited them if he could have found a leisure hour. They 
have just received a great accession of strength, in the 
arrival of a young man of education from England, to 
superintend the school on a superior plan. 

September 10th. This evening we had a pleasant clerical 

dinner at the archdeacon's, and were all heartily glad to 
get to bed early; we have a busy day to-morrow, and the 

labours of the week have given us but little rest. The 

c1uestion of the government schools is yet before the Bishop, 
and still is most perplexing. I cannot tell you the manifold 

difficulties that are in the way. I was with his lordship in 

dose conference this afternoon for four hours, and the way 
seems somewhat clearer than it was. I ventured to press 

strongly upon him tho necessity of bending his chief attention 
to raising the character and efficiency of the native propo­
nents, choosing suitable men for that office, holding out to 
some the hope of promotion to the orders of the Church, 
aud promising two of the best, that, when he returns, he will 

;;ive them deacons' orders, if their conduct seems to deserve 
it, and then keeping them several years as probationers 

before they are admitted priests, This I hope will have a 

go.>d effect on the whole body, making them active superin­

tendents of the schools in their several districts, and provid­
ing also a nursery for the native priesthood hereafter. 

Scptcmlier 11th, Sunday. \Vhen I tell you that at seven 

1his morning the Bishop attended the l\lalabar Church, and 



pronounced the benediction in Tamil-that he prcache<l 

a sermon fur the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

in Foreign Parts, at the English Church in the fort, at 

eleven, and administered the sacrament to upwards of two 

hundre<l communicants-that at four he attended the Cin­

galcsc Church, and delivered the blessing in that language 

-and, at half-past six, the English scrvirc in the fort-you 

will not wonder that we arc <'xhaustcd. I have had indeed 

but little tu do, having only read prayers, but the excite­

ment and interest in the servir.cs of such a day arc in 

themselves fatiguing. The i\lalabar Church was to me the 

most interesting. It was tlw first time I had ever seen a 
regular church of native Christians, or heard our venerable 

liturgy in any language but our own. Here was a most 

orderly and respectable congregation of eighty or ninety 

persons, with several females of good family, covered with 

rich jewels, anrl all ju\ning with great attention anrl ap­

parent devotion in the responses of the snvicc. Ilis lord­

ship was particularly pleased with the singing of tlic psalms 

in Tamil tu the old German tune~. Christian David well 

deserves the character I had heard of him, and is indeetl 

an admiralilc preacher; his manner is eloquent, and his 

in!luencc over his own countrymen appears considerable'. 

The effect upon the people, of our Bishop presiding in the 

church and pronouncing the blessing in their own tongue, 

was excellent. The Cingalcsc service was also interesting. 

lt is performed in a Dutch church, called lVolfe11darf-a 

noble simple building, in the for~ of a Greek cross, with a 

eentral dome. 1\lr. De Saram ofi'lciated, and his father, 

one of the chief mooclcliars, was present. After the ser­

vice, the llish'Jp went up and shook hands with the old 

man, who was quite delighted with this mark of kindness 



28 

and consideration. His lordship was almost overcome wi1li. 

his feelings at the altar thi:. morning, especially in tl1e 
prayers after the communion. I said, as we drove home, 

"I fear you arc exhausted." He said, "I am tired indeed, 
but I would give some years of my life for such days as 
this." 

September 12th. ,ve had a public meeting this morning 
at the king's house, to consider of the best means to forward 

I 

the views opened by the Bishop's sermon yesterday, and 
for collecting funds in aid of Bishop's College. It was 

agreed to found a Cingaleso teachership; and, if more ii, 

subscribed than answers that end, to devote it to the general 
purposes of the college. The Bishop has given the whole 
of his £300 towards it ; and though the meeting was very 

small, yet upward~ of £250 were subscribed, in addition to 

the collection yesterday. I have been preparing a report 
for the press, to he circulated through the island, and a 

large increase of funds is expected from the smaller sta• 

tions. 
September 13th. The Church missionaries sent me 

yestcn.Iay their address to the Bishop, and with it a paper 
of questions, which they wished to refer to his decision, 

chiefly with respect to the prayer meeting (which I men­
tioned before) and some other missionary difficulties. lie 
has been answering these queries this morning; and the 
Jetter i:. so a<lmirnble, and not only explains his sentiments 

on this i11_1portant and difficult subject, but illustrates so 
fully the spirit and temper of his pastoral character, that I 

,end you a copy of it.* 
To-morrow morning we start for Candy. The governor 

"Vide Appendix. 



Jri,·cs the Bishop in his buggy, &nd I go with Mrs. Hebel' 

in a palanquin carriage. Six rclaJs of horses are on the 

road, and we expect to reach Candy (seventy-eight miles) 

on Thursday morning. \\' ll shall all be glad of the com­

parative rest whicl1 this excursion will give us. 

It is much to be rcgrettod that the Bishop's time will not 

allow him to visit all the subordinate stations in the island; 

but this is impossible. The most interesting, perhaps, of 

those he will not have seen, arc Jajfua, Trincomalce, and 
Battica[oa. 

The pro\'ince of Ja.ffna is said to contain 180,000 in­

habitants; of whom 15-1,000 arc Heathens, 15,000 :\Iussul­

mans, 10,000 Roman Catholics, and 1500 Protr:stants. 

The people in general arc described as industrious ancl 

intelligent, ancl better husbandmen than the nati\'es of the 

other districts. They ha\'e excellent crops of rice and 

other grain, and cultivate the palmyra in great abundance, 

with comparatively fow cocoa-nuts. A little Portuguese is 

spoken, but a very corrupt and mongrel dialect; the pre­

vailing language is Tamil, which extends indeed along the 

whole coast of the island, from l\"egumbo ,v. to Combokenar 

E. 'fhe s\.mcrican missionaries ha,·c five stations in this 

pro-..iucc; and one of the most judicious arrangements of 

tlwir system is, that while tlH'y dhid1: their strength, and 

thus extend their uspfulnes,;, tlwir stations arc not more than 

five miles distant from each other, so that, for all purposes 

requiring immediate co-operation, they can without difficulty 

consult together, and thus concentrate tlic;r forces with 

advantage. At Battacotta they ham establishc1l n central 

;chool, where the elements of geography, astronomy, English 

grammar, and arithmetic arc taught, and the students of 

which arc chosen from the boarding schools, to Le trained 
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up a3 catechists, readers, and school-mastc1·s. Pandatcripo, 

Ooddoi•illc, and llla11ipacc arc inferior stations. In the first 

of these there is a large Roman Catholic congregation, with 

a priest from Goa; and in the second, :Mrs. ,vinslow, the 

wife of thC' missionary, has a flourishing fC'male school. 

'fhc boardin~ schools, both for girls ancl boys, which form 

the nursery for llatticotta, arc established at 1'il(ipalli, 

ancl arc supplied with scholars from the other iuft.rior stations. 

There is much to admire and imitate in the whole of tl1i~ 

system. 

The station occupied by the Church Missionary Society 

in thi~ district, ttn<l whcro two ordnincrl ch!rgymcn reside, i., 

Nelloar. It is nbottt twenty miles from Point Pedro, and 

is famous for a great temple of Candi 8wami, whose annual 

festival, in July, is numerously attended. I <lo not hear that 

there aro any learno1l men among tho prlests of the temple. 

'fho establishment of our missionaries there is very promis­

ing, and tho Bishop was much pleased with the accounts 

which he reccivccl fru:n l\fr. !\.night and l\fr. Ad!cy, of the 

hopeful appcaranco of their infant church. 'fhey 1:ave 

eight •chools, which contain two humlrer.1 and eighty boys, 

aud twenty-live girls; one Sunday school for girJ5 1 ten of 

whom arc also daily instructed in reading am\ uee<llc-work 

uy ;\lr, .. \dlcy; aud one boanliug school for infl'rior 

branches of education, into which boys arc generally drafted 

from the inferior day-schools. The numucr of boys tlu:re 

at present i~ ninetccu, Christian David's church, to wl,ich 

he is regularly appointed as colonial chaplain, is ahout one 

mile 1rom the fort of Jajf,w, anti said to be numerously 

attended. Ilc has a good catechist, and a respectable 

school. During his absence at Columbo, his cluty here has 

lately been supplied bY, Mr. l\.night. There nrc al~o two 
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or tlm,e smallC'r congregations aloug the coast, particularly 

at lllina,·, which he \'isits occasionally. 
At 'l'-rincomalcc, our chief naval station in the Indian 

seas, the Rev. l\Ir. Lyon is chaplain to the forces. We 
have no missionary there connectc<l with our Church, nor 

,loes it appear, from the accounts the Bishop receives of 

it, that there is much encouragement for any Christian 

exertions among the native population. They are said to 
be greatly <lcmoralized, and of late years have decreased 

considerably. 
The most promising field of labour on the eastern coast, 

is in the district of Batticaloa, extending about one hundred 

miles in length, from the Fergul River N. to Combokcnar 

S., and twelve or fifteen miles broa<l. The number of 
inhabitants rather exceeds 30,000, two-thirds of whom 

perhaps arc l\lussulmans. They are generally poor an<l 
ignorant, but their moral character is superior to that of 

the other districts. The influence of caste is but small, 
and the persons of chief rank and authority arc either 

already Christians, or sincere inquirers. There arc three 

schools supported by l\Ir. Moyart, whom I mentioned 
before ; aRd the ,v cslcyrtns, who have an assistant mission­

ary there, have established five others; in all of these about 
two hundred and fifty boys arc educated in the immrJiate 
neighbourhood of Poolianlcevoo,,x the principal residence 

of the collector. There arc a few Roman Catholic Cliri,;­

tians in the district, but thC'y have no resident priest, and 
nrc visited onrc a year by the priest from 1'ri11comalee. 

The Bishop called me to join him in his walk liy the 

~idc of the lake this evening, an<l expressed his confideni 

~ " The Tamarind lsbnd.'" 



expectation that the cliocese (the labour of which, he felt, 

was fast exhausting his strength) woulcl soon be divided 

into smaller bishoprics. The sli-ght detail which I have 

just given, will enable you to judge how numerous and 

complicated are the subjects of interest that press on his 

mincl, even in this small ancl remote corner of his immense 

charge. 
September 14th. We got into our carriages at day­

break, ancl passing over a beautiful briclge of boats at four 

miles from Columbo, pursuecl our journey through a most 
charming country, abounding in all kinds of trees and 

flowering shrubs. Twenty-four miles brought us to Vcean­

goddy,"' where we breakfasted. The whole road was 

adorned with palm, and triumphal arches here and there, 

most tastily arranged, or rather octagonal towers of open 

palm-work, through which the carriage drives. Nothing 

can exceecl the taste with which the breakfast-house was 

adorned; and entirely the work of nativrs, at the shortest 

notice, without drawiug~ or other assistance. At noon we 

were in our carriag-cs again, and came thirty miles to din­

ner ;-but through what a country ! Every moment fresh 

beauties burst upon us. Hitherto from the coast it had 

heen flat, an<l extremely like the finer parts of Bengal; 

but now the hills began to swell around us, the distant 

mountains were se(m, the scenery became more and more 

boid, ancl during the whole afternoon ride, our conversation 

was little else than one continued exclamation of wond~r 

and delight. It is quite hopeless to attempt any description 

of the scem•ry. The Bishop says there is nothing like it 

in the world. The hills, whose forms are most glorious, 

" Godcly me1n~ a sm:ill rising grouucl-a hillock. 



are literally masses of l'OCk clothed (how it is possible 1 
know not) with trees of exquisite foliage, and creepers in 
luxuriant beauty throwing over them their light and elegant 

drapery. The shrubs and trees (of which there arc many 
varieties elsewhere unknown) retain their beauty through­

out the year. 
September 15th. At six this morning we mounted our 

horses to ascend the Ghaut (the Cadaganuwa Pass,) and 
it is certainly true that all we saw yesterday did not desen·e 

to be compared to this. The road is cut with immense 
labour in the side of the mountain. Above you, for some 
hundred feet, is rock, almost perpendicular, literally covered 

to the very summit with the finest trees; abundance of 

ebony (which grows to no very great size, a tall stem, 
rough dark rind, with light spots and small leaf,) with ten 

thousand varieties of cree!)er, and here and there masses 

of naked rock appearing, to relieve the sated eye, and to 

give form and character to the whole. Ilelow you is a 
precipice exactly similar, ending in beautiful reposing val­
leys, and the view stretching on to other hills and mountains 
of equal beauty. In the middle of the pass, when we had 

ascended about six miles, we found breakfast ready in a 

palace of palms erected for the occasion. "re were met 
here hy some of the Candian chiefs, called Adigars. Their 

dress is singular and very handsome. They wear a turban 
exactly like an enormous old-fashioned pin-cushion, such 

as used to stand on a lady's toilet, richly ornamented, and 

with a little upright point in the ce11tre. Their upper 

dress is a jacket like a lady's body unfastenPd, of rich 

materials, cloth of gold or brocade, with gold buttons and 

pnfTecl sleeves. U ndcr this is a waistcoat of the same, or 

rather lighter stuff, and buttoned up close. Their lower 

D 
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garments arc an immense mass of cloth twisted round them 
in many folds, very protuberant before (as if they carried 
a month's provision,) and hanging loose to their feet. 

Round the loins this mass is confined by a superb band of 
gold or silver. The stones of their rings are enormous, 

some not less than two inches in diameter; one on each 
hand, of rubies and diamonds mixed, with several others of 

single stones. The two chief Adigars of the empire are 
distinguished by the whimsical privilege of having an enor­
mous whip cracked befare them wherever they go. No 
other man in the island dare go out thus attended. The 
countenance of these people is much finer than the Cin­

galese of the coast, less feminine, and more free and in­
dependent, as all mountaineers naturally arc.. l\Iany of 
them know English, though so lately conquered ; and one 

of them, (a very smart, active fellow, the son of a rebf'l 
chief,) to whom 1\trs. Heber was showiug a sketch she had 

just made, said it was well done, but that he did not like 
landscape-he preferred figures, and he would have the 

honour of presenting her with some of his own drawings 
to-morrow ! \Ve came on eight miles further in our car­

riages, and arrived at Candg about noon. It is beautifully 
situated among hills, the town itself laid out in straight 
,-treets, in all other respects like a small Indian town ; the 

palace very paltry. \Ve drove to the governor's pavilion, 
where all the chief persons, native as well as European, 
i mmediatdy attended a lcvee, after which the llishop went 
lo the house of thr: gentleman who was appointed to recei\'c 

l1im, and I remain with Sir Edward. '1'11e pa\·ilion is a 
temporary residence only, with separate bungalows, a cir­

cular dining-room, and the grounds beautifully laid out. 

The dining-room ·is on a terrace which orcrlooks the coun-



If)', and opens on level grass-plots, always green, with a 
Eoble hill rising behind. There was no bathing-room to 
rny bungalow, and one was built of palms, literally in half 

an hour. 1\' e dined this evening at l\lr. Sawyer's, with 

whom the Ilishop is living. The climate is very similar to 

that of Poona, but far healthier. As a proof of this, there 

is a regiment of Europeans here (his majesty's 83d) who 

have only four men in hospital; a circumstance, I imagine, 

of which very fow stations in the worhl can boast. 

September IGth. Sir Edward took 11s this evening a 

beautiful ride, a\.Jout a mile from tlie pavilion, where a 

gorge in the hills displays a prospect which all agree to be 

the most lovely, even in Ceylon. It is more· open and 

extended than any thing we have hitherto seen in this hilly 

tract, and is called Dombra Valley. The Peak of Dombra 

rs a no\.Jlc mountain on the opposite side, its summit co,·ercd 

with clouds, a number of tributary mountains round him, 

and in the distance, on eitlu.:r side, hills tuml.Jlrd together 
in tl,e most romantic confusion. The valley is clearer from 

j11ngle than any I ham observed; the fields arc not level 

ground, but gentle swells, covered with tht richest verdure 

and separated by little tufts of trees. Through this valley 

is the course of the river that almost encircles Candy, and 

rises in Adam's Peak, the Jllaliavilla Gunga. Our road 

lay along the declivity of a hill towards the city, covered 

with wood ; then sloped off through a long and exquisitely 

beautiful grove of palms, by the banks of the river. ,ve 
loitered here till it was almost dark, and, as we returned, 

the whole ground was spangled with fire-flies, the form of 

every bush being distinctly traced by these living stars. 

The whole ride was magic. "' c reached home very late, 

and went to dine at a large party given by one of the chief 
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• i\'ilians, who lives in the state-rooms of the king of Candy 
-about as good as a common farm-house, with a brick 
lioor. l\Iost part of the palace was pulled down, and what 
remains is used for public offices and houses. The audi­
f)nce-hall is now the court-house and the church. 

September 17th. The Bishop visited l\Ir. Ilrowning at 
the Church mission-house, and was pleased with the schools 
which he examined. There are about eighty boys, several 
of good family, especially two brothers of our friend Loco 
Bendez, who read English very creditably indeed. This 
1:stablishment is yet in its infancy, and the native con­
gregation is of course but small. I did not understand that 
i\lr. Browning had made any converts from heathenism, 
hut he is usefully employed among the nominal native 
Christians, and his labours arc very considerable, moro 
perhaps than his weak health can bear. On our road we 
passed by several Boodh temples, and the cemetery of the 
kings of Candy, the chief beauty of which arises from the 
magnificent trees which overshadow the tombs. The Bishop 
made some rapid sketches, leaving his palanquin occasion­
ally for a few minutes as we passed along. You arc aware 
that the religion of Ceylon is not Brahminical, but Boodhist: 
they pay divine honours to a sage of gigantic dimensions, 
<'.ailed Boodli or Goutainah, who appeared on earth, as 
they believe, about six centuries before the Christian era, 
lo reform and instruct mankind. His religion seems to 
approach to the morality of pure Deism. It prevails still 
throughout the empire of Burmah and the neighbouring 
kingdoms, and there is good reason to believe that it ex­
tended at one time over the whole of India; but in the 
twelfth century it was almost exterminated in that country 
by the persecutions of the llrahmin~. Their temples am 
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neat, and much cleaner than the Hindoo. They contain 

a figure of the sage (one that we saw on Saturday was very 
gigantic,) reclining on his side, and supporting his head 
with his hand. The walls arc covered with paintings of 

his attendants, but nothing monstrous or supernatural. In 
one of the temples at Candy they preserve with great care 
a precious relic-a tootlt of Boodh. It is kept under sc,·eral 

licll-framcd vessels, one within another, of gold and sih·cr, 

enriched with precious stones ; the last, which co,·ers the 

relic, studded with ,·cry fine rubies. This is never seen 

but on solemn occasions. The Ilisl1op did not sec it, as it 

seem':'d doubtful whether his visit might not be misinter­

preted. In a rebellion that broke out some years ago, this 

relic was stolen by the rebels, and a counterfeit dexterously 
substituted in its place. The possession of it gave great 
spirit to the faction, from a tradition which prevailed, that 

the relic secured the sovereignty to its possessor. It was 

recovered by a British officer (Colonel Ifo11y, of the 83d) 
on the person of a begging priest, and replaced in the 
temple, where it now is. The priests of Hoodh arc a stu­
pid race, and have little or no literature. Their books 
consist of a few paltry fabulous histories of Ceylon, a few 

story books, and by far the greater part are treatises on 

medicine. They dress in yellow, and Pach one carries a 
small fan-" the mystic fan of Bacchus." They arc good 

botanists, great collectors of simplcs, and even the common 

people can tell you the name of almost every plant you sec. 
Srptembcr I ith. Our friend the governor is an a<lmir­

ablc guide through the beauties of his favourite Candy. I 

retired last night '11-"ith the conviction that I had seen the 

most beautiful point of the surrounding scenery; he has, 

however, taken us to-night to one of a different character, 
D2 
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but lianlly inferior in beauty. The two parties united made 
a considerable cavalcade, and we rode to a tunnel whicl1 
the governor has lately cut through a formidable hill. It i:; 

an ample passage, hewn out of the solid rock, four hundred 
feet long, and thirty or forty feet high. Through this we 
descended by a noble road to the bed of the river { on the 
opposite side of the city from the course we took last 
night,) and thence ascended along the edge of the hill 
through which we had passed by the tunnel. Nothing 
could be more picturesque than our party winding along 
this road. It is very narrow (four feet only,) cut in the 
declivity of the hill. Ask your brother to describe the 
roads in the Pyrenees. Sir Edward says it gives a very 
perfect idea of them. llut then you must add the foliage 
of Ceylon, and the noble palms, mixed with other trees, 
which Spain can hardly rival. This four-foot road ex­
tended three miles, and as it was quite dark before we left 

it for a wider path, I confess I felt not a little relieved at 

exchanging it for a surer footing. 
September 18th, Sunday. The Bishop held a confirma­

tion this morning at seven. The church is at present held 
in the audience-hall of the late king. About thirty persons 
were confirmed. His lordship delivered an address much 
altered from the one I had heard from him before, and 
excellently adapted to local circumstances. The power of 
seizing on such topics of interest is one among the many 
beauties of his rich and powerful mind. After we returned 
home, before breakfast, I was mentioning to him how 

forcibly it had struck me, during the service, that in that 

hall where, a few years ago, the most savage tyrant• re-

" Sri \Vikreme Raja, the last king of Candy, was solemnly deposed, 



ceive<l his miseral.,le suLjects-an<l even the Englisli em­
bassy was compelled to be almost prostratt' hefore him-a 
Christian Bishop was now administering the solemn ordi­

nances of our religion. He leaned his he.ad on his hand 

and burst into tears. How wonderful is the providence of 
God in the economy of his Church! Never was any people 
intruste<l with such power of doing good as £ngland now 

is; nor is it possiLlc, in the nature of things, that this po,~er 
can long endure ; her dominion, like that of other nations 
that have preceded her, must pass away. ,vhat a fearful 

responsibility on the government and its ministers, on the 
nation and all its children, and (above all) on our Church 
and its rulers ! Such was our conversation in the palace 

of the emperor of Candy on this memoral.,le morning. At 

eleven the Bishop preached on Luke x. 42, (" One thing 
is needful,") and administered the sacrament to about forty 
communicants. lie has estal.,lished also an evening service 

at four o'clock, and we ha<l a very good congregation of 
soldiers and others. The men of the 83d especially are 
most thankful to the Bishop for this new sen·ic<>. 

September I!}th. ,v e left Candy at sun-rise, and ro<le 

to the Botanic Garden, three miles from the town, where 

we breakfasted. The garden is beautifully laid out by l\lr. 
)loon, the late naturalist, who died a short time ago, and 
is universally regretted. After breakfast we came on to 
this place, Ootooan-Candy, where we halt for the night, 

making our journey to-day twenty-four miles. 

Scpternber 20tli. Afte~ a pleasant journey of lifty miles, 

1,y a convention of the British authorities and Candiau chief,, in the year 

18i5. He is ~till li1·ing, a state prisoner, in the fort of \'dlore. Iii• 
family was l\Jalabar, which accounLs for some Hindoo temple, al Candy, 

the prevailing religion of tl1e country being lloodJtl~t. 
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the first ter. on horseback and the rest in our carriages, we 
arrived at Columbo in the evening, much tired, but all or 
us (especially our dear Bishop) the better for our excursion. 

September 21st. This morning the Bishop held a second 
confirmation, and immediately after ordained Mr. Armour 
priest. He had formerly received deacons' orders from 

Bishop Middleton. 
September 2id. The first clerical meeting was held this 

morning, after breakfasting together, at the Bishop's house. 
His lordship presided himself, reading the 28th of St. l\lat­

thew, and offering prayers, both before and after the con­
ference. The archdeacon read a very good address on the 
nature and good effects that might be expected from the 
institution, and the spirit in which such meetings should be 
attended. Several important points were then discussed, 
and the Bishop entered with great life and energy into the 
business of the morning. His address to the clergy, and 
fatherly benediction at the end, were full of feeling, and 
made a strong impression on all. It was a dPlightful and a 
beautiful sight-the world perhaps can show but few eqllal 
to it-a Christian Bishop presiding among his clergy on 
such an occasion and in such a manner. At the close of 
the meeting the arcl1deacon presented an address to his 
lordship, in his own name and that of the clergy, expressi\·e 
of their thankfulness, reverence, and affection. Nothing 
could be more unexpected, but his answer was very noble, 
and all parted with many tears. Is this the nineteenth 

century or the first? The Bishop finished this eYcning his 
long letter to the governor, on the various subjects that 
have engaged his tltough1s, in which he has embodied the 
different plans proposed for schools, natirn preachers, &c. 
&c. His mind seems rnuc!1 relieved by this finul arrange-
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mcnt, and 1 have no doubt all his wishes will I.Jc accom• 

plishcd. ,v c dined at the king's house, where we took 

leave of the governor and Lady Barnes. ,v e all leave 

Columbo with sincere regret, and I am sure the good 

Uishop leaves behind him an impression which will never 

be effaced. 
September 24th, Baddigam. Yesterday and to-day 

have been consumed in travelling. \Ve arrived this even­

ing at this lovely place, a little out of our direct road, and 

about twelve miles from Galic. There is no large town, 

but several villages in the neighbourhood, which is well 

cultivated and full of natural beauty. The two missionaries 

have built their houses on two neighbouring hills, and the 

river winds I.Jeneath them, through a rich and verdant 

plain. ,v e are the guests of Mr. l\layor, on whose hill, 

and immediately adjoining his house, the church is built. 

The top of the hill has been levelled for its site, with con­

siderable labour and expense; but excellent stone was thus 

obtained for the building, and it forms a striking- and in­

teresting ouject in these wilds of heathen darkness. l\Ir. 
,vard lives on the opposite hill: both families are appa­

rently amiable and excellent. A number of persons have 

come over from Galle for the service to-morrow, that they 

may hear the Bishop once more. 

September 25th, Sunday. 1'he Ilishop consecrated the 

church, and preached to a very numerous congrrgation, 

both of Europeans and natives. He had resolved not to 

consecrate this church, on the grounrl that there was not 

sufficient security against its desecration hereafter; 011 

which pica he had refused at Chunar. These difliculties, 

however, were ovcrrnlcr.l; l\lr. Mayor, in whom the pro­

perty was nstcd, made it onr this morning to the Bishop 
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of the Church l\lissionary Society, as trustees. If it was 

such a delightful service to us, what must it ham been to 

these admirable men, who have garnered up in this seques­
tered spot their hopes of future good ! In the afternoon 

the Bishop confirmed twelve persons after the second 

lesson, and I preached. In the course of the s.crmon, after 

alluding to the services of the morning, I introduced a 

prayer for the blessing of God on labours so auspiciously 

commenced, and it was remarked that the Bishop threw 
l1imself on his knees, and joined with fcrrnur in the petition. 

I cannot tell you how much th:•. little incident affected me; 

how beautifully docs it illustrate the habitual piety of his 

mind, which needs only the slightest suggestion to awaken 

it ! 
,v e have been walking this evening round the verandah 

of the church, overlooking the surrounding country in the 

still repose of a beautiful moonlight, and talking of past 

and future days. In the verandah, at the cast cad, is tho 

grave of their first native convert, Daniel, who died seven 

months ago. His loss to the mission was irreparable; but 

his death may do more than even his life could ha,,e done. 

llc was full of energy and zeal, independent in character, 
and high in intellect. His family- arc most of thf'm still 

heathen, and reside in the neighbourhood. His brother, 

who was committed by him solemnly to the missionaries at 

his death, says, that since that time lJC has never doubtcd 

about Christianity: the death-bed of Daniel convinced him 

of its truth. 

The Ilishop has been examining and exhorting the upper 

class of the Cingalcsc and English school. 'J'l1cir progress 

;i.nd knowledg-<' arc considC'rablr. Ilrre arc the foundations 
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be the glory of these lovely hills. At our family <levotions, 
the Bishop offered a solemn prayer for the success of this 

mission, and for a blessing on all connected with it. I 
need not add, that he is followed by all with the same love 

and reverence that has atten<led him through the island. 
Septembel' 27th, Galle. The wind is still contrary, and 

keeps us prisoners here, in a most uncomfortable state, 

since all our baggage is on board. The delay, however, 
has, I trust, been productive of good. There is a young 
man here, a \Vesleyan missionary, of very pleasing man­
ners, respectable attainments, and much beloved at this 

station, both by Europeans and natives. He has long had 
.a desire to enter the Church, and he would be a valuable 

accession of strength, if it could be achieved. I have 

sometimes talked to the llishop about it, and renewed the 
subject this morning. lie assented gladly to the proposition, 
provided there were no objection to his leaving his present 
connexion. His lorJship sent the archdeacon to inquiro 

iuto his views, au<l he came himself this afternoon and had 
a long interview with the Bishop. He requested to sec 
some of his sermons, and with these, as well as his conver­

sation, he was much pleased. He has written, therefore, 
to government this evening, to propose him as a colonial 

d1aplain, and to request he may be stationed at Galic; 

should no objection arise, he will follow to Calcutta for 

•Jrdination. If so valuable a labourer is a1lmitted into our 

vineyard (where he will have a far wider and more im­

portant field than he now has,) we shall have no reason to 
regret the delay. The archdeacon, J\Ir. l\layor, and I, 
occupy an em1:ty bungalow, where we sleep in our palan­

quins. Defore we creep into our cells, we read a chapter 
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of the Scriptures, and offer up om· united prayers for the 

Church and for each ot!1er. It is our convent. 

September 28th. Another day's delay; but the weather 

appears clearing, and the wind coming round. Th') Bishop 
has been able to visit l\lrs. Gibson's school, and catechize 

the children. It is a great honour to Bombay, that more 
than half the subscriptions for the building came from thence. 

September30th, CruizerDiscovery. ,ve came on board 

yesterday, cleared tl1e harbour, and got fairly out to sea. 
October 2d, Sunday. ,ve have a fine breeze, which 

has carried us at once into the bay, and gives us the hope 
of reaching Calcutta in the course of a week. ,ve had 

service as usual to-day, the Bishop preaching and I reading 
prayers, though the ship rolled too much to allow any body 
to stand. I have had much talk with his lordship about 

the Syrian Church in Trarnncore. He is anxious to hear 
of the arrival of Mar Anthanasius amongst them, the :Bishop 

whom we met in Bombay, and who was proceeding to 
l\lalabar from the Patriarch of Antioch, with the. powers of 
:Metropolitan. ,vhen at Columbo, the Bishop received a 
letter from the missionaries at Cotyam, stating that there is 

no fear of any division from the arri~·al of the foreign dig­

nitary, and that he will be recei,·ed with joy by Loth clergy 
and people, He hopes to cultivate a closer intercourse, 
and a constant correspondence between his Syrian bre­

t!trPa. It is most important to _do so. 
October Sth. I ha,·e had a conversation this evening 

with the Bishop, on the subject of public and private 

schools. He recommc>nds a prrparatory school ti!! thirtc>en 

or fourtren, and then a public onl'. He pref,•r~ a small 

prepnritory school to a lar(!e one, and thl Char:r:r-1.ouse 

and Rugby to all other puulic schools. "'ith regard to 
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Hazlewood-house, he has heard much in its praise, but his 
fears arc something like mine on the subject of religion. 
He dreads any thing like latitudinarianism on that point, 

and thinks it may have a very mischievous etTcct if the 
boys go to different places of worship. I should grieve, 
indeed, if my boy did not grow up with the same perfect 
rcrnrcncc for our Church that his father and grandfather 
have felt, and manifested either any hesitation in his pre­
ference on one side, or any want of tolerance or charity 
on the other. 

October 9th. Another Sunday on board. The Bishop 
insisted on reading prayers this morning, and I prnachcd: 
next Sunday I hope we shall be in the cathedral. He 
talked much this evening about Thoma.son, for whom he 
has a very high respect and regard : he frequently men­
tions the difficulty, the impossibility of supplying his place 
in Calcutta-in the pulpit, in the schools, in the study, 
and (which he thinks, in the present fermenting state of 
public fcding in the -Church, more important than any) 
in that general, pervading influence of his just and st1?ady 
judgmcnt on the numbers who arc personally attached to 
him. 

October 14th. These bafiling winds so near the port 
arc vr-ry tantalizing. Eight miles in twenty-four hours! 
Our provisions for the crew arc getting short, as the captain 
did not anticipate so long a passage: his own table will 
hold out ten <lays longer, and before that I hope we may 
work up. The Bishop has written for me some beautiful 
lines, which he sends for your album; they arc a translation 
of a passage in the Slwh-Namch, anr\ it is a happy speci­
men of the ca~c with which, like 8ir \Villiam Jones, he 

-can make the exotic beauties of Persian poetry his own. 
F. 
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.No one that lias not at1e111pted it can conceive the extreme 

difficulty of this from a language whose genius is so different 

from ours. If lie ha<l but leisure for the odes of the inimit~ 

able Hafiz, it would supersede, at once, all the scattered 

attempts of others. llut what leisure has a Christian Bi­

shop to gather these pearls of the East, except in. the 

occasional idleness of a calm at sea 1 

Seest thou yon shelter'd vale ofvarions dye, 
Delightful prospect to the traveller's eye? 
Yon mossy seals, yon gai-den blooming fair­
The turf all velvet, all perfume the air ? 
Satiate with sweet, the languid river laves 
Y 011 lilies floating on its silver waves; 
\Vhile through the copse in bashful beauty glows 
The dark luxuriance of the lurking rose. 
Now seen, now lost amid the flowery maze, 
\Vith slender foot the nimble pheasanl strays; 
The ring-dove's murmur lulls the cypress dell, 
Aud richest note oftranced Philomel. 
Still, still the same throughout the circling year, 
l;nwearied spring di~plays an Eden here. 
And mark, my friend, where many a beauteous maid 
\Vreathes the light dance beneath the citron shade: 
She first,-ofTouran's king the stately child, 
Gleams like :i snn-ray through the scented wild; 
!::,;itar:i next,-her sister, lovely queen, 
Than rose or fairest jasmine fairer seen; 
And, last, their Turkish maids! whose sleepy eyes 
Bask underneath the filmy veil's disguise, 
\Vhose floating locks the coal-black musk disclo,e, 
Their forms the cypress, and their cheel{s the rose, 

\Vhile on e11ch sugar'd lip the grape's rich water glows. 
How lilest the traveller not forbid to stay 
In such sweet bowers the scorching summer day! 
How fam'd the knight whose dauntless arm shall brar 
To great Kaikhosroo's court a Turkhb fuir ! 
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October 1 ith. Since Friday, the 14th, I have not been 

ahle to write. On Saturday the weather was threatening 

all day, with heavy tlmnder and lightning. At night it 

frc,henr.d to a severe gale; which lastc<l for many hours, 
till about twelve on Sunday. The heat of our closed cabins 

was yery oppressive. It was God's great mercy that we 

were well prepared by the previous weather for the weight 

of the gale, or the ship must have lost her masts. She rode 

throu6h it, drifting under one sail, till the weather began to 

clear off a little on Sunday evening. Every body was either 

ill or worn out with fatigue the whole day. I staid on deck 

as much as the rain would allow me, to avoid the suffoca­

tion helow. On Sunday evening we were able to assemble 

for prayers in the gun-room, when the Ilishop returned 

thanks for our preservation. ,v e did not know where we 

had drifted; but, as we were in soundings, we anchored 

for the night, it being probable we had neared the western 

shore. To-day we have seen the sun, and find our place 

better than we expected. The weather is now brautifully 

clear. ,ve. arc waiting anxiously for a pilot; and we arc 

in the place to E'xpcct them; but they have probably been 

!lriven from their stations by the gale. On Saturday the 

Bishop was engaged in writing an important letter (which 

I copied as he wrote) to thn Archbishop of Canterbury-a. 

giineral report of hi~ diocese, and many interesting particu­
lars of his present vbitation, with sen:ral poiuts of rcfcrenrn 

for his grace's co1-1n~el and decision. The storm has intcr­

ruµte,l him, and the water is still too rough to write without 

difficulty. 

October 13th. v~· e have Leen cruiziug about all day to 

find a pilot vcs~cl, but in rnin; and, in our present situa­

tion, it is not safe to u pproach tlie sands without one. Our 
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patience was very nearly exhausted; but we have cE-ased, 
to grumble at the delay, for it has made us the happy in­
struments of saving thirty-one haman beings, who were 

1ossing about in a little boat of bulrushes, their vessel 
having sunk in the gale. ,v e were sitting at dinner when 
they were descried, and the delight we first felt in supposing 
it to be a pilot-boat was soon exchanged for the liveliest 
interest in their rescue. You can easily imagine the good 
Bishop's eagerness in witnessing and promoting all the 
captain's benevolent arrangements for their comfort and 
accommodation. They arc natives of the Lacadive l:ilands, 
trading to Calcutta with cocoa-nuts, and they have beeu 
!'our days without more than a little sweetmeat and a very 
scanty allowance of water. They have a compass which 
they made themselves, an English sextant, and one of the 
old-fashioned instruments for taking altitudes, called Jacob's 
'Staff, which they prefer to tho other. Their observations 
arc sufficiently accurate, and they were able to tell us pretty 
nearly the ship's place. ,v e took them all on board, and, 
while a plentiful meal of rice was boiling for them, they 
stretched themselves on the deck, and in ten minutes every 
one was fast asleep. One or two of them, awakened by 
~omc slight noise, raised themselves on their arms and saw 
1heir little boat drifting away from us, and after looking at 
it for a moment with a paiuful expression of regret, sunk to 
,;Jeep again. It was a real luxury to the Bishop, and in­
deed to all the party, to 1oit by their several happy groups 
as they shared their meal, and then to sec them enjoying 

1hc ample space of the deck, which for the night was given 
np to them, and stretching their limbs, which had been 
cramped for four days in their tiny skiff. Thank God we 
have been detained for so good a purpose. It is to bo 
feared many vessels have perished. 
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October 19th. At length we have found a pilot vessel, 
and this evening, after prayers, we left the ship Discovery, 
and came on board. \Ve shall probably arrive earlier by 

this arrangement, and may be there to-morrow night, or 
Friday, though the wind is very light. This unexpected 

delay in our voyage will make it very difficult for the Bishop 
to leave Calcutta again before the end of January, and Im 
will be much pressed for time in his visitation of l\Iadras. 
\Ve have been'busy with the map all this morning, tryin~ 

to arrange it according to the seasons of the year. I hop~ 
he will contrive to be at Quilon in the hot months, when it 

would be difficult to travel. He is anxious for this also on 
account of the Syrian churches; for he would then havP 

an opportunity of cultivating a friendship with the resident 

of Trarnncore, and so perhaps gaining for the poor Chris­
tians many advantages. In the next general visitation he 

thinks of going by Nagpoor, 1111101c, and Poona, to Bom­

bay, and thence by Dapooly, Sattara, Bcejahpoor, and 
Bangalore, to l\Iadras. 

Oltobcr 21st, Calcutta. \Ve lan1led at Chandpaul 
(;haut, uncler the usual salute. The Bishop ha3 been ab­

sent from home a year and four months, and has yet only 

accomplished the first part of his laborious visitation. He 
has in that time traversed Ilengal, Ilindostan, the northern 

;ind western provinces of India, and the Island of Ceylon; 
and the labours and perils of so vast a range arc such. as 
few Christian bishops have ever been called 10 encounter . 

. \nd yet how much still remains! Not to mention the 

Eastern Islands and New South \Vales, the "ultima Tlmlc" 

of his rliocese, there arc several stations in central India 

~.nd the whole of the Peninsula, so full of interest and hopr, 

E~ 
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a.11d where the labours of subordinate miuisters ha\"e pn:­
pared the way so much more than in other provinces, for 
the ,·isit of their chief pastor. Our Ilisl1op rejoices to foci 

himself once more at home; but he has only two months' 
repose to enjoy before his labours commence again ; and 
with the great accumulation of business dw·ing his absence, 
and the many important matters that arc waiting his de­
cision here, his repose ,.,-ill rather tend to exhaust than to 
recruit his strength. I shall not attempt any thing like a 
regular journal of our engagements while we arc stationary, 
and only mention circumstances of occasional interest. 

November 1st. I find, by the multiplicity of the Ilishop's 1 

engagements, there is no chance of our getting away before 
the beginning of February. This will drive our journey 
through the south into the hot weather; but he cannot break 
through earlier. The delay, however, will enable me, I 
trust, to accomplish the one great object of my own journey 
-the printing of my Persian Pentateuch. 

November 7th. This morning Archdeacon Corrie and I 
attended the Ilishop to return the visit of Father Abraham, 
the Armenian Bishop,"" from Jerusalem. ,v e were received 
in1 the vicarage-house attached to the Armenian church, 
and attended by l\Ir. Jacob, an intelligent Armenian mer­
•·hant, who acted as interpreter. Father Abraham is rather 

·, It appeared afterwards that he was not a bishop, but a ,·ertapet, or 
doctor in divinity, sent from his convent on I\Iount Sion by the Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, with the power~ of Episcopal commissary, to 
visit the churches in India. The diocese of India is under the Arch­
bishop oflsphahan, in the patriarchate of Jerusalem, and is superintended 
hy the occasional visits of these itinerant commissarie~, who, after a few 
years spent among the scattered congregations oftbeircommunion, retnrn 
to their superior with a report of the churches and the contrilmtiom of 

the ~ithfu!. 
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below the middle size, with a handsome beard and a ver;· 
I • 

pleasing expression of countenance. In the black dress of 
his convent he is a striking figure. He showed us a hand­

some copy of the Four Gospels, five hundred years old, 
bound in solid silver, and ornamented with a cross of gold. 

'l'he Bishop has invited him to dinner on Satu;day, and 

engaged him to breakfast at the college on Thursday. "• c 
afterwards visited the two resident priests of the Greek 

Church : our Bishop talks modern Greek, and writes it well. 
November 10th. This was the morning fixed for tho 

Bishop of Jerusalem's visit to the college. He came at­
tended by Ter Joseph, the vicar of Calcutta, and l\Iessrs. 

Jacob and Avdall: the latter, a native of Sheeraz, is well 
acquainted with English, and the author of sernral small 

works in our language: he is now preparing to print at om· 
press a History of Armenia, which he has translated into 

English, from the original of Father l\Iichael Chamich. 
I~ather Abraham was very much interested in all he saw, 

particularly the library, where lu, was delighted to find the 
works of Chrysostom and Eusebius, both of whom they 

hold in high estimation. \Ve read and interpreted to him 

the inscription on Bishop l\fidclleton 's monument; and he 
was much struck with the simplicity and beauty of the 

,~xpression, more particularly with the circumstance that it 

proceeded from his own pen. Thei;e instances of friendly 
-intercourse with the different branches of the Eastern 

Church may be of great benefit. 
November 21st. I was employed all day in putting the 

Bishop's library in order: in the evening we dro,·c out 

together, and then went to dine, in state, with Father 
Abraham of Jerusalem, where we met the archdeacon. 

The party was \"cry interesting, and the Armenian Bishop's 



manners are excellent at his own table. Every thing wa, 
in European style; and, after the first course, ane of the 
deacons in waiting sang a hymn; and when we rose from 

table, as when we sat down, Father Abraham said grace 
himself. Several of the Greek Church, as well as the 
Armenian, were present. 

November :?·id. I have finished the arrangement of the 
Bishop's library, which is rich in good divinity, fathers, 
and foreign literature. St. Andrew's day is fixed for the 
ordination of deacons, and St. Thomas's for the priests. I 
am appointed to preach the sermon the first day, and 
Archdeacon Corrie the second. 

November 2ith, Advent Sunday. This has been a great 
day for Calcutta, on which was preached the first Episcopal 
missionary sermon, strictly so called. The Bishop pleaded 
the cause of the incorporated society-the same sermon 
as in Bombay. It could not fail to make a great and good 
impression : the collection seems to have been about four 
thousand sicca rupees. 

November 30th. This morning has been rendered in­
teresting- by the ordination of Mr. Bowley, l\lr. Reichardt, 
and Ab<lool l\lesseeh: the last a most venerable person, 
the first-fruits of the Christian priesthood in Hindostan, 
You arc aware that they had all, some years ago, received 

Presbyterian ordination in Calcutta. Bishop Heber has 
been anxious (as he is on all subjects) to ascertain what 
had been the feeling of his predecessor on a point of so 
much delicacy; and he finds that Bishop l\liddleton, not 
having power at that time to ordain them himself, expressed 
no objection to the measure then resorted to, as a temporary 
expedient, in consideration of the exigencies of the Church, 

and the difficulty of obtaining an adequate supply of regu-



larly ordained clergymen. This is iJ1deed the ground 011 

which the venerable Society for Promoting Christian Know­

ledge has acted in the missions in the south of India, re­

roj!nizing the orders of a sister national Church, and thank­

fully employing, as its missionaries, those who had received 
rhem, till our own Epis;:opacy should be established with 

Cull powers in this diocese for tlie continuance of its ciwn 
111inis1ry. That time has now happily arrived, and it justly 
appears to the Bishop a matter of no trifling importance, 

that all those employed by the societies in our communion 
should derive their commission from the samo source, nnd 

ho subject to the same paternal authority. I send you an 
admirable letter ho has written to the Rev. 1\-Ir. Schmid, 

in answer to tho objections he urged against the measure.41 

All the clergy dined with the Bishop this evening; we 
were nineteen at table-the largest number of clergy ever 
present at one time in India. I sat by Abdool l\lessech, 

and we had a great deal of talk in Persian, as he speaks 
no English. After the usual toasts of " The preacher and 
bis sermon," and " The newly admitted deacons," the 
llishop gavo, "The native Church at Agra, and its founder, 

:Ur. Corrie." 
December 12th. \Ve had a meeting this morning of the 

Diocesan Committee of the Society for Promoting Christian 
l{newledge, at the Bishop's house, for the purpose of 
making a transfer of the mission schools belonging to them, 

~o the new Diocesan Co111mittee of the Society for Propa­
~atin~ the Gospel in :Foreign Parts, in conformity with 

Bishop :i\li<l<llcton's original intention, and the Bishop or 

Chester's late proposition. 

• Vick Appendix, 



December 13th. 1 have been examining the Ca:..:utta 

Grammar School this morning, at the request of the Bishop, 
who is the visiter, and was unable to attend. It is ·an 

i11stitution formed three years ago by tlm lndo-Ilriton 

population, chiefly for their own class. Greek Testament, 

Virgil, O\'id, Paterculus, thr first book of Euclid, arith• 

metic, geography, were our subjects-and Ol'le or two of 

the lads showed very farnurably for Calcutta. I distributed 

medals, &c., and assured them I would report farnurably 
to his lords hip of the state of their school. 

December 18th, Sunday. I preached at the jail before 

breakfast-the only place where one wishes for a small 

congregation : only twelve persons. The morning was 

bitterly cold, and (even after preaching) I went shivering 

to Thomason's, where I found a breakfast-table spread 

before a good blazing fire. 
December 21st. How delightful have bef:n the interest­

ing solemnities of to-day! Abdool Messeeh and the others 

who were before admitted deacons, were ordained priests: 
Archdeacon Corrie preached an excellent sermon, in which 

you will easily imagine his fceli11gs almost ornrcame his 

11tterance; for tJ1ey were all, in some sense, his children. 

)Ir. Acllington, a young missionary whom he had eilucated 

almost entirely, was ordained deacon at the same time. 

Poor Abdool i\Ics~ech lias bel'n ill some days, and was 

quite overpowerrd uy the sen-icc; he nearly fainted after 

the act of ordination. ThP- good Bishop we11 t through the 

llindostanee part i,f the service without dilTiculty. One of 

the mos\ iutcresting solemnities of our Church, at all times, 

is the ail mission of new candidates to the sacred oflice, and 

the pledge so ~olemnly dcmandcd and ,villingly gi,·en, 

whiGh srparates them for eYer from the sccularitics of the 



world to tl1e stcwarJ~liip of God's family. But the peculiar 

circumstances of this country, the tri<'<l and well known 

.-haracter of the men themselves, an<l the bright prospects 

of futurity which opened on the min<l even from this early 

and partial dawn, all conspired to make the scene before 

us one of deeper and more powerful interest. It was an 

awful and touching moment, when the Veni Creator ,vas 

sung by the congregation, the Bishop reading the verses 
from the altar, surrounded by twenty of his cle1gy kneeling 

in their surplices. All seemed to feel the beautiful devotion 

of this heavenly hymn, and to join with one heart in the 

sublime invocation of the ever-blesse<l Spirit. \Vho can 

doubt that such prayers were answered? l~ather Abraham 

was present, with his dear, during the whole service. He 

~mbraced the Bishop at the door of the vestry, and I 

atten<le<l him to his carriage, where he and Ter Joseph 

embrace<l me, and expressed their pleasure at thus joining 

with us, and their sense of the honour with which they had 

been recci,·ed. 

All the clergy dine<l with the Bishop in the e,·ening, 
where I had the pleasure of having the venerable Abdool 

)fcsseeh by my side. He speaks Persian with perfect 

fluency, and much greater purity than most of the learned 
l\lussulmans in this country. Ile has great urbanity and 

courtesy of manners, beautifully and liam1011iously blended 

with the gravity which becomes his advanced age, his 

fervent piety, and his sacred office. His conversation is 

varied and accomplished, and is not only marked by tlw 

knowledge of the worl<l, which l,is former life and hi> 

missionary labours have naturally given him, but adorned 

with the lighter elegancies of the Persian classics, and en­

riched with the rare accompaniment of good taste aucl judi-



cious reflection. Its peculiar charm, however, is the happ;y 

adaptation of the exquisite expressions of Saadi and Nizami, 

which are familiar to him, to the purposes of Christian feeling. 

'fhis happy talent has made him very acceptable to the 

more educated among his countrymen, and he is a welcome 

visiter at the Court of Oude, where the king has more than 

once engaged him in conversation on the l'uhjcct of Chris­

tianity, and in controversy on its evidences and doctrines 

with some of his learned Moollahs. He often meets with 

hard names and angry looks from the more higottcd amongst 

them; hut his soft answer generally turns away their wrath, 

und, while they hate his religion, they are still constrained 

to admire the man. lie drank wine with me at dinner, 

but it was only to avoid the rmleness of a refusal; and he 

explained to m~ afterwards, that he very seldom touches 

jt, and would rather abstain from what might lessen his 

influence among the l\Iahometans. 1 fear he carries this 

abstinence beyond his strength; for the infirmities of age 

arc fast growing on him, and he requires a more generous 

diet. lie seemed much pleased with the distinguished 

kindne<~ and respect the Bishop paid him, but it was lhc 

pleasure of a man who valued the distinction for the s<1kc 

of him who conferred it, and who lovcJ the praise of God 

more than the praise of men. 
December 22d. I went hy appointment this morning to 

meet the llishop at the free school, to assist him in the 

nnnual Pxamination. It was disheartening to sec so many 

of the boys repeating their lessons like parrots, without 

understanding a single word. 'l'he misfortune is, that they 

never usB our language at home or at play, so that all the 

instruction they get is confined to the sound of words, and 

to writing. The best cure would be easy dialogues of tha 



commonest sort, to induce them, if possible, to play in English. 
The Bishop's conversation this P-vening was remarkably 
brilliant and entertaining. It happened to turn on a great 

variety of subjects, and displayed the richness ofhis memory, 

and his playful and happy fancy. The descriptions he gave 
us of the meetings in ,vales, which he had witnessed, fo1· 

competition in music and poetry, was very interesting, 
particularly the rusticity of the candidates for fame, literally 

the coarsest and humblest persons. He was present on 

one occasion with Lady Harriet ,vynne, who declared 
herself so delighted at what she lJCard, that she expressed 

her intention of having her son, then lately born, eclucated 
in ,vcJsh as well as English. The Bishop having an­

nounced this for ·her, the co:!:pany received it with glad 

applause, and a peasant in blue worsted stockings, who 
had not been a competitor for the prize, stepped forth and 

pronounced some beautiful couplets in answer, of which 

something like this is the substance-" Strike the harp 
witl1 the hand of joy, for two messages of joy arc brought 
to us-that our chief still loves his people, and that a child 

is born to his house. ,v1iat shall I prophecy of the boy 
that is born? Brave of heart like Cadwallon, and tuneful 

as the bards of old. l\lay he live, and may his hand per­
form tl1e deeds of Cadwallon, and his harp echo the strains 
of 'l'aliessin !" This was a man with the rough manners 

and coarse dress of a ,v clsh peasant ! 
Decembcl' :.!!Jth. 'l'ho intercourse so happily commenced 

witl1 tlic Armenian Church, is the source of much pleasure 

and information to us, and may be, with the blessing of 
G0<l, the means of great g-ood to them. "'ith their many 

disadvantages, a scattered and opprC'ssecl people, they still 

retain much knowledge and niuclt love for the Go~pcl of 

F 
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Christ. Some of their nation have joined themselves tll 

the Church of Rome, and arc of comse looked upon by 
the rest a5 having betrayed the liberties and independence 

of their own. Those Romish Armenians have a convent 
at Venice ( of St. Lazarus,) where they have printed some 
very useful works ; but many of them, particularly their 
creeds and liturgies, have been perfidiously altere<l, to make 
1hcm coincide with the Latin Church. The original Ar­
mcnians arc orthodox in all the essential doctrines, such as 
the fall of man, the proper deity and atonement of Christ, 
and the grace of the Holy Spirit. In the doctrine of the 
incarnation they arc Jacobitcs, and they seem clearly to 
hold the doctrine of transubstantiation. I hope soon to 
possess their offices. The liturgy they use is that of St. 
Chrysostom (not St. Uasil,) with some few prayers added 
by different bishops. 1-'athcr Abraham told me this morn­
ing, he had heard the whole of our ordination service 

interpreted to him, and he found many parts exactly the 
same as theirs. ,ve had much talk about the usurpation 
of the Church of Rome, of Christian fcllo\'vship and unity, 
On all these points I was much pleased with the sound 
judgment displayed by them, and their ready quotation of 
the sacred Scriptures, with which they arc familiar: I was 
particularly struck in this respect with one of the young 
deacons, l\1csrop David. 'l'hey have seen Abdool i\Icsseeh 
several times since his ordination, an<l are much pleased 
with his goeclnC'ss and piety-. This intercourse is valuable 
to both parties-to them, in showing them what is doing for 

the extension of Christianity (for they ham as yet had 110 

missionary zeal in their Church,) and to him, in introducing 
him to the ancient established churches of the East, whose 
existence and character have IJccn hitherto almost unknown 



h, him. Here is also one good fruit of his Epi5copal ordi­
nation--the full recognition of his sacred character, and 
the proportional increase of his influence. l\lr. Jacob told 
me to-day the pleasure he had enjoyed on the evening the 
,-eneraule man lately passed at his house. They had 
invited a l\Iussulman physician of considerable learning to 
meet him, and had been delighted with the soundness of 
argument by which he had refuted his cavils against Chris­
ti~nity, the gentleness with which he used his victocy, and 
the earnest solemnity of manner with which he i111provecl 
it. He afterwards expounded, in Hindostanee, a chapttr 
of the Gospel, and led the evening devotions of t_hc family. 
I read over to Father Abraham our Bishop's letter to the 
Syrian l\letropolitan in l\lalabar. He was exceedingly 
delighted 'l'l'ith it. " It is apostolic," said he ; " it is like 
one of St. Paul's." They have invited us to attend their 
service on Christmas-day, which, in their calendar, falls 
on the 18th of January. Their service on that foast com­
mences at mid-night, and concludes with the communion 
at day-break. 

January 2d. Father Abraham has a letter from the 
Syrian Patriarch of Jerusalem to the Church of l\falabar, 
and, as he is not likely to deliver it in person, he has 
requested that it may be enclosed with the Bishop's, in the 
same packet; and he has been reading to me a letter he 
has just written himself to l\lar Athanasius, to send with 
it.* It expresses the pleasure he has had in hearing of 
the state of his churches, and his joy at the extension of 
Christ's kingdom in India, so much greater than he ex­
pected to find, and which he attriuutes greatly to the influ­
e11ce of the zeal and exertions of their brother Reginald, 

~ Vide Appendix. 
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the English Bishop : lu;: warns him of the subtlety and 

wickedness of the Romish Church, and implores him to 
look well to his flock, seeing all were purchased by the 

blood of Christ. It breathes, in short, the true spirit of 
Christianity, and is a valuable document, as exhibiting, 

not merely his own feelings, but those also of his Church 
and nation, who, while their services retain many of the 
corruptions of a darker age, still cultivate an unfeigned 
lorn an<l extensive knowledge of the Scriptures, and are 
free from ecclesiastical tyranny an<l ambition. 

January 7th. I attended the Ilishop in his 1,isit to 
Chinsurah, where we arrived after an early breakfast and 
a pleasant sail of six hours. This station, some little time 
ugo, was transfcn-ed by the Dutch government to the 
lfoglish, and the inhabitants recei,:ed, without reluctance, 

1he ministry and services of the Church of England. l\lrr 
Morton, one of the missionaries of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, resides here, and performs 
divine service in English, in the small but handsome 
church on the bank of the river. \Ye were hospitably 
received at his house, where l\'lr. Overbeck, the late 
governor of the settlement, and several others, were invited 
to meet the Bishop at tea in the evening. His lordship 
was much pleased to observe the good feeling that appeared 
to subsist, without any undue compromise of principle, 
between Mr. Morton and two missionaries of other corn~ 
munions who joined our pa1·ty, Mr. l\lun<ly, of the London 

Society, and Mr. La Croix, from the Netht:rlands. The 
Bishop's kindness tended much t-0 strengthen this; and, 
even if it had not been the case before, it might naturally 
have followed, from th~ common feeling of Io,·e and honour 

with which all regard him. 
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January 8th, Sunday. The Bishop preached both 
n.1orning and evening; l\lr. l\lundy, the dissenting minister, 
gave up his own service in the morning, and came himself 
to church with all his people. l\Ir. l\Iorton is evidently 
much respected, and his plan of conciliation is diminishing, 
at all events, the evil of dissent, He is employed in pre­
paring a Bengallee dictionary, which has long been a 
desideratum. I cannot learn that he has any converts 
from heathenism. 

January 9th, Cl1insural1. ,ve went early this morning 
to look at a large old house, about a mile from the church, 
which government has given up to the Bishop, for the 
residence of the clergyman. It has been a noble house, 
but is miserably out of repair, and the grounds a perfect 
wilderness. The Bishop hopes that 3000 rupees may 

perhaps make it suitable for a purpose, which, with his 
usual fertility of resources, he has been devising for it.~ 

January 14th. The Bishop was altncked three dass 
ago with a violent fever; and, almost immediately after, I 
was seized myself. Thank God, he is now much better. 
I suspect we both owe our illness to the samo cause-w;m­

dering through the wet grass about that old house at Chin­
surah on l\londay morning, and standing some time in the 
damp morns under the house. This morning the arch­
deacon and l\Ir. and l\lrs. ,Vilson breakfasted at the palace. 
:Jlrs. Heber is a very active friend to the new system o[ 
female education, and has been successful, during our late 
journey, in procuring large additions to its funds, These, 
togother with a princely donation of 20,000 rupees from a 

' The estimate afterwar<l~ givcu was so enormous that the IlM1on·r 
11lans fell to the ground. , 
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rich native here,* emboldens them to buy land and build a 
central school without delay. The llishop was busy in 
drawing plans for the building. The rest of the morning I 

spent with him, despatching forty-two letters to different 
mofussil stations, desiring the clergy to preach in aid of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, and so­
liciting the patronage of the principal persons among the 
laity. 

January 2Gth. The Bishop tells me a circumstance 
which, as connected with Father Abraham's expressions in 
my last interview with him, and in its possible results, i:1 
very interesting. A proposal is made by Mr. Avdall (who 
is now engaged in an English History of Armenia) to 
translate our liturgy into tlieir language. Some encou­
ragement is necessary for him-either supporting him dur• 
ing the time, or securing him from loss, by taking a certain 
number of copies. His lordship intends to recommend it 
to the patronage of the Society for Promoting Christian 

Knowledge. 
January 28th. The government have secured accom• 

modations for us on the Bussorah Merchant, which is 
moving slowly down the river. The uncertainty as to the 
actual time of sailing is harassing and painful both to the 
Bishop and his family, and he has therefore determined to 
join the ship at all events on l\Ionday morning, securing 
to-morrow a quiet Sunday at home. 

Our whole population is thrown into great joy by the 
news just arrived, of the fall of Bhurtpore: Lord Comber­
mere took it by storm on the 18th instant. The attack 
was most triumphant, though it is the strongest place in 

•• Rajah Budin:itb Roy. 
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India. W c had 30,000 men before it and 150 piece3 of 
artillery: our loss is very considerable. The storm has 
covered Lord Combermere with glory; and his merciful 
as well as soldier-like conduct greatly endears him to the 

army. The Bishop, who has watched with lively interest 
the progress of the siege, from his connexion with the com­
mander-in-chief, and his personal regard for him, rejoices 
greatly in this splendid termination of his first Indian cam­
paign, and dwells with great delight on the noble forbear­
ance he has shown, not only to the inhabitants in the pro­
gress of hostilities, but in the determination which he 
avowed to him before he left Calcutta, of rather protract­
ing an affair, which an instant attack might have rendered 
more brillia11t for himself, in order to prevent the greater 
waste of human life. One of his lordship's arrangements I 
cannot help mentioning to you, because the Bishop fre­
quently notices it, and as it is evidently so exactly in ac­
cordance with his own generous nature : several small 
parties were posted at different points in the neighbourhood 
of the city, in order to facilitate the flight of the defenceless 
inhabitants, and secure them from injury and insult. ,vhile 
the necessary evils of war are mitigated by such provisions 
as these, the better part of chivalry still survives. 

January 30th. We left Calcutta this morning in a go­
vernment bheauliau, which was waiting to carry us down 
to the ship, but only reached the inn at this place-Fulta, 
a little above Diamond I/arbour. At sun-set we had a 
delightful stroll along the banks of the river, when the 
Bishop repeated to me these beautiful lines, which he wrote 

when going up the river on his northern journey :-



An Evt-uing lValk in Bengal.-

01,r task is done! on Gunga's breast 
The sun is sinking down to rest; 
And, moored beuealh the tamarind bougb, 
Our bark has found ii!! harbour now. 
\Vith furled sail and painted side, 
Ilehold the tiny frigate ride. 
Upon her deck, 'mid charcoal gleams, 
The l\loslems' savoury supper steams, 
\Vhile all apart, beneath the wood, 
The Hindoo cooks his simpler food. 
Come walk with me the jungle through; 
If yonder hunter told us tme, 
Far off, in desert dank and rude, 
The tyger holds his solitnde; 
Nor (taught by recent harm to ~hun 
The thunders of the English gun,) 
A dreadful guest, but rarely seen, 
Returns to scare the village green. 
Come boldly on; no venomed snake 
Can shelter in so cool a brake. 
Child of the sun, he loves to lie 
'l\tid nature's embers, parched and dry, 
\Vhere o'er some tower in ruin laid, 
The peepul spreads its haunted shade: 
Or round a tomb his scale, to wreathe, 
rit warder in the gate of death! 
Come on ! yet pause ! behold us now 
Beneath the bamboo's arched bough, 
\Vhere, gemming oil that sacred gloom, 
Glows the geranium's scarlet bloom, 
And winds our path through many a bower 
Of fragrant tree and giant flower; 
The ceiba's crimson pomp displayed } 
O'er the broad plantain's humbler shade 
And dusk anana's prickly blade; 
\Vhile o'er the brake, so wild and fair, 
The betel waves his crest in air. 
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\Vith pc11da11t train am! rnshiug wiug,, 
Aloft the gorgeous peacock springs; 
And he, the bird of hundred dyes, 
\Vhose plumes the dame~ of Arn prlze 
So rich a shade, so green a sod, 
Our F.uglish fairies ne,·er trod ! 
Yet who in lndian bower has stood, 
But thought on England's " good green woo<l ~-, 
. .\nd bles!0 d, beneath the palmy shaclf.', 
Her hazel and her hawthorn glade, 
And breathed a prayer (how oft in vain!) 
To gaze upon her oaks again? 
A tmce lo thought! the jarkall's cry 
Resound~ like sylvan revelry; 
And through the trees, yon failing ray 
\Vill scantly sen·e to guide our way. 
Yet mark! as fade the upper skies, 
Each thicket opes ten thousand eyes. 
Before, beside us, and above, 
The fire-fly lights his lamp oflovc, 
Retreating, chasing, sinking, soarin~, 
The darkne~s of the copse exploring; 
\Vhile to this cooler air confesl, 
The broad dhatura bares her breast 
Of fragrant scent and ,·irgin white, 
A pearl around the locks of night! 
Still as "'e pass in softened hum, 
Along the breezy alleys come 
The village song, the horn, the drum. 
Still as we pass, from bush and briar, 
The shrill Cigala strikes his lyre; 
And what is she whose liquid strain 
Thrills through yon copse of sugar-cane l 
I know that soul-entrancing swell! 
It is-it must be--Philomel ! 
Enough, enough, the rnstling trees 
A.coounce a showor upon the breeze,-

} 
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The l!ashes oftl1e summer sky 
Assume a deeper, ruddier dye; 
Yon lamp that trembles on the slrcaw, 
From forth our cabiu sheds its beam; 
And we mnst early sleep, to find 
Betimes the morning's healthy wind. 
Dut oh! with thankful hearts confess, 
Even here there may be happiness; 
And lie, the bounteous Sire, has given 
His peace on earth--llis hope ofbeaveu ! 

January ::list. The Bishop has one of his travelliug 
drawers filled with a small selection of books for the jour­
ney ; and it is an unusual luxury to him, after his perpetual 
engagements of business, to have a (ew quiet hours of un­
interrupted reading. One of his books is l\lilner's Church 
History, which he has brought with the intention of making 
some selections from it for the Ceylon ,nissionaries to frans­
late into Cingalese. I never knew any one read so rapidly~ 
ho has got through two volumes in the course of yesterday 
and to-day, besicles several letters and a variety of other 
avocations. ,v e went down to the ship after breakfast this 
morning, but finding her still on this side the sands "Jarncs 
and lllary," and with no chance of getting lower to-day, 
1\'e put our cabins in order, and returned here to clinner. 
The· Bishop is much indisposed this evening, and I am 
anxious to be within reach of medical aid. 

Pcbruary 1st. Dr. l\larshman, of Seramporc, break­
fasted with us on his way to the ship, on which he is em­
barking for England. I am engaged in preparing au 
abridgment E>f the History of the Syrian Churches in Tra­
vancore,"' from the time at which La Croze brc:iks off: it 

• Vide Appc11di:i:. 
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will be useful to his lordship, in his personal intercourse 
with them on his approaching visit. In the evening our 
conversation happened to turn on the state of the Norwe• 

gian clergy. lie describes them as orderly and well in­
formed ; many of them men of learning and piety. There 
arc four bishops in Norway and one in Iceland, and they 
preach frequently. They wear the mitre as well as the 
rochet-and the s\eeves (as indeed throughout all the 
churches on the continent) not so exuberantly full as ours. 
The prayers are read by the priest turning to the altar, 
and the people are generally very inattentive : the lower 
orders go to cln1rch, but scarcely al)y of the better sort. 
This change from their former habits he justly attributes to 
the influence of the manners of revolutionized France, the 
common poison of Europe. 

Pebruary 2d, S!tip Bussorali 11/erchant. ,ve joined 
~he ship this morning-I fear, with the prospect of a long 
voyage to l\ladras. However, nothing could be better than 
the relaxation thus afforded the Bishop to recruit his 
strength, before he plunges into the business of the most 
important part of his diocese. I look forward myself with 
great pleasure to the time we are likely to spend at sc~, 
not only for the opportunity thus afforded me for gaining 
information on the great ohjects of the jot!rney, but chiefly 
for the happiness of unrcstrain~d and constant intercourse 
with his lordship. \Ye have delightful accommodations; he 
bas half the rolin<l-house, and my cabin adjoins his. He is 
H'covcring raj,iclly under his doctor's hands, and, though I 
foci very nerv·ous at having such a charge, he says he has 
no inclination to change his attendant. 

Ptbruary 3d. Our progress is very slow down the river, 
lJut it enables us to get acquainted with the passengers, and 



arrange evel'y thing with greater comfort before the voyage 
begins. The Bishop came into my cabin after breakfast, 

and said he found that, besides the European crew, there 

was a detachment of invalid soldiers on board, returning 

to England, probably in a very ignorant and demoralized 

state, after their long residence in this country, and that he 
thought we might be exceedingly useful to them in the 

course of the voyage. He proposed, therefore, that we 
should go down alternately c,,ery morning to instruct them 
and pray with them. I begged him not to interrupt his 
own more important avocations for these lower duties, 
which I would gladly undertake alone, if he would commis­

sion me to do so; but he would by no means consent to 

relinquish his share in them. " I have too little," said he, 
" in my situation, of these pastoral duties, which arc so 

useful to the minister as well as to his people; and I am 
delighted at the opportunity thus unexpectedly afforded me: 

-it will remind me of dear Hodnet. Besides, it is very 

possible that the mere circumstance of my going down may 
impress them more strongly, and incline them more to listen 
to us both." He had his prayer book in his hand, and, 

after speaking to the commanding officer, went below im­
mediately. Is not this worthy of a Bishop 1 What inex­

pressible dignity do such simple labours add to his high and 
sacred office! ,v e had family prayers in the cuddy after 

tea, which will be continued during the voyage. I need 

not tell you that all the passe11gcrs gladly assented to the 
proposal. \Vhat is there that he could ask them, that they 
would not a,scnt to 1 for all are delighted, even on this 
short acq11ainta11cc, with the life a11d variety of his conver­

sation, and the gentleness or his mar111('rs. 

February 4th, On going down to the poor soldiers this 
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morning, I found the effect of the Bishop's visit yesterday 

to be just what might have been expected. llis kindness 

and condescension have prepared them to rcceirn with 

thankfulness all that is said to them; and, before I began 

10 read, they could not help saying, as they collected round 

me, "Ouly think of such a great man as the Bishop com­

ing between decks to pray with such poor follows as we 

arc!" ,vho can tell what good may result from these 

lmmLlc efforts ?-greater perhaps than from his more puLlic 

and splendid labours, which arc followed by the admiration 

of the world. Tlwsc arc unseen and unknown ;-fur who 

would expect to find the Bishop of India, the accomplished 
llcLcr, praying by the cots of a few disabled soldins, be~ 

twccn the decks of a merchant vessel ?-but ltis Patl1c1· 

1chicli seet!t in secret, himself shall reward ltim openly. 

A letter wl,ich has just reached the Ilishop from Calcuw-,, 

contains accounts of the violence oftl,e Syri:m ~fotropolitan 

in l\lalabar, and the mischief that is apprehcudcd to our 

mission there, if om Bishop supports his claims. ,ve have 

had much conversation on the subject ; and while he dr. 

plores the personal character of thr foreign prelate, which 

may be correctly stated, he feels strongly the importanC'e of 

recognising the commission he bears, and distinguishing the 

office from the man. lie disapproves the policy which 

would seek to separate them from Antioch, in order to 

effect a reform amongst them ; for the truth is, that thrir 

existence thus long as an entire Church in the midst of a 

heathen land, with tl1c oLservance of primitirn discipline 

and order-their self-rc,pcct, and the high place tl11:y have 

retained in the opinion of thci1· heathen neighLours, have 

all IJC'en greatly owing to their depc11dcncc on Antioch, and 

the occasional renewal of their intercourse with the parcut 

G 
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see. 'Ev:11 if we could succeed in breaking that depen­
dence, while their condition renders a union with us im­
possible, we should very materially endanger their ecclesi­

astical character, which it is so important to preserve: 
but, with their present feelings of entire veneration for the 
patriarchate of which they are a branch, such a disruption 
is utterly impracticable; and, if we attempt, we lose all 
hold on their affections. "'ith this view the Bishop is 
anxious so to arrange his journey as to pass as much time 
as he can spare with them in l\Ialabar, and he feels assured 
that his intercourse with l\Iar Athanasius in Ilombay, will 
be the very means of giving him great influence as a peace­
maker. 

"' e walked on the deck this evening, admiring thr. last 
glories of a most splendid sunset, and the first reflection of 

the moon-beams on the rippling waters-when the Bishop, 
as he leaned over the side of the ship, repeated to me these 
exquisite lines, which he has inserted in his volume of 
hymns, and which arc worthy to be ,nitten in letters of 
gold: 

I pra.is'd the Earth, in beauty seeu, 
'With garl:lllds gay of various green; 
1 prais'd the Sea, whose ample field 
Shone glorious as a silver shield:­
And Earth and Ocean seeru'd to say, 
" Our beautie3 are but for a day!" 

I prais'd tli.e Sun, who,e chariot roll'd 
On wheel3 of amLer aud of gold; 
I pra.is'd the i'lloou, whose softer eye 
Gleamed sweetly through the summer sk~·' 
Aud :\loou and Sun in answer said, 
" Our dJys oflight are numbered!" 
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0 Go,!! 0 Good beyond compare! 
lfthu, Thy meaner work~ arc fair, 
lftllll8 Thy bounties gild the ~pan 
Ofrniu'<l earth and ,inful man, 
How glurions must the mansion be 
,vhere 'l'hy redcem'd shall dwell with Thee! 

February ,';1h, Sunday. The pilot left us at midday, 
and the ship was in too much confusion to have service on 

deck in the morning: the llishop preached to the men 
below. This evening we had prayers in the cuddy, the 

whole crew standing on the outside, and the Bishop preach­

ed an excellent plain sermon on " the parable of the 

sower." 
February 6th. I ,vas sitting reading in my cabin this 

morning, when the Bishop came in and showod me an in­

teresting letter he has lately received, and which has much 
alfocted him, giving him an account of the last hours of a. 

friend of his, of high genius and talent, who, for twenty 
years, from the time when he first entered the Church, has 

been laid by from all public duty hy asthma, and thus con­

fined almost entirely to the bosom of his owu family. Ily 
this painful and (as he himself thought) necessary discipline 

his spirit was purified, and prepared for heaven. The 
Bishop says he was often struck with the strong inilucnco 
of religion wl1ich his example and conversation diffused 

through every branch of the noble family to which he be­
longed. I went down and preached to the men as usual 

this morning, and one of them, who had been in hospital 

at Jlleerut, when the Ilishop was there last year, requested 
me to ask his lordship to confirm him, if it could IJe done 

on hoard. He seems a well disposed man, and the Bishop 

!ta~ ronscnted to do it on Sunday next, if he finds him pre-
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1,a.rc<l. It will probably be the first time the ordinance was. 

!'Ver administered in a ship. 

The Bishop is busily employed re-writing his cltargo 

for l\ladras. After delivering it there, it will bo printed; 

but not till he has gone through the South, and is able to 

speak of the success of missionary labours from his own 

knowledge. He means to add notes, containing much va­

luable information of that kind, and which, from ltim, will 

come with weight and authority. lie asked me to-night 

if I thought he ought to publish as much as he had written 

in answer to the Ab!J6 Dubois. I told him, certainly; that 

1he Abbe's work had done much harm in a large circle, and 

that, though others had answered him, a " blow from his 

great hammer" was still wanted. He was kiud enough lo 

say he would show me the manuscript before it went t~ 

the press. He says the report given of it in the Calcutta 

papers was so accurately and well done, that his friends 

conclu<led at home he had already published it, and quar­

relled with him for not sending them copies-and that he 

had been much affected by the last letter which he had 

recei\·ed from his aged mother, who, on reading the ex-

1racts in tf1e newspapers, writes to him that she understands 

the tenderness of his motives in not sending her a copy, 

lest he should alarm her fears by his mention of the climate 

:is one "where labour is often deatlt." 

February 11th. This has been a day of great sorrow 

on board to a poor mother who is mourning over her infant 
child, and a scene of instruction to us all. 'fhe lady in the 

opposite caLin to mine, in very weak health herself, is 

going to l~ngland, taking with her a sickly infant of two 

months old, and leaving her husband in Calcutta. It was 

seized with convulsions this morning, and after lingering 



through the <lay, lias ju.t breathed its last sigh. The Bishop 
has heen repeatedly in the cabin, comfor-ting and praying 
with her; and in the intervals I hear him weeping and 

praying for her in his own. I have never seen such ten­

derness, ne\·er such humhle exercise of Christian love. 
Alas ! how his spirit shames us all ! I thank God that I 
have seen his tears, that I have heard his prayers, his con­
versation with the affiicted mother, and his own private 

reflections on it. It has made me love him more, and has 

given me a lesson of tenderness in visiting the afilicted that 
I trust will not be in \·ain. I did not do him justice. I 
did not think he was more fitted (as he really is} for the 

sick-room and the dying bed, than the crowded audience 
and the theatre of the world. 

Febr1tary 12th. ,ve committed the poor baby's body 

to the deep at sunrise, and the Bishop read the service 
himself. The afilicted mother is very ill, and seems very 
grateful for his kind attentions. It is a solemn service; 
but how full of peai,e is the death of a little innocent! and 
what unspeakable consolation to a parent's heart, that there 
is no shade of doubt as to its eternal state-that " of such 
is the kingdom of heaven !" ,v e had prayers on deck as 
usual, and the Bishop preached on tl1e good Shepherd. I 
spent two hours in his cabin, after the service, in very in­

teresting conversation on the subject of angels, and the 
~everal emblematic visions of St. John, Ezekiel, aml Isaiah, 

This evening he has spent chiefly in the caLin of the poor 

bereaved mother; and, while she was hitterly lamenting 

her loss, instead of checking her expressions of impatience, 

and prescribing to her the duty of suhmis~ion, he told her 

the following beautiful apologue, as one with which he had 

himself been much afi"cctccl :-" A shepherd was mournin~· 

G~ 
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over the death of his favourite child, and in the passionat<: 
and rebellious feeling of his heart was bitterly complaining 
that what he loved most tenderly, and was in itself most 

lovely, had been taken from him. Suddenly a,stranger, of 
grave and venerable appearance, stood before him, and 
beckoned him forth into the field. It was night, and not a 
word was spoken till they arrived at the fold, when the 
stranger thus addressed him :-' ,\'hen you select one of 
these lambs from the flock, you choose the hest and most 
beautiful among them. ,vtiy should you murmur because 
I, the good Shepherd of the sheep, have selected from 
those which you have nourished for me, the one that was 
most fitted for my eternal fold 1' The mysterious stranger 
was seen no more, and the father's heart was comforted." 

February 25th. ,v e anchored in l\Iadras Roads this 
morning, and left the ship in an accommodation-boat which 
the beach-master had sent to convey the Bishop on shore. 

'!'he manner in which all persons on board, the crew as 
well as the passengers and invalids, took their leave of the 
Bishop, showed how much lie had endeared himself to them 
jn the course of the voyage ; a~d, as the ship will probably 
be detained here a week, he has invited the lady who has 
already been so much indebted to his kindness in her 
affiiction, to spend that time with us, promising to send a 

-carriage for her in the evening, when he had ascertained 
,vhat apartments he had it in his power to offer her. He 
was much amused with the uncouth and primitive structure 

ef the boat, which, he said, might well pass for the gig of 
Noah's ark, its lofty sides, the high-raised benches of the 
rowers, and the noisy but not unmusical song with which 

they accompanied their oars, as they conveyed us through 

-t11c surf, which hav11cncd to be much more quiet than usuaL 



Colonel Taylor, the town-major, and l\lr. Roy, the senior 
cliaplain, met his lordship at the master attendant's office. 
and conducted us to the Garden House prepared for our 

reception. It i~ handsomely furnished, and two carriages, 
as well as all the materiel of housekeeping, have been 

provided for the Ilishop's use, during his residence here. 
lie suffers much from the heat, which, except when the 

sea-breeze is blowing, is intense. It is less pernicious, how­

ever, than the steamy and oppressh·e climate of Calcutta. 

though there are fewer alleviations from punkahs and closed 
windows. The season is so far advanced for travelling 

that the Bishop can only afford to spend a few weeks at the 

Presidency, despatching the business of more immediate 
importance, and deferring other matters of general regula­
tion till his return from the South. This will just afford 

time for the necessary arrangements for our journey; but 

so many things will be crowded into this brief space, that 

I fear his strength will be exhausted. A large packet of 

letters was waiting for him; and, among others of great 
and pressing interest from different quarters of his dioccs·e, 
there is one from the Syrian l\letropolitan, en treating his 

aid and assistance in the difficulties that had unexpectedly 

arisen from the cabals formed to oppose the establishment 

of his authority. lie states that the resident had given him 

leave to visit the churches of his communion, promising 

that, if they recognised his authority, he would do the same: 
he denies that the two native metropolitans arc true bishops, 

because they have not the suslalicon from the patriarch, 

and has therefore deposed them to the rank of priests : he 
asserts that the Church in general have receh•ed him gladly, 

but that Philoxenus and Dionysius arc refractory and re­

bellious. This letter has been sent to Cakutta, and arri"v-
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ing after the Ilishop sailed, has been returned from thence; 
and it is evident that the letter he sent to Athanasius by 
l\lr. Doran has never been received. This state of things 

is sufficiently alarming, and makes his immediate presence 
among them, as a counsellor and mediator between the two 
parties, most desireable. His heart is full of this overwhelm­
ing interest, and, while conversing about it to a late hour 
this evening, " May God give us wisdom !" has been his 
often-repeated ejaculation. 

February 26th, Sunday. The Ilishop preached in the 

morning at St. George's, the Presidency Church, to an 
overflowing congregation. His text was Phil. i. 21, " To 
die is gain,""' and his sermon one of his most impressive 
and masterly compositions. 

February 27th. After breakfasting with the governor, 
and calling on Sir Ralph Palmer, the Bishop was engaged 
with visiters till three o'clock. He was much struck with 

the beauty and situation of l\fowbray, on the banks of a 
small river, and commanding a view of St. Thomas's 
Mount, and was as much delighted at meeting an old col­
lege friend in the chief justice, as I was in recognising 
most unexpectedly a school-follow of my own, standing at 
Rugby, in one of the other judges. A few such meetings, 
be said, would almost make us forget the seas that separate 
us from our country. At five, after an early dinner, I 
attended his ltlrdship to the f'ernale .Asylum, an admirable 

" The remembrance of this his first sermon at Madras will never be 

effaced from the minds of those who heard it, not only from its many 
striking beauties, but as being almost a prophetic intimation that he wa.q 
then hastening to the last sceue of his earthly la hours. II ow little clid 
they imagine while hanging on bis lip~, that the triumph of the text was 
oo ~oon to be fttlfillc<l in him ! 
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institution, containing about three hundred girls, and sup• 

ported partly by government, partly hy private contribu­
tions, and partly by their own skill and industry in embroi­

dery and other work. Dr. Rottier, the senior missionary 

of the Society for Promoting Christian Rnowledge, has 

been the chaplain for more than twenty years, and the 

vc-nerable man was catecl1i:t:ing them when we arrived. 

'l'he Ilishop begged him to proceed with his instructions, 

and was moved even to tears by th11 affection!1te and simplo 

manner in which he taught them, and the evident attach­

ment of the children to their aged pastor. 'Fite Ilishop 

addressed a few words to them in his own winning and 

impre3sive manner, and gave them a holiday to-morrow. 

A public dinner at Government-house closed a busy and 

exhausting day. 

lllarch 1st. A succession of visiters throughout the 

morning, with the exception of the hour when we escaped 

to attend prayers at St. George's. It has been usual to 

l1avc prayers on ,ve<lncsday and Friday morning during 
Lent, bat they arc so ill attended, that the llishop recom­

mends they should he discontinued another year, and a 

weekly lecture substituted for them. In the afternoon he 

visited the :Male Asylum, an institution justly celebrated as 

the place where Dr. Bell first introduced the system of 

education which lias ~iuce become famous throughout the 

world. A noble building is }1alf finished for tl1e schools ; 

but :,he house where Dr. Hell formerly resided, appears to 

be but little changed, except from the injury of time, and 

is still occupied by l\lr. Roy, as the superiutendent of the 

a~ylum. There may, perhaps, lie an unwillingness to alter 

what rernrence for the founder of the national system of 

education in Great-Britain induced Ili~hop I\liJdlcton to 
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i.l.enominatc classic ground. His lordship examined three 
classes, and begged a holiday for the boys to-morrow. He 
thought it by far the best specimc-n of the system he had 

ever seen, and was not less pleased with the appearance 
of health and enjoyment among the lads in their noble 
play-ground, which forms a strikini!; contrast with the con­
fined premises of the free-school in Calcutta. l\Iany of 
these soldiers' orphans have turned out excellent school­
masters, surveyors, and c,·cn architects; and nearly the 
,·.-hole expense is defrayed by the JI/ale Asylum Press, 
conducted by sixteen young men and ten a1Jprentices, all 
selected from the institution. 

Accounts arc daily arriving of the disturbances in Tra­
vancore, but all seem to agree in the fact, that Mar 
Athanasius is received both by the people and the body of 
the clergy. T~e Bishop was much grieved to find yester­
day, that Mr. Doran ha~ been delayed in l\1a<1ras, and that 
his letter has never yet been sent. He has directed me to 
send it instantly, and is preparing a second letter, exhorting 
the Syrian to milder measures. His influence may yet 
restore every thing. 

lJ-Iarch 2d. In the afternoon his lordship visited the 
school:; and church of Yepery, tLc chief missionary station 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Rnowledge. He 
was received by the Rev, Dr. Rottier and 1\fr. Haubroe, 
the resident missionaries, and the members of the select 
committee. All the schools, both English and 'l.'amil, 
attached to the establishment, were assembled in the church 
and examined. The Bishop expressed his pleasure at the 
excellent state of the institution, and particularly with the 
:Native Girls' School, which he was surprised to observe has 

noostentatiously and usefully existed in these missions for 
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many years, while the project of introducing uative female 

tducation is considered a phenomenon in Calcutta. He 
was delighted with the new church, a beautiful building of 

i;imple Gothic, the only church of that style in India ; and 

he shook hands with 1\-lr. Law, the architect, complimenting 

him on the ingenuity and skill which, without ever having 

seen any specimen of Gothic architecture, had achieved so 

much under so many disadvantages. His own skilful eye 

and classical taste, which has been formed on the purest 

models of the art, detected some few violations of propriety, 

particularly in the western door, and the ornaments of the 

eastern window; but these suggestions only increased the 

value of his general ailmiration of this really beautiful and 

noble structure. He was particularly strnck with the good 

taste which, by placing the pulpit and reading-desk on each 

side of the aisle, will gi,·e, from every part of the church, a 
f111l and uninterrupted view of the recess of the altar, which 

is well raised and of excellent proportions. It is his wish, 

thn.t in every church the altar should be the first and chief 

object, and that it should be rather more elevated than is 

usually the case. lie intimated to the committee his in­

tention of consecrating the church on his return to the 

presidency, when the furniture of the interior is expected 

to be completed. 
He addressed the children of the several scho_ols before 

they were dismissed, as well as the catechists and the 

natirn Christians, who were assembled i11 great numbers to 

receive hi~ blessing. On our return in the carriage, he 
suggested the prvj>riety of e~tabli~hing a seminary here, 

not merely for catechists and schoolmasters, but also for 

the native priesthood, as auxiliary to the objects of Bishop'.~ 

Collcg1!,. but on a scale of lc~s expense, and fur the immc:-­

,!i;,tP. supply of the peninsula. 
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JI arch 3d. Both yesterday and to-day have been chiefiy 

occupied by the visits of some of the clergy, who had not 
before seen the Bishop, and conferences on a subject of 

great importance, which is referred for his decision. The 
churches of the native Christians have lately been much 

agitated on the question of the observance or abolition of 
caste. It seems that Swartz, and the cider missionaries 

who followed him, allowed these distinctions to rC'main to 
a considerable degree among their converts, but the younger 

missionaries have uniformly opposed them. The Bishop 
is anxious to hear all the opinions he can collect, and 

tleclines pronouncing his own, till he has seen the churches 
of the South. 

Jlardi 5th, Sunday, The Bishop preached at St. 

George's in the morning, and at St. l\Iary's in the after­

.noon. 
1llarcl1 ith. On my road to Palaveram, this morning, 

I visited the church on the great l\Iount, and examined it 
with far greater interest than it deserved, from a notion 
that it was built on the spot which tradition has assigned 
as the scene of St. Thomas's martyrdom. This, I after­

wards learned, was the little .Mount, a mile nearer to 
i'Hadras, but the illusion lasted till my pilgrimage was O\'er. 
The church owes all its beauty to its situation. It is a 

plain, white building, without any architC'ctural ornament 
or regularity, consisting of one nan-ow length with two 

side-wings and vaulted roof. It seems to have been origin­

ally Armenian, but to have passed into the hands of the 

Roman Catholics. The old Sacristan, whose slumbers I 

disturbed in the vestry, showed me a few Armenian books 

mixed with Romnn missals. 

Narch 8th. The Bishop held a confirmation at St. 



George's, when there were four hundred and seventy-nine"'' 
candidates; and it is hardly possible lo conceive a more 
interesting sight, than so large a number of young persons 
presented by their respective ministers for the prayers and 

blessing of their chief pastor. There was a considerable 

congregation of others also, and his lordship therefore 
delivered his address from the pulpit, as he had done 
occasionally in other places. Immediately after the service, 
he held a meeting of the District Committee of the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, when he announced 
his intention of proposing, on his return from the South, 
the establishment of a similar committee for the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel,+ to which, in conformity 
with the wishes of the parent societies, the care of super­
intendence of the missions might be transferred. He pro­
po~ed also, a new edition of Dr. Rottler's translation of 
tho 'l'amil Common Prayer Book, in a smaller and more 
convenient size; and in order to lessen the expense, a,nd 
thus facilitate its more general circulation, he opened 11. 

separate fund for the purpose, to which he contributed 
1argely himself. This was in consequence of a representa­
tion made to him a few days ago, by the missionaries of 
the Church l\Iissionary and ,v esleyan, as well as other 

" Two hundred more than were confirmed here by Bi•l1op :\Iid,lletou 
-in 1816, and more tl11111 double the uumuer confirmed by llishop I lebcr 
in Calcutta. 

t I had the happines~, after the Bishop'~ death, of stating the9e iutcn­
lions, now rendered sacred by that event, to the communi1y of thP. 
Presidency, on \Vhitsunday, from the pulpit of St. George'•, where, it 
is needless to say, they met with the most prompt and liberal suppo1t; 
and an archidiaconal committee was accordingly formed on the follow­

ing n1oming, the 15th of )lay, with the cordial co-operation of all cla;,,:c~. 

II 
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societies, of the difiiculty they found in -procuring copies of 
the quarto edition, and the impossibility of supplying the 
wants of their respective congregations at the price it now 

bears.* His lordship stated also his desire of obtaining 
the fullest possible information on the difficult and perplex­
ing subject of caste lately submitted to him, and requested 
the sub-committee appointed to report on Native Education, 
to extend their inquiries to this subject also, and to state 
their opinions to him on his return to the Presidency. 

On leaving the church, the Bishop expressed his pleasure 
at an allusion I made in the course of the meeting, to the 
tradition that this was the scene of the apostle's labours, 
and alleged several reasons for believing its truth. It 
rests, indeed, on evidencet more than sufficient for an 
association which we naturally love to cherish; and perhaps 
the strongest reason for the general disinclination to receive 
it, arises from the paltry fables with which the sllpP,rstition 
and ignorance of the Portuguese missionaries have invested 
it. The clergy dined with the Bishop this evening-fifteen 
in number, 

lliarch 9th, The Bishop visited the military station of 
Poonamalee, about ten miles distant from Madras, where 
there is a de pot for recruits on their first arrival from 
England, a considerable number of pensioners, and an 
asylum for the children of soldiers. All these circumstances 

·• I am happy to add, that this new edition, in octarn, has just been 
completed under the superintendence of Dr. Rottier and the Tamil sub­
committee, as~isted by the able sen·ices of the Rev. l\Ir. Sawyer; and 
the subscriptions then set on foot have enabled the committee to give 
this valuable boon to the native churches at the .-cry low rrice of two 
rupees and a half. 

t Vide Appendix. 
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conspire to make ir a most important sphere of clerical 
labour, comprising, as it d~s, a very large number of 
those who require catecl1etical instruction-the young and 

healthy, who ham not yet lost the good impressions of 
their early education, and the veteran, who has much to 
unlearn, after a long life perhaps of vicious indulgence. 
Jlany of these pensioners arc allowed to lh·e at Tripassorc, 
about eighteen miles further inland, and which is occasion­
ally visited by the chaplain of Poonamalcc. ,vc mounted 
our horses at day-break, and overtook the carriage at 
seven; but the road was so bad, that we were obliged to 
get out several times, and literally put our shoulders to the 
wheel. After sundry adventures, and envying the riders 
in bnllock hackeries, which cantered merrily along, while 
we hardly moved, we arrived at last at the chaplain's door, 
where the officers of the cantonment, and several of the 
clergy from l'Hadras, were assembled to receive the Bishop. 
There is a small church here, which was consecrated by 
.Bishop l\liddlcton in I8l(i; but it is much disfigured by 
an enormous pulpit, which completely conceals the altar. 
The Dishop requested that this might be rnmovcd and 
given to l\Ir. Sawyer's Tamil Chapel, and something 
smaller and less unsightly substituted for it. lie exceed­
inglv dislikes the prevailing custom of interrupting the 
,·iew of tl1c communion-table, and recommends the adop­
tion, in all cases, of two light desks, one on each side of 
the ai~lc, and raised by a few steps from the level of the. 
floor, as in the new church at \'every. 

Divine service commenced at ten o'clock, when the 
Uishop administered confirmation to one hundred and fi,·e 
candidates. ,vhile I was arranging them, and receiving 

their tickets, it appeared that sen:ral others, who had not 



previously been examined, were very desirous of being 

admitted, if possible. His lordship, when I mentioned this 
to him, desired me to examine them, and promised, if I 

found them properly instructed, to hold a second service 
for that purpose in the afternoon, being very unwilling to 
reject any whom he could conscientiously admit, from the 
brreat uncertainty whether a similar opportunity might e,·er 
again be afforded them. His address after the morning 
~,ervice had particular reference to these new candidates. 
Fourteen of these, among whom was an old pensionor, I 
1l10ught sufficiently prepared ; but there was one young 
woman who came with her little boy, and thinking him too 
young, I advised her t0 keep him back till the Bishop's 
returu to l\ladras. She had stood behind the rest while I 
was speaking to them, and when I had finished, came for­
ward with much feeling, and begged that she might herself 
be admitted. She wept much, was evidently in declining 

health, and there was a sincerity and earnestness in her 
wl10le manner that affected the Bishop most powerfully. 
" Ilring them bath to me," he said; "who knows whether 
d1ey may live to wish for it again 1" 'l'he evening service 
and the second confirmation was at three o'clock. The 
Cishop addressed them also in his usual impressive manner, 
and at five o'clock we set out on our return home. ,v c 
had scarcely, however, left the door, when we fo,md an­
,-,ther cougr,,gation anxiously expecting him. l\Ir. ~awyer, 
one of the Church missionaries at ;)ladras, has built a small 
,·hapel here, with a school-room and catechist's house. 
He has a similar establishment at Tripassore, and some 
other ncighbouriug places, which are branches of his mis­
sion, and to each of which he makes an occasional visit. 

We found here seventy or eighty persons assembled, and 
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the llishop repeated several of the collects and the Lord's 
prayer, and dismissed them with the benediction. 

,vhilc I was engaged with the candidates between the 

morning and evening services, the Bishop was writing an 
answer to an important communication he received yester­
day, and in the result of which he is much interested. It 
appears that a considerable number of poor native Chris­
tians employed about the beach, have built, by subscription, 
a good church for their own use; and though nominally 
Roman Catholics, yet, being dissatisfied with the neglect 
they have experienced from their own pastors, they are 
just balancing whether they shall not seize the opportunity 

, of our Bishop's presence at l\ladras, to make the building, 
which is nearly finished, a Protestant church, and request 
the services of a clergyman of the Church of England. 
This proposition, no doubt, originates chie.:y in the extra­
ordinary feeling of personal respect and affection with 
which all classes, native as well as European, through all, 
the gradations of society, regard the Bishop; for it is alto­
gether their own act. uninfluenced by any persuasion of 
their superior. If it should take elfcct, it will be an im­
portant stride of our Church before that of Rome, and will 
be a strong additional proof of the excellent effect of our 
Episcopal establishment, not only for the support, but also 
the peaceable extension of the Church. His lordship has 
written to say, that, if this should be their determination, 
he will, with great pleasure, consecrate the church when Ju~ 
returns-will preach to them himself in Portuguese during 
his residence at .Madras, and fix among them a regularly 
ordained minister. lie mentioned to me his intention of 

appointing l\lr. Sawyer to this new duty, as one whoso 

·temper anti conduct had givm1 him much pleasure. Jt i'l 
11 ~ 
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w<;ll for the Bishop that the journey will gi\'e him some 
respite; many such days of labour, together with that 
characteristic earnestness with which he enters into every 

new plan of usefulness, would soon exhaust a stronger frame 
than his. How Iiule idea have our friends in England 
what the labours of an Indian Bishop really arc ! 

~!Jlarch 10th. The Bishop held his visitation at St. 
George's, attended by fourtP-en of the clergy. His charge 
was much improved by the introduction of a good deal of 
matter connected with subjects of local interest, and espe­
cially some additional remarks on the Abbe Dubois. l\lr. 
Lawrie, the junior minister of the Scotch Church, called 
on the Bishop after the service, and introduced the mis­
sionaries of the London Society; for here, as elsewhere, 
admiration and respect for him seem to form a point of 
union for members of every Church. A request has been 
made to him by some of the leading members of society, 
that he would print the sermons preached during his resi­
dence at l\Iadras, and he has consented to do so on his 
return. Several times, as we have been riding by St, 
George's, he has remarked its beautiful structure rising 
amidst the palms that surround it, as a striking emblem of 
1he peaceful and gradual establishment of Christianity in 
India; and to-day, as we were going to church, he men­
tioned his intention of complying with this request, and 
promised to make a sketch of St. George's for the frontis­

piece of the little volume, with this appropriate motto-
Crcscitc fcliccs, eoce crescitc Palma! 

The clergy dined with him in the evening, and his 
Jelightful conversation made the close of the day one of 
the most instructive parts of this apostolical ordinance; an<l 

ihe fervour of the good Bishop, iu the prayer with which 

he dismissed us, was most impressive. 
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1llarcl1 11 th. The Bishop, attended by the archdeacon 
and eight of the clergy, visited the nawab, or rather his 
uncle, the rf'gcnt, Azem Jah llahader (for the nawab him­

self is an infant.) "'e were in our robes, and the llishop 
in his doctor's gown. The regent received the Bishop at 
his carriage (attended by the town-major, Colonel Taylor,) 
and placed him on a sofa by himself. His brother, who 
talked Persian tolerably well, placed the archdeacon and 
me on another. His questions were curiously minute as 
to the office, rank, salary, and number of Bishops in Eng­
land; and especially why they did not \vear beards-in­
dependently of which, it seemed difficult for him to conceive 
the existence gf the gravity and wisdom of a chief moolah; 
and when I told him the Archbishop of Canterbury was 
superior to all, he said, "Of course then he wears a beard!' 
Ile says the nawab has a library of about 2000 volume~ 
and an establishment of eight or ten moonshecs: it seems 
curious that the chief moonshee, in a l\lussulman Court, 
slwuld be a Hindoo, Rajah Khoshee Lal. The court, 
though small, is sufficiently splendid, and there seemed to 
be a greater number of learned l\Iahometans than I ex­

pected. 
Thence we went in our robes to Lady Munro, to whom 

the Bishop presented the vote of thanks from the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, for her kind patron­
age, particularly of the schools at V epery, to which she has 
been in the habit of presenting annual prizes from her own 
bounty. I have seldom witnessed a more interesting or 

alTecting picture : the beauty and gracefulness of Lady 
.'\lunro, the grave and commanding figure of tl1c governor, 
1he youthful appearance and simple dignity of the dear 

llishop, the beloved of all beholders, presented a scene 
• 
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such as few can ever hope to witness. Sir Thomas listened 
with deep interest to every word that the Bishop addressed 
to her, and then said, while he pressed his hand and the 

tears were rolling down his venerable checks-" l\ly lord, 
it will be in vain for me, after this, to preach humility to 
Lady l\lunro; she will be proud of this day to the latest 
hour she lives." " God bless you, Sir Thomas !" was the 
only answer the feelings of the Bishop allowed him to make 
-

11 And God bless you, my lord !" was the earnest and 
affectionate reply. 

,v c dined in the afternoon, and met the clergy at the 
archdeacon's, at Brodie Castle; and, during our long drive, 
the Bishop amused me with a singular history of a most 
respectable and excellent old man, who, for many ycors, 
had secretly followed the strange delusions of Luthcrburg 
and his party, had treasured up large folios filled with 
hieroglyphical representations of dreams and visions, but 
complained to the Bishop (whom he loved as his son, and 
therefore admitted to ·this secret confidence,) that the 
astral spirits had played him false. The life of this ex­
cellent man was filled up with daily acts of professional 
duty and private virtue, while his secret studies were de­
voted to these absurd chimeras, imposed upon him by 

artful and designing hypocrites. " Uc is now gone," said 
the Bishop, " where the former will be mercifully accepted, 
and the latter forgotten, like the visions of a distempered 
iream." 

llis lordship has invited l\lr. Doran to join our party. 
The government has made a most liberal provision for our 
comfort, in an abundant supply of tents, elephants, and 

camels. The only dilTiculty Colonel Taylor has had, is to 

persuade the Bishop to accept what is considered a suffi-
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cient equipment. lie was in vain attempting for several 
1fays to reconcile him to the proper number of tents; and 
this morning he took me aside, and said he perceived it 
was hopeless trying to combat the Bishop's fear of giving 
unnecessary trouble, and as he was convinced the comfort 
of the journey at this season, as well as the respectability 
of his progress in the eyes of the natives, would chiefly 
<lepend on the sufficiency of the camp equipagP, he should 
take the liberty of ser1ding all he had assigned. The ar­
rangements were all finished to-clay, and the baggage was 
,cnt off this evening. 

Jllarcli 12th. The Bishop preached to an overflowing 
congregation at the chapel in the Black Town in the morn­
ing, ancl, great expedition having been used in completing 
the preparations for lighting St. George's, he preached the 
first evening lecture there, which he has established instead 
of the former afternoon service. The church was crowded 

to excess, and the Bishop's farewell address, from the 
words " lie sent them away," was a forcible and touching 
appeal to the hearts of his audience, especially begging 
them to continue their attendance at this new service, which 
he had suggested for their greater comfort, and charging 
them to remember him in their prayers. I do not know 
when he can possibly have found time for the composition 
,,f this sermon; for every hour since his arrival here has 
bC'en most folly aRd entirely occupied.* 

1llarcli 13th. \Ve left l\ladras this afternoon, after a 

' The somewhat ~ingnlar text, together with the felicitous transition 

from the former and arg11111entati vc part of his sermon, to the conclnding 

~cldress, an.<l its applicatiuu to the immediate circumstances of the occa­

sion, rna<le a lasting impression on the minds of his auditurH. Alas! 

they h~ard him again no more; "he SQnt tl,cm au:ay" with hi~ last 1.Jlessiug-! 
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fortnight of great enjoyment as well as exertion. 'l'he 
novelty and variety of the objects that have engaged the 
Bishop's attention, the excellence of the public institutions, 

and the foundation of missionary labours in the venerable 
establishments at Vepery, have all conspired to excite the 
strongest interest in favour of l\Iadras; and no where has 
his own character been more justly appreciated. lle has 
been particularly gratified by observing the harmony that 
so happily prevails among the clergy, and their disinterested 
kindness in assisting each other, and even seeking for 
opportunities of extending tJ1eir sphere of usefulness. This 
was particularly shown in the readiness with which they 
embraced his arrangement for the afternoon service at the 
fort church, in consequence of which, l\lessrs. Hoy, Moor­
som, and Denton will take that duty in rotation with the 
ch~plain of St. l\lary's. On the whole, I am sure he leaves 
l\ladras with cordial frelings of attachment to the inhabit­

ants, and increasing interest in this important portion of 
his diocese. All this makes us look forward with great 
11leasure to the few weeks we hope to spend here on our 
return ; and, with the prospect of my future conn~xion with 
the clergy, I could not have wished for a happier or more 
delightful introduction. 

,ve drove in our carriage to the l\lount, the head-quar­
ters of the artillery, where we spent the evening with l\tr. 
Uallewell, the chaplain of the station. lle took us to the 
top of the hill, which commands the best prospect of Ma­
dras and the surrounding country, and showc the Bishop 
the foundations of the new church which government is 
lmilding in front of the parade-ground, calculated to hold 

five or six hundred persons. After joining in the evening 

devotions of this e:cccllcnt family, we prosperously began 
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our journey, by a run in our palanquins to Sadras, where 
our tents arc waiting for us. The Bishop promised me a 
sketch of the Mount, but he was too much hurried to take it. 

1llarch 14th. We halted at day-break at Alahabali­

pooram (the town of tho great Bali,) commonly called the 
Seven Pagodas. Captain Harkness, who commands the 
Bishop's escort, and Doctor Hync, an accomplished natu• 
ralist appointed to attend him as his surgeon, joined us 
here; and we found the former, who is an excellent Tamil 
scholar, an intelligent cicerone through the curious remains 
of this ancient city, now in a state of comparative ruin and 
ocscrtion. There is a tradition that within the last century 
the gilded domes of several large pagodas were just visible 
-above the sea, not a trace of which is now left. The only 
temple remaining on the sea-shore is striking in its position, 
and interesting from having been apparently a united temple 
of Vishnu and Siva, whose rival claims, as you are aware, 
divide the religion of India, and arc seldom seen in amity 

'together. The first has a recumbent figure of Vishnu; and 
the second, which is the largest, and is washed by the 
waves, has the lingam ia its sanctuary, and a pillar in front 
which is now actually in the sea. The two arc connected, 
an:d appear originally to ha,·c been enclosed by several 
walls now in ruins. 

About three hundred yards from the sea runs a low irre­
gular hill parallel with the shore, with immense masses of 
loose granite, containing m,any cave-temples, but none of 
them remarkable for size or grandeur. After seeing the 
stupendous excavations of Elephanta, Karlce, and F.llora, 
these -arc only interesting as they possess the same charac­
ter, and apparently different from any other rci::aius in the 
i'eninrnl~. This Cl.'rlainly adds probability to tlie tradi-
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Qf these unfinished works were executed by sculptors and 
1:nasons of a distant province, who had fled from the tyranny 

of their prince; but, after some years' exile here, were 
persuaJed to return to their own country. In some of the5e 
there arc beautiful specimens of sculpture, and many full 
and elaborate descriptions from the i\lahabharut on the 
~ides of the rock, in almost every part of the hill. ,ve 
were most struck with one very small temple in the northern 
hill, but of beautiful proportions, and much resembling the 
remains of Egyptian architecture_. In one part of this is 
represented, with great spirit, the story of Vishnu's appear­
ance in the form of a dwarf to_ the proud ~1onarch, who was 
vain of his universal empire. He asked, as a boon, for three 
steps in his dominion. Bali assented ; and Vishnu, assum­

ing his own form, with the first stride took possession of 
earth, with the second of heaven, and the sculptor has 

represented him in the act of taking the third, which was 
to annihila\e the monarch's power. There is much beauty 
also in the opposite compartment, which represents the 
bath of Lukshmec, over whom the elephants are pouring 
water. The Bishop took a rapid sketch of a small temple 
011 the very point of the rock, to which thl:' only approach 
\1as been a stair, which is now destroyed. It is a stone 
building with a brick found;ition, partly shaded by a tree, 
which is secretly undermining what it appears treachl:'rously 
to adorn and shelter. 'The town, a part of which is still 

inhabited, has many remains of former magnificence, and 
a noble tank, graced of course with many a romantic le­
gend. Se,·eral very imperfect descriptions* of this remark-

' Sec a paper by l\lr. Ch~mbcrs, i\:;iatic Ucsea.rches, i. 145, another 
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aiile ~lace ham been gi,·en, but an accurate account of 1ho 
several ruins is still a desideratum. 

A ride of a fow miles brought us to breakfast at our camp, 

a little beyond Sadras. With all the comforts even of this 

princely mode of travelling, the heat is still intense, and 

it is almost impossible to attempt any thing like employ­

ment during the day. "'hile we were at dinner, the Bishop 
was informed that the Rev. l\lr. \\'inckler, a missionary 

from the Netherlands Society, resided in Sadras; and as 
it was then too late to invite him to our tents, he sent l\Ir. 

Doran and me in the ernning with a kind message to him, 

expressive of his regret that he had not sooner known of 
his being in the neighbourhood, that he might have made 
his acquaintance. He has two schools, and is about to 

build a small chapel with subscriptions which he is collrct­
ing for that purpose. lfo has a small Dutch and l'ortu• 
guese congregation, from the poor remains of the ~ether­

lands inhabitants, and their dependents, still liugering among 
the ruins of their former settlement. The small fort near 
the sea-shore is now dismantled, and a few handsome tombs 

(on which the Dutch seem always to have bestowed con­

siderable care and expense) is all that remains to remind 

us of their greatness. l\lr. \Vinckler's sphere of duty is of 

the most humble and unpromising description, but yet i .. 

almost more than his nervous and sickly frame can bear. 
He was very grateful to his lordship for the kindness that 

suggested our little embassy. On our return to camp, we 

found the Bishop and the rest of the party drinking tea on 

the shore, under the light of a lovely moon ; and, after our 

by l\lr. Goldioghnm, ihid. \·. 69, and two others, muck more uunttlP., iu 

th'.! 51b and 13th Nos. of the Orirntal llcrald, published at nhdrae in 1820. 

I 
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1:sual evening prayers, we were all glad to retire to beJ. 
early, and prepare for our march to-morrow . 

.lJiarclt 15th. \Ve marched at four, and our road lay 

within a short distance of the sea-shore, through a cultivated, 
pleasant country, abmm<ling in palmyra and other trees. 
,v e reache<l a choultry at Tuknumporkum, in which we 
breakfasted and spent the morning. The Bishop finished 
the sketch he made yesterday of 11/aliabalipooram, and 

~pent an hour after tiffin in talking with some ol<l European 
pensioners whom he foun<l on the other side of the same 
choultry, and who were travelling with their native families 
to end their days at Cuddalorc. He gave them some money 
to mend their evening meal, and promised them a supply 
of hooks when they reached their destination. \Ve made 
an evening march of eight miles, crossing over an arm of 
the sea about a mile broad, but not too deep for our horses, 
an<l then traversing a lovely jungle, more like Ceylon than 
the coast of Coromandel, !'ontnining every variety of trees 
an<l flowers. \Ve found our tents pitched near a beautiful 
tope of mnngoe trees at the village of Allumparva, famous 
along the whole coast for the finest oysters. The tahsildar 
met the Bishop With all <lue honours; but rather exceeded 
the instructions he had receive<l from government, in bring­
ing the dancing-girls as well as the village music. Iloth 
form part of the usual honours paid to persons of rnnk in 
travelling, but the government; with vety proper considera­
tion, in their circular instructions to the provincial authori­
ties, have expreSely forbidden the fortner; as an in<lecorous 

accompaniment to the progress of a Christian Ilishop.• 

~ At this place the Journal of the Bishop him,clf bre;iks olf, and I 
l1ave made fewer extracts f\·01n my own than l should othenvise haH'. 



lliarch 16th. A march of thirteen miles through a well 

cultivated plain country, separnted from the sea by high 
sand-hills, mostly covered with shrubs, brought us to Con­

jamcre. The Bishop wrnte his second letter to lUar Atha­
nasius,* and gave it to me to translate into Syriac. It is 

excellently calculated to allay his violence, without com­

promising at all his undoubted authority. 
lllarch 17th. ,v e arrived at 1'011dicl1crry after an in­

tensely hot march, and found our tents pitched on a burn­

ing sand, about a mile from tl1e town. The road is not 
unlike that from Galle to Columbo, with abundance of 

palmyra; and the country, though sandy, not at all desti­
tute of c11lti,·ation. After breakfast, the police-master ar­

rived with a message of welcome from the I•'rench governor, 
and, half an hour after, one of his aides~de-camp brought 
an invitation to an early dinner, and a guard of honour to 

remain with the Bishop. The cure of Pondiclierry, Padre 

Felice, a capuchin from Italy, sent a nry civil message, 
begging the Bishop to use his garden-house, which is in the 
neighbourhood of our tents; but as wo must march to­

morrow, in order to reach Cuddalore before Sunday, hi~ 

lordship declined accepting it: we did not therefore sec 

1he cure. ""e were received at Government-house in a 

most cordial and hospitable manner, and among the guests 
at dinner the Bishop was plPas1·d to find the Vicomte de 

Richmont, who has latl'ly arrived from Europe,. to succeed 
lo the government, and b1011ght lelters for Iii,; lorJship, 

done TP,spectiug those places, particularly St. 17wmas' lllou11t atul ,11al111.­
balipoorum, wl•ich hr. has so admirably described. \Vould that his OWi\ 

hautl harl r]P,]iueatc<l the cn,wil1•<l und interesting picture of his few re-

1nai11ing clays ! 

¥ Vide AppenJi.'I. 
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from Mr. Elpbinstone at Bombay. He is an accomplishecl 

man, and has travelled much in India, Persia, and many 

countries of Europe. Bis fellow-traveller, Monsieur Be­

langer, is also an intelligent young man; and an old gentle­

man, who 'has employed many years in antiquarian re­

searches, and has seen much of tho northern proyinces of 

llin<lostan, was not the least amusing of the party. The 

conversation of these gontlemen with the Bishop was lively 

an<l brilliant. lie talks French with consic.lerable case and 

iluency, and it would be difficult for men of any country t(il 

start a subject of conversation, however foreign from his 

own immediate pursuits, with which his various and discnr­
:,i\·e reading bas not made him in some degree familiar; 

there is a playfulness also in his mode of connnunicating 

,1 hat he knows, anc.l a tact and consideration for the na­

tional and literary prejudices of others, that particularly 

endeared him to the little circle of to-day. 

After dinner, while the Bishop walked out with l\lr. 

Cordier, the governor, I went with the rest of our party 

to visit the college and church of the Jesuits. The church 

is altogether the most correct ecclesiastical building I have 

seen in India, being after the model of the ancient churches; 

lrnt there is an unfinished and desolate air about it, which 

seems to indicate the present poverty of the mission. V es­
pers were just over, and there were a few natives kneeling 

at their private devotions in different parts of the aisle, or 

reac.liug by a solitary lamp on the ground. 

The t'itular Bishop of llalicarnassus, who resides i1erc 

as the chief of the mission, sent his compliments to me, and 

invitec.l me to visit him in his cell. lie was dressed in the 

usual plain robe, with a gold cross. I founc.l him a gentle­

mauly, wt:11 informed man, and Ycry good-natured in giving 

' 



me all the information about the establishment which our 
short interview allowed me to ask. Ile complained much 
or the sufferings of the mission, almost from its first founda­
tion, by the constant wars between the French and English, 

the suppression of the Jesuits, and the revolution. They 
had ouce a noble library, but, after the first capture of 
Pondicherry by our army, in 17Gl, it was almost entirely 
dissipated, and (as he expressed it) the books have never 
yet found their way back again. I was in hopes of finding 
some Persian or Syriac manuscripts, but he assured me 
they had nothing of the kind, having. never had any con• 
nexion with the missionaries of Persia, or with the Chris­
tians of St. Thomas, in ,lfalabar. The Jesuits that were 
settled here, were reduced to great distress by the suppres­
sion or their order in Europe; and in 1777 this mission 
was intrusted to the superintendence of the College des 
Missions Etrangeres in Paris. They have never educated 
native missionaries for Tanjol'e and ~Dladura, as is stated 
by Father Paulin: indeed the Jesuits of Pondicherry em­
ployed only Europeans; and it is only since 1780 that 
natives have been educated here for the priesthood. There 
is at present a small seminary for European children, and 
another for the native clergy. The go,·ernment contribute 
towards the support or the former, ancl the latter is sup• 
ported entirely by the mission. They have at present 
thirteen native students. I believe they supply from hence 
most of the churches in the northern circars, and in the 
provinces of ,llysore and llyderabad. 

The directors of the French missions in Cltina, Ton­
quin, Cochin-C!tina, and Siam, established a seminary at 
Virampatam about the year 1770, in which there were 
generally forty students, natives of those se,·eral kingdoms, 

I~ 
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and destined, after receiving their education there, to n:­

turn as priests to their own countries. It did not, however, 
last more than ten or twelve years: the expense was so 

enormous, and the health of the students suffered so much 
from being removed in early youth to a foreign climate, 
that the directors and the vicars apostolic were obliged to 
abandon it. They afterwards founded enc at Penang, 
which has subsisted for the last twenty-fi,·e years. But 
neither of these had any dependence on the college of 
Pondicl,erry. 

On my return to Government-house, I found the Bishop 
had been requested to confirm four young persons, the 
chiklren of an English officer, deceased, by a French lady. 
,ve went immediately to their house, and he spent an hour 
in examining and conversing with them on the subject of 
religion. I was much struck with the patience and earnest­
ness of his manner in this interesting service, and not only 

the ease, but the manifest delight with which he left the 
crowded party of the governor, which was anxiously ex• 

pecting his return, for this unexpected call of duty. The 
fatigue of travelling, the excessive heat, and the constant 
engagements of the day, had all been extremely exhausting, 
:rnd we have to march at three to-morrow morning; yet 
he did not shorten in any degree what it was right to say. 
He expressed great pleasure in their answers and general 
appearance, and, after confirming them, returned for a 
~hort time to the Government•house, and retired early to 
his tent. He has invited the young officer, who came with 
the guard of honour this morning, to accompany us to 

'l'anjore. 
illarch 18th. A long and sultry march brought us to 

Cuddalorc, where we were hospitably reccirnd by Colonel 
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Fraser, at hi,; beautiful villa of .Mount Capper. This j9 

the f• .,1 English station we have visited since we left 11/a­
dras: it is one of those places to which pensioners and 

invalids, who prefer a residence in this country, are sent 
to end their days-with but little or no restraint of military 

discipline, and with too great facilities for the indulgence of 
their destructive habits. Tl1crc arc In~re at present one 
hundred and eighty soldiers, of whom one hundred and 
forty arc Protestants. l\lost of them arc married to native 
Christian women ; and Major Hicks, the commanding offi­

cer, has an excellent school for the education of their chil­

dren, which is supported chiefly by the subscriptions of the 
resident families. About forty poor children are thus re­

gularly instructed, and the chaplain of the station could 
scarcely have a better auxiliary in his intercourse with the 

parents, with whom kindness and attention may yet do 

much. The Bishop has been much interested in the account 
he has received of the labours of l\lr. Church, who was 

formerly chaplain here, and died some time ago at l\ladras. 
His simple and judicious instructions, united with great 
kindness of manner, and, above all, the exan~ple of his 

own life, more eloquent than a thousand sermons, effected 

a very considerable reform among the poor pensioners, 

and his name is remembered by all classes with affectionate 

respect. The field, therefore, which is actually in the worst 
state, is not always the most hopeless for moral culture. 
The pensioners' lines are near the ol<l town, not far from 
the :Mission Church, and two or three miles from New­

Cuddalore, which is the civil station. The Bishop has 
Ileen engaged in ascertaining from the Rev. l\lr. Allen, 
the chaplain, the particulars of his own immediate charge, 

and giving him directions for his future conduct, leaving 
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l\Ion<lay to be <levoted entirely to the a!Tairs of the missiou. 
The chief persons of the station, as well as the two clergy­
men, 01et the Bishop at breakfast and dinner, and I have 

seldom known him enjoy himself more than he. has done 
this evening, in a ramble over these beautiful grounds, and 
in the conversation of our accomplished host . 

.JJiarch l!hh. The Bishop preached in the morning an 
admirable sermon, from Romans vii. 2-1, 25, containing 
many excellent remarks on that difficult chapter, which 

might be of great use to the student in theology, at the 
same time that the whole sermon was full of practical 
benefit to the poor soldiers, who formed the bulk of the 
congregation. The church is a respectable old building, 
belonging to the mission, but the accommodations very 
inconvenient, and much in want of repairs. The chaplain 

is allowed the use of it for the performance of English 
service, and on this ground, the Bishop intends to apply to 
government for a small monthly rent, as well as for the 
necessary repairs and alterations. He has given l\Ir. Rosen 
a plan for a different arrangement of pews and benches, 
by which it may hold nearly two hundred persons. It was 
built in 1766-7, from the materials of Fort St. David's, 
the works of which had been destroyed during the war. 
The church register reaches back to the year 17138. 

In the evening service, which the Bishop established to-
1lay, and desired l\lr. Allen to continue, he confirmed 
thirteen candidates, and there was an excellent congrega­
tion of soldiers, whose attendance is altogether voluntary. 

There are two Tamil services for the native Christians; 
but their numbers appear very small, not more than fifty 
or sixty persons, and those chiefly of the serving or labour­

ing classes, aml the wives of soldier£. 
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,liarch 20th. The Uishop bas passed a most fatiguing 

day in the investigation of the mission property, and devising 
some plan for its future improvement. The very neglected 

state into which it has fallen for many years, is probably to 

be attributed chiefly to the carelessness and lllismanagcment 
of ;.\lr. llolzherg, who was suspended from his office, and 
died here in ltl2-t; and Mr. Hauhroe, who immediately 
succeeded him, and l\lr. Rosen, the present missionary, 

have had to contend with many great difficulties, among 
which, the cmharrassment of the public funds is not the 

ieast. They arc burdened with debt to the government, 
and some part of the landed property is in sequestration. 

The resources which arc availahle for its improvement 
arc various, but their aggregate amount very trifling. 

There are two good mission houses adjoining the church, 

and pleasantly situated near the river. In one of these 
the missionary himself resides; the other, in which the 

widow of i\lr. llolzbcrg is allowed to li\'c during her life, 
will produce a clear profit to the mission after her death. 
There are a few fields in the neighbourhood, which might 
produce perhaps 150 rupees per annum. 

Il11t that which has most occupied the Bishop's attention, 
is an estate called I'adre-cottagam (or the minister's farm,) 
near Devicotta/1, about twenty-five miles from this place. 
Jt is au island formed by the Colcroon, and with some little 

expense and care might become a very productive pro­

pcrty. It was granted by the government of l\Iadras to 
this mission in the year I i(jO, after the battle between 

Colonel Coote and the unfortunate Lully. The debt which 

this estate owes to government is lately somewhat reduced; 
one-eighth of it is free from taxes, am! the remainder is 

subject to a rent of fifty per cent. It is calculated that it 
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might produce, if in proper cultirntion, a clear income of 

GOO rupees per annum. This appears a very simple state­

ment, now (he investigation is over, but it was no easy task 

for the poor Bishop to arrive at it through all the perplexity 
of accounts, of difforcnt measurements, and varying pro­

<lucc, from all which jarring elements he succeeded in 
reproducing this unfortunate glebc. 'l'hc following memo­
randum, which he afterwards put into my hands, though he 
had not time to finish it, will best explain his own wise and 

benevolent plans respecting it: " It is not as a source of 
income, but as the nucleus of a Christian agricultural popu­
lation, that this property appears to me most valuable. 

There is no want of colonists of snch a description. A 
considerable number from Tranquebar, well rernmmended 
by Dr. Cremmcrer, haYc applied for permission to settle 

there; and other industrious Christian families might be 
easily selected from Cuddalore, and perhaps Tanjore. 
The space would afford accommodation and nourishment, 

as I am informed by a native tahsildar, for fifty or sixty 
families. Give them the land in small lots, and on easy 
terms, as tenants at will; I.mild a church and fix a missionary 
there-and what an opening would 1101 this givC' to the 
spread of the Gospel! By God's LlC'ssin/!' and tl1e help of 

lienevolent individuals, other lands mii!-ht be purd1a~ecl in 
the same neighbourhood, the parish wo11l<l grow larger anti 

larger, and the schools, the church, and e,·ery thing but 

the missionary salary, might be dcfrayecl Ly the ,·cry 
mo<lerate rent of the cultirntors. These last, indee<l, might 

for some years be only required to pay the go,·crnment 

tax, an<l a proportionate rent on that land which was tax­

frce. They would be thus encouraged to clear away jungle, 

repair dams, &c.; the property, now worthless, would get 
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into good heart; and a population, now poor, tlepcndcnt1 

and idle, would be trained up in habits of industry and 

comfort. ll would be necessary, however, for the Society 

for Promoting Christian Rnowlcdge to pay the debt to 

government, and to purchase the land in question from the 
Cuddalorc mission. It wilJ also be necessary to advance, 

the first year, a small sum to the cultivators (200 rupees, 
~fr. Rosen says, would be abundantly sufficient;) and, 

above all, to fix a missionary and a catcchlst there. 1\lr. 
Rosen also talked of a headman, at a handsome salary, 
being necessary to oversee the cultirntion. But I cannot 

sec why each peasant cannot cultivate his little lot for him­
self, without such a go-between. All disputes might be 

referred to the missionary." 
The same paper contains also the following remark: 

" The cultivated field~ in the neighbourhood of this place 

arc let to Ilcathcns, though l\lr. Rosen complains that the 

Christians arc miserably in want of employment. Uc 
urges, however, that the Christians, being very poor, would 
be wretched paymasters, and that they would be discon­
tented if they had not the lands at a proportionably ec1sy 

rent." Uc is decidedly of opinion that, wherever it is 

practicable, mission lands should be occupied by Christians, 
even though the funds may not immediately be so much 
benefited as they would be Ly Heathen tc>nants, consi<lering 

the advantage thus secured to the community, cheaply pur­
clmsed by so trilling a sacrifice. 

Ile inspected the whole of the mission premises at day­

break this morning, and, besides the rPpairs and alterations 
of the church, he suggested one very material impro\"Cmcnt, 
which is thus noticed in his paper of mcruorandums :­

" The present school-room is a wretched, ruinous building; 
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·-adjoining the church-yard, and entirely unfit for its pur­

pose. On the other side of the church, and so near it a~ 

to be a dangerous nuisance, there is a native house and 

garden, which might afford good accommodation for the 

schools, school-master, and catechist, and might be pur­

chased for seventy-five pagodas. This would be a Yery 

desireable acquisition to the establishment, if the money 
could be raised." 

On the whole, he has felt much interested in the future 

capabilities of this mission, rather than its actual state, and 

much may be hoped from those plans which he has already 

formed for its advancement. 

Jllarclt 21st. \Ve left our excellent host at Cuddalore, and 

made a night's run to Chillumbrum-a mode of travelling 

which the Bishop exceedingly dislikes, but it is necessary, 

in order to enable us to spend Easter-day at Tanjore. The 

Ilishop signed and despatched the Syriac translation of his 

second letter to 1'lar Athanasius, which I have found some 

difficulty in finishing, in the midst of such constant engage­

ments. The heat in our tents to-day, with all appliances 

of tatties, &c., was intense; we could not reduce it below 

9~0 
I. This evening we visited the stupendous pagoda for 

which this place is famous, a11d which is one of the se,·en;, 

of greatest renown in the Peninsula. There are four mag­

nificent goberams, or gateways, of pyraruidical form, and 

about 120 feet in height. They consist of nine stories, 

covered with a profusion of sculptured figures, and sur­

mounted by an oval dome; the two lower stories are of 

stone, (some of the stones of imm<:nsc size,) the rest of 

• The other six nrc J uggemautl1. Tripady, Conj.a,·eram, Seringham, 
Co1111J3conum, and ltamisserain. 



105 

!Jrick and clmnam. The measurement of the whole sil'llt• 
ture, given by Robertson, is very probably correct: 133:! 
feet in one direction, and 936 in another. The interior 

courts arc very imposing; especially the first, in which is 

a splendid choultry of 1000 pillars, consisting of two grand 
rooms en suite, with vaulted roof, handsome vestibule, and 
upper platform, to serve as the throne of the idol on ils oc­
casional excursions from the san~tuary; each room having 
fourteen pillars in length, with ten colonnades on each side. 
This was the first of the Southern pagodas which the Bishop 
had seen; and he found, he said, abundant reason to con­
firm him in the favourable judgmenf he had formed of 
Hindoo architecture, even from the smaller specimens in the 
.North, in opposition to the erroneous opinions formed on 
these subjects by some late writers in England.li' The chief 

curiosity, we were told, of this pagoda, is, that it contains 
in one court a temple to each of the rivals, Vishnu and Siva. 
,v c found them repairing several of the domes, which are 
covered with sheet brass. There arc said to be three hun­
dred Bramins attached to the establishment, and our party 
was followed Ly at least that number of clamorous beggars. 

Jflarch ~'Jd. \Y c rode thirteen miles to Slieealfy, where 
we found an excellent tra vcllers' bungalow. The Bishop 
received a letter from a clergyman on the 1Yilgherries, 
mentioning the increasing violence of l\Iar Athanasius, but 
that "some of the cantanars (or priests} have renounced 
the authority of their own mctrans, and joined the stranger, 
and that the whole body of the people ·arc intimidated 

by his anathemas, and the superior authority with which 

• See_ Mill's History of India, n. ii. c. 8, nu<l his authorities. See 
c:tls~ Oiohflfl Heber'; Journal, ii. 3Gd. 

I( 
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they suppose him to be invested by the patriarch." Hi:i 

lordship remarked, when he showed me the letter, that the 
only conceivable motive for any number of the clergy and 

people to submit to the pretensions of a stranger, and one 
of violent and tyrannical character, in preference to their 
own countrymen, the nath·e bishops, whom they had long 

known and respected, was a deep conviction that the au­
thority under which he acted was paramount, and super­

seded all other. The chief secretary to government en­

closes a letter from the resident in Travancore, (who is 
now on the Nilghcrries,) saying that "the new priests from 
Antioch" arc so violent and contemptuous of the govern­

ment of the country, that he has .i.uthorized the devan to 
send them away, but that he had not yet heard that they 
are gone. The Bishop, who feel3 the utmost grief at this 

intelligence, wrote immediately to the resident, begging him 

to suspend this order till he himself can arrive at Cotyam, 

and the real SC'ntiments of the people can be ascertained. 

\Vhile we were in Madras, the Bishop laid his vie,v of the 
subject before the governor; who requested him to take such 
:5teps as he thought fit for the arrangement of these unhappy 

differences, and authorized him to promise the payment of 
his salary on the part of government to the foreign metro~ 

politan, who might then reside amongst them as the chief 

in power, but without prejudicing the native bishops, whose 
Episcopal ordination was undoubted, and to whom he would 
naturally delegate the actual government of the churches as 
liis suffragans. 

Had the first letter to l\lar A thanasius from our Bishop, 

rncognising his claim, been delivered when he sent it, it 
would have had the effect of suspending these measures, 

.-,·hich there is every reason to appreJ1end will now be pre• 
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cipitatcd, and the power with which he is invested for me­
diating and reconciling the two factions be unhappily neu• 
tralized. If the rcsiclent's order has not yet been enforced, 

all may yet be healed, and the rupture with Antioch avoided. 
If otherwise, I fear the mischief will be irremediable ; for 
the ,·icw which the Bishop takes of the matter is this: the 
:-iyrian churches in l\lalabar form a diocese subject to the 
Patriarch of Antioch, who has been in the habit, from time 
to time, of sending bishops with full powers from himself 
to direct their ecclesiastical polity, and to consecrate others 
at their discretion. It was in this character that Bishop 
Heber recognised i\Iar Athanasius at Bombay, after a care­
ful examination of his credentials, and subsequently in his 
two letters. He does not doubt that his conduct has been 
violent and unjustifiable, but it remains to be seen how 

much this has been caused by opposition to his just claims; 
and, however much he deplores this conduct, he sees the 
necessity of separating between the personal character of 
the man and the office with which he is invested. lie hopes 
to be able to moderate the one, ,vhile he is only performing 
an act of justice in acknowledging the other. As to a vio­
lent separation from Antillcl,, to whom they owe allegiance, 
he thinks it would be injurious to their character, in the 
eyes of the Heathen nations, and to their own self-respect. 
If, indeed, the body of their Church wero reformed, the case 
would be widely altered; but there is every reason to be­
lieve that tlie daughter is as corrupt as the mother; and 
this quarrel is not one of reformation, as in our case with 
the Church of Rome, but of legitimate authority. Tho 
Ilishop's hope is, that the improvement gradually produccrl 
in l\Ialabar by the friendly labours of our missionaries, 

may extend its infh1encc back to Antioch, while, at tire 
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same time, it prepares them to be the most ellicient means 
of extending the Church of Christ in this country, where 
they arc respected by the Heathen, as a dependence on a 

most ancient and venerable communion. Uc dreads any 
thing like intorferencc on the part of our missionaries; and 
intends, if he sees any danger of this being even suspected, 
to remove them for a time to some other station, till every 
thing is amicably arranged. Entire neutrality in these in­
ternal discussions is the only ground on which the Church 
of England can maintain the good faith to which she was 
plc<lgcd, when she first established this mission in the heart 
,if a neighbouring and independent church. As far as the 
flcathcu government of T.avancore is concerned, the only 
quostion of any importance is, what bishop ha.s receivc<l the 
suffrages of the Church; for they have the right, by ancient 
r.harter from the kings of Trava11corc, to choose~ their own 
/iishops, who, in consequence of that election, arc rccog-
11 iscd as supreme among them by the existing government. 
Tt appears that the will of the Church, on the present ques.­
don, was expressed in full convocation on December 25th, 
1825; and, if this be true, all that is further ncce:.sary is 

• The manner of their election of a new bishop is by casting lots, 
after the example of the apostles in the designation of Matthias, Acts i. 
:!3. 'fwo are nominated, and the choice between them solemnly refet• 
rcc.l to God, by casting lots at the altar. "In Spain this was once the 
rommon practice, as may be concluded from a canon of the Council of 
llara/o1111, A. D. 599, which orders that, when a vacant see is to be filled, 
two or three shall be elected by the consent of the clergy and people, 
who shall present them to the metropolitan and hi, fellow bishops, and 
they, having first fo,ted, shall casl lots, leaving the determination to 
Christ the Lord. Then he on whom the lot shall fall shall be consum­
lllated by the blessing of consecration." Bingham Orig. Eccles. ll. iv. 
c. i. Instances of tlii.s custom in the Syrian Church may be ,.. iJ;l 
Asseman Biblioth. O1icnt. iii. 200, 202, 23-1. 
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the ofiicial communication of it to the dcran, and to the 
British resident. 

Jllarch :!3d. A ride of thirteen miles through a richly 
cultivated and very populous country, brought us to 1llya­
vcram, where we expected to find nothing but a bungalow 
to shelter us during the heat of the day; but we had just 
separated after breakfast, when the Bishop, who was sitting 
alone in the hall, reading his qreek Testament, was agree­
ably surprised by a visit from a German clergyman. He 
supposed at first he was a traveller, but found that he was 
a missionary in connexion with the Church l\Iissionary So­
ciety, and stationed here in the centre of a circle of thirty 
schools, which he has lately established. Strange to say, 
no one had mentioned to his lordship, l\Ir. Barenbruck or 
his mission. lie spent the day with us; and in the after­
noon, before we began our evening march, the Bishop 
visited the mission house and schools, which are built in a 

noble compound and with a great degree of comfort. The 
mission is at present in its infancy, but l\Ir. B. has happily 
attached to him John Devasagayam, ono of the best cate~ 
chists in the service of any mission, and whose fidelity and 
Christian character will be of great value in the formation 
of his Church. ,v e halted to-night, after a second march 
of twelve miles, at the village of Trcvalcngoddy; l'llr. 
Ilarenbruck accompanying us in our journey to Tanjore. 
I took the liberty of suggesting to the llishop, the good that 
:::ight result from a letter of friendship to l\Jar Philoxenus, 
the cider of the two native bishops in Trava11corc, a vcne• 
rable old man, who has lately lived in retirement in the 
North, leaving the active superintendence of the diocese to 
Dionysius, the younger. He wrote it immediately, and 
;a,·c it me for translation. 

K:! 
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,v e expected to have passed Good-Friday alone m oar 
tents, but were agreeably surprised, on arriving at Comba­
conum, to find it the residence of a sub-collector; and, 

though the Bishop was expected to pass through in the 
night, yet the necessary preparations were soon made for 
divine service, an<l he had a congregation of twenty or 
thirty persons, among whom were several native Christians 
who understood English. l\fr. l\lead, a dissenting minister 
in connexion with the London Missionary Society, very 
kindly sent the desk from his own chapel for the Bishop's 
use, and attended the service himself. He enclosed to his 
lordship a statement of his schools and other plans of use­
fulness, in which, however, he has not met with the success 
he anticipated; but his own spirit and conduct arc highly 
honourable. There is also a congregation here of thirty­
six Christians belonging to the Tanjore mission, a good 
chapel, with an English and Tamil school, but no resident 

catechist. The missionaries visit them occasionally, and, 
in their absence, the prayers are read by the schoolmaster. 

The town is large and populous, having been the seat of 
.the ancient Chola dynasty, whence the whole coast acquired 
the name of Cholamandel, since corrupted into Coromande/; 
There arc some ruins of the palace still visible, and two 
-splendid pagodas, whose stately gateways exhibit the usual 
disgusting ornaments of their sensual and polluted worship. 
~.rhcsc are generally confined to the lower stories, and the 
Dramins attempt to ground on this circumstance a wretched 
defence of such revolting representations, as if it was in­
tandecl to teach the vulgar, that, from the enjoyment of 
animal pleasures, the lowest condition of man's nature, they 
must gradually ascend to intellectual and spiritual attain­

ments, If this is any thing more than a mere sulJttrfugc1 ~ 
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order to excuse in our eyes what tl,ey cannot r,:d1iuit with• 
out some feelings of natural shame, it betrays at once the 

sensuality and grossness of their moral system, and their 

total ignorance of the principles of human nature. The 

Bishop remarked the frequency of these sculptures in the 
south of India, while there is scarcely an instance of them 

in the northern provinces, as a very curious point of dis­
tinction ; and also the smallness of the buildings in the 

latter, and their stupendous size in the former. 
lllarclt 25th. ,ve went to bed in our palanquins, which 

the bearers took up at midnight and brought us to Tanjorc 
(twenty-two miles) at day-break, where we met with the 
kindest welcome from the resident, Captain Fyfe, and his 
lady, The Uev. Messrs. lfohlhoff and Sperschneider,. the 

missionaries of the Society for Promoting Christian Rnow­

ledge, waited on the Bishop in the morning, and received 

his directions for the service of to-morrow. The venerable 

appearance of the former strongly recalled to our minds 
the striking and well known expression of Bishop Middle­
ton when he parted from him ten years before, and received 
his blessing.• He has now completed nearly half a century 
of Christian labour in India; and the simplicity of his man­
ners and character are exactly what you would expect to 
sec in a pupil and t:ollower of Swartz. Dr. Cremmercr also. 

and l\lr. Schrcyvogcl, the Danish missionaries, arrived from 
Tranqucbar to meet the Bishop. He was particularly 

anxious to see these gentlemen, to ascertain their senti­

ments on the great question of caste; and, not being able 

himself to vi:;it their mission, begged them if possible to 

·• "The Bishop (according to his own expression,) comideriug Mr. 
KohlhotT's character, could not help feeling tlmt tl,c less 1cas blessed of 
:he greater:' Donncy's ::llen1oir~, p. 13. 
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meet him here. His letter• to l\Ir. Schrcyvogel from Cl,il­
lumbrum contains several excellent inquiries an<l remarks 
~pon the subject, on which arrangement of thought and 

freedom from prejudice appear particularly difficult. 
After <lin uer the Ilishop walked over the premises of the 

mission, visited Swartz's chapel, hallowed by the grave of 
the apostolic man, an<l copied the inscription on the stone 
which covers it, interesting as being the composition of the 

rajah himself, and certainly the only specimen of English 
verse eve1· attempted by ,a prince of India. He was par­
tic_ularly pleased with the natural simplicity of expression in 
the last lines. 

SACRED TO THE IIIEl\lORY 
OFTIIE 

nEVEREND CHRISTIAN FREDERWli SWARTZ, 
MISSIONARY TO THE HONOURABLE SOCIETY 

FOR PROl\WTJNG CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 
I.N LONDON, 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 

ON THE 1:1th OF FEBRUARY, 1708, 
AGED 7} Y.IURS AND 4 MONTJlS. 

Firm wast thou, humble and wise, 
Honest, pure, free from disguise; 
Father of orphans, the widow's support, 
Comfort in sorrow of every sort; 
To the benighted dispenser oflight, 
Doiog and pointing to that which is right; 
Blessing to princes, lo people, to me; 
May I, my father, be worthy of thee! 
\,Vishes and prayeth thy S.\RABOJU. 

'fhe chapel is of the simplest order, with a scmicirculal' 

1·eccss for the altar at the east end : the tomb of Swa(tz is 

just before the reading-desk, in front of the altar. Before 

'Vide AppcndLt. 
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the southern entrance arc the trees under which tbc ,·cner­
ablc father used to sit and receive the reports of the 
catechists, and examine the children just before the daily 

twcning service. Immediately adjoining the chapel was 
Swartz's cottage, on the site of which, but considerably 
enlarged from the former foundations, l\lr. Sperschneider 
has built a house, which would be an excellent rectory in 
Eugland. The mission garden is very large, and we saw 
there many native Christians, among whom one was pre­
sented to the Bishop as one of the few who have offices 
under government: he is a writer in the rajah's service. 

11/arclt 26th, Easter-Day. The Bishop preached this 
morning in the l\lission Church in the fort, all the clergy 
present assisting in the service. His text was from Reve­
lation i. IS: I am He that liveth, and icas d,a<l; and 

behold, I am alive for evermore. l\Iany of the native 
Christians who understood English were there, and en­

treated his lordship, after the service, that he would allow 
them a copy of his sermon. lie promised to make sornc 
alterations in the style, so as to bring iL nearer to their 
comprehensions, and have it translated for them into Tamil. 
1 assisted him in the administration of the sacrament to 
thirty communicants uf the English, and fifty-seven of the 
native congregation; to each of the latter we rr,pcated the 
words in Tamil. The interest of this service, in itself 
most interesting, was greatly brightened by the delight and 
animation of the Ilishop, the presence of so many mission­
aries, whose labours were before us, and all the association~ 
of the place in which we were assembled, built by the 
venerable Swartz, whose monument, erected by the a!Tec­
tion of the raja:1, adorns the western end of the church. 

The group in white marlile, by Flaxman, represents tho 
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good man on his death-bed, Gericke standing behin<l l1im, 

the rajah at his side, two native attendants, and three 

chil<lren of his school around his be<l. I did not learn who 

wrote the inscription ; which, though not perhaps all one 

might have wished on such a subject, yet l'Ccords with strict 

propriety and truth the singular homage paid to his high 

character by conten<ling pl'inces, an<l the inlluenc~ of his 

counsels in the settlement of the principality. This was 

also gratefully acknowledged by the Court of Directors, in 

the monument raised to his memory in the Fort Church at 

.Ua<lras. 
TO THE MDlOilY OF TU~ 

IlEVEHEND CIIRJSTIAN FREDERIC!{ SWARTZ, 
llom at Sonucnlrnrg of Ncumark, in the kingdom of Prussia, 

the 2Gth of October, 172G, 
AND DIED AT TANJORE THE 13th OF FEBRUARY, 1798, 

IN 'l'llE 72d YEAR OF ms AGE. 
ll!':lOTED FRO~I HIS EARLY MANHOOD TO THE OFFICE OF 

MISSIO~ARY IN THE EAST. 
THE Sl'>IILARITY OF HIS SITUATION TO THAT OF 

TIIE :FIRST PREACHERS Ot' THE GOSPEL, 
l'RODUCED HI Hnl A PECULIAR RESE!IIBLASCE TO 

THE Sl!IIPLE SANCTITY OF THE 

APOSTOLIC CHARACTER. 
Jll,S NATURAL VIVACITY WON THE AFFECTIO,<, 

.ls HIS UNSPOTTED PROBITY AND PURITY OF LIFE 
4\LIKE CO".DL\NDJ::D THE 

REVERE:\'CE OF THE 
!'IIUIS'flAN, !\IAIIO:\IEDAN, AND HINDU; 

•·oR SOVF.R}CIGN PRISCES, HINDU Al'iD MAII0'1EDA~, 

SELECT>CD THIS HUltBLE PASTOn 

AS Tlll': ~IEDIUM OF 
0

POLITICAL NEGOCBTIO.'< \VITII TIIE. 

llRITISII GOVEHNI\IEN'l'; 
ASD Tilt: VERY M!I.RBLE THAT Ht:RE RECORDS HIS VIRT(;U 

WAS RAISED BY 

'J'HE LlBJ-~RAL AFFECTIO~ AND J-:STEF.:\1 OF TUE 

RAJAII OF TANJORE, 

l\IAlIA RAJAH SERFOJEE, 
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This n1onument will long remain a striking memorial of 
the gratitude and veneration with which his highness still 
regards his friend and guardian ; but his best and most 

lasting monument is seen in the foundation and prosperity 
of these Christian churches, the living witnesses of his faith­
fulness, and zeal, and wisdom. 

In the ernning thr. Bishop attended a Tamil service in 
the same church, which was literally crowded with the na­
tive Christians of Tanjore and the surrounding villages, 
many of whom had come from a considerable distance to 
be present on this occasion. l\lr. Harcnbruck, assisted by 
a native priest, read the prayers, Dr. Ca·mmerer, from 
1'ranquebar, preached, and the Bishop delivered the bless­
ing in Tamil from the altar. l\lr. Kohlhoff assured me that 
his pronunciation was remarkalily correct and distinct, anil 
the breathless silence of the congregation testified their 
delight and surprise at this affecting recognition of their 
rhurches as a part of his pastoral charge. I desired one 
of the nati\·e priests to ascertain how many were present, 
and I found they exceeded one thousand three hundred ; 
yet, by the judicious arrangement of excluding the infants, 
whom their poor mothers are in general obliged to bring. 
there was not the least disorder or confusion; and I have 
seen no congregation, even in Europe, by whom the re­
sponses of the liturgy are more generally and correctly 
made, or where the psalmody is more devotional and cor­
rect. The effect wa~ more than electric! it was a dee? 
and thrilling interest, in which memory, and hope, and joy 
mingled with the devotion of the hour, to hear so many 
voices, but lately rescued from the polluting sen·ices of 
the pagoda, joining in the pure and heavenly music of the 
Ea~tcr hymn and the humlrcdth psalm, an:I uttering thr 
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ioud Amen at the close of every prayer. For the last ten 
years I have longed to witness a scene like this; but the 
reality exceeds all my expectations. I wished that some 

of those (if any of that small number still remain) who 

deem all missionary exertion, under any circumstances, a 
senseless chimera, and confound the humble and silent 

labours of these devoted men with the dreams of fanaticism 

or the frauds of imposture, could have witnessed this sen­
sible refutation of their cold and heartless theories. The 
Bishop's heart was full; and never shall I forget the energy 

of his manner, and the heavenly expression of his counte­
nance, when he exclaimed, as I assisted him to take olf his 
robes, " Gladly would I exchange years of common life for 
one such day as this !" Some time after he had retired to 
rest, while I was writing in my bed-room, which is next to 

his, he came back to me to renew the subject on which his 
thoughts werr intengely fixed ; and his often-repeated ex­

pressions of wonder and thankfulness at the scenes of the 

pa3t day, were followed by a fervent prayer for the people, 
for the clergy, and for himself. 

11/arclt 2ith. The Bishop held a confirmation this morn­
ing in the Fort Church, at which there were twelve Euro• 
pean and fifty native candidates: i\Ir. Kohlhoff preached 

in Tamil. His lordship signed the Syrian translation of 
his letter to l\far Philoxenus, and I despatched it to the 
senior clergyman at Cotyam, to be delivered. The mis­
sionaries and their families dined at the residency to meet 

tlie Bishop, and at seven, after our e,·ening drive, we 

attended a Tamil service at Swartz's chapel in the mission 

ganlcn, when there were present nearly two hundred na­
ti,·es and se,·en clergymen. He had received no previou~ 

intimation of this sen·ice, but the manner in which he 
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!:cizeL~ on the opportunity thus unexpecteclly offered of a 
·yisitation strictly missionary, was more touching and im­

pressi,·e than any previous preparation could have made 

it. Ile sat in his chair at the altar (as he usually does in 

every church except the catl;e<lral ;) and after the sermon, 

before he dismissed them with his blessing, he acl<lressecl 

both missionaries and people in a strain of earnest and 

alfectionate exhortation, which no ear that heard it can 

ever forget. ,ve were standing on the graves of Swartr. 

ancl others of his fellow-labourers who are gone to their 

rest, and he alluded beautifully to this circumstance in his 

powerful and impressi\'e charge. As this was probably the 

_ last timo that he could hope to meet the~ again in public, 
• he exhorted them to fidelity in their high office, to increas­

ing diligence an<l zeal, to a more self-denying patience 

under privation, and neglect, and insult, looking for the 

recompense of reward; and lastly, to more earnest prayet· 

for themselves and the souls committed to their trust, for 

the prince under whose mild an<l equal government they 

live<l, an<l for him, their brother and fellow-servant. The 

address was short and very simple, but no study or orna­

ment could have improved it. It was the spontaneous 

language of his own heart,_ ancl appealed at 0J1ce to ours. 

The impression of it, I trust, will never be elface<l. 

Dr. Ilyne, our medical attendant, has been for some 

days indisposed, nnd, since our arrival here, has grown 

rnpi<lly worse. The Bishop has particularly reque~ted 

Captain Fyfo to allow him to be removed to a room ad­

joining his own, that it may be more in his po,ver to attend 

to him, particularly at night, than he coulcl otherwise <lo ; 

an<l, even in the midst of his constant engagements here, 

1te ha.s snatched many intervals to sil with him, and read 

L 
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,.md pi·ay by his bed-side. lie was twice with hiRl ih the 

course of last r,ight. 
,lfardi ~8th. The Ilishop paid a visit of ceremony to 

enc rajah, accompanied by the resident, and attended by 
all the clergy. ,vc were received in full durbar1 in the 
great l\Iahratta hall, where the raj;ihs are enthroned. The 
scene was imposing, and, from the number of Christian 
dcrgymcn in the court of a llindoo prince, somewhat 
singular : the address and manners of his highness arc, in 

a remarkable degree, dignified and pleasing. The Bishop 
~at on his right, the resident ne:i.:t to his son on his left, and 
the rest of the party on each side in order. He talked 
much of "his clear father," Swartz, and three times told 
the Bishop he hoped his lordship would resemble him, and 
~tand in his room. Perhaps few things from the mouth of 
an Eastern prince, with whom compliment to the living is 
generally exaggerated, could show more strongly the sin• 
ccrity of his aflection for the friend he had lost. The 
openness of his gratitude and reverence for the Christian 
missionary in the midst of his Bramins, and himself still 
constant in his own religion; is admirable ; and if on some 
occasions it be a little too prominent, who would not par­
Jon and ernn lorn a fault which is but the excess of a 
virtue? He was his pupil from the time he was twelve 
years old till he was twenty-four, and succeeded to the 
musnud the year after Swartz died, "And John l(dhl­
hoff," said he, " is a good man, a very good man ; we are 
old school-fellows." The Bishop thanked him for his uni­
form kindness to his poor Christian subjects and their 
teachers. He said it was but his duty, and l,e trusted all 

his subjects knew that he was their friend and protector. 

tfo thanked his lordship for hi5 goodnc,s in preaching td 
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tltcm in Tamil ( alluding to his having pronounced the 
blessing and administered confirmation in that language,) 
and regretted it was not possible for him to attend. J. 
,mderstood afterwards from the resident that he would 
certainly have done so, had the visits been exchanged 
before. He added, that the next time he visited Tanjore, 
he hoped he would be able to preach in Mahratta also. 
Hearing from the Ilishop that I came from Poona, he 
asked me if I understood l\[ahratta, and talked with in­
terest about that country of his ancestors, and especially of 
the events of the late war. l\Iuch of the conversation na­
turally turned on the pilgrimage he had lately made to 
IJcnares, and the lfahop's nortl11~rn journey supplied him 
with many topics which were equally familiar to both. 
Upon his lordship's admiring the hall in which we were 
sitting, he showed considerable information on the subject 
of architecture, and the comparative excellencies and pe­
culiarities of the Ilindoo and l\fossulman styles. At parting, 
he requested the llishop to come again privately to sec his 
library, museum, and printing-press. On the whole, much 
as we had heard of this celebrated person, we found our 
auticipations had not been raised too high. l\Inch, doubt­
less, of the interest excited before we saw him, sprung from 
the hallowing and endearing associations with the name of 
::;wart7., which in Heathen India, or the nations of Chris­
tendom, must ever be 

Alagnum et venerabile nomen: 
uut .his manners and conversation have 'tnany charms of 

dicmsclves, unconnected with these circumstances; and th~ 

.Bishop said, as we returned from the palace, " I have seen 
many crowned heads, but not one whose deportment was 
more princely." 
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--'l'he rest of the morning was spent in various local ,u-­
rangements and communications with the missionaries; 
and hearing with surprise that no distinct petition hacl 

hitherto been olfercd, according to the apostolic injunction, 
in their public services, for the prince under whose govern­
ment they lived, he composed the prayer of which I send 
you a copy, and which he desired might be immediately 
translated into Tamil, and henceforth used in all the 
churches of the province :-

" 0 Lord God Almighty, Giver of all good things, we 
licsrcch thee to receive into thy bountiful protection thy 
scrrnnt his highness the Maharajah Saraliojcc, his family 
and descendants. Remember him, 0 Lord, for good, far 
the kindness which he hath shown to thy Church. Grant 
him in health and wealth long to liva; preserve him from 
all evil and danger; grant that his son, and his son's son, 
may inherit honour, peace, and happiness; and grant, 
aliove all, both to him and to them, that peace which this 
world cannot give-a knowledge of thy truth here, and 
<'vcrlasting happiness hereafter, through thy Son Jesus 
l 'hrist our Sa\·iour. Amtn." 

In the evening we had some excellent music at the resi,. 

d"ncy, and the relaxation was as necessary to him as it 
was delightful; he enjoyed it exceedingly, and was parti-
1'.11\arly struck with the perfo1·mance of two Bramins, who 
~1ccompa11ied l\Irs. l~yfe in several difficult pieces, and 
afterwards played the overture in Samson at sigltt. B11t, 
in the midst of his evident enjoyment of this intellectual 
luxury, his thoughts were fixed on higher and nobler objects 
of interest; and, while all around him thought his car only 
,rns employed, his heart was devising plans for the benefit 
of these neglected missions, and dwelling on the prospect 
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of tl1cir success- I believe it is often thus, when he is moq 
the delight and admiration of society. He called me to an 
inner drawing-room, to communicate a suggestion that had 
just occurred to him, and which he desired me to carry into 
effect. \Ve were standing by an open window, looking 
out upon the garden, over which the moon had just risen. 
I know not why I should tell you these trifling circum­
stances, but the scene with all its features will never be 
clfaced from my recollection. It is fixed for ever in my 
remembrance by the powerful spell of his noble and hea­
venly spirit, and the memorable sentiment with which our 
ronversation closed. I expressed my fears that his strength 
would be exhausted by this unwearied attention to all the 
varieties of his great charge; adding, that I now understood 
the force of St. Paul's climax-" That which cometh upon 
me daily, the care of all the churches." " Yes," he ex• 
rlaimed, with an energy worthy of the apostle himself­
" but that which overwhelmed him was his crown and 
glory!" 

.,Iarclt 29th. The rajah returned the Bishop's visit io 
all his 5tate. He rode on a very noble elephant, with a. 
r.ommon hunting howdah, covered with tiger skins. Other 
elephants that attended him had silver h~wdahs with more 
costly trappings. His two grandsons, very fine little boys, 
came with him, and seem great favourites at the residency. 
His lordship begged the rajah to allow his son, a young 
man of eighteen, who has been proclaimed heir to the 
crown, to accompany him in his journey through the pro­
vinces, promising to instruct him in English as we travelled. 
He replied that he should accept the invitation with great 
rrratitude, but with far greater if he would allow him also to 

accompany him in Iii~ return to IJcngal, and ~pcm! some 
I,, '.! 



years under his lordship's sup~rintcndencc. The Bisiiop 
gladly asscuted to the proposition, and offered him either 
apartments in the palace, or to procure a house for him in 

the neighbourhood of Calcutta. The rajah said he would 
consult the ranee, who was so fond of this her only son, that 

he could determine nothing without her consent.* After the 
visit was concluded, I attended his lordship to the l\lission­
house, where he spent six hours in close and earnest con­
sultation on the resources and plans of this large and im­
portant district, Dr. Ilyne's illness is more dangerous, and 
the Bishop spent a great part of this evening in his room. 

JJiarclt 30th. The Bishop paid a private visit to tho 
rajah, who received us in his library-a noble room, with 
thre8 rows of pillars, and handsomely furnished in the 
English style. On one side there are portraits of the .l\lah­

rntta dynasty, from Shahjee and Sivajec; ten book-cases, 
containini a very fair collection of French, English, Ger­
man, Greek, and Latin books, and two others of l\lahratta 
and Sanscrit manuscripts. In the adjoining room is an air­
pump, ·an electrifying machine, an ivory skeleton, astro­
nomical instruments, and several other cases of books, many 
of which arc on the subject of medicine, which was for some 
years his favourite study. He showed us his valuable col­
lection of coins, paintings of flowers ,and natural history. 
with each of which he seemed to have considerable ac­
quaintance, particularly with the medicinal virtues of the 

• This plan, which was so extraordinary a proof of the rajah's conli­
.lcnce, and promised so much benefit to the young prince and his future 
subjects, was relinquished on account of the ranee's objections, who 
had suffered EO much anxiety from the illness of her son dming his pil­
~rimage, that nothing would induce her to con~ent to so Io11g an ab~nco 
"gain.-Vide J\ppcmlix-. 
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pla.uts in his lwrtus siccus. \\'hen we took our leave, his 
minister showed us a noble statue of the rajah, uy Iciaxman, 
which stands in the great hall which was used by the an• 

cient llindoo court, before the conquest of the l\lahrattas. 
The pedestal is a remarkably large and fine slab of black 
granite, eighteen feet by sixteen and a half. His stables 
contain several fine English horses; but that of which he 
is most justly proud, as the rarest curiosity of an Indian 
court, is an English printing-press, worked by native Chris­
tians, in which they struck off a sentence in l\lahratta, in 
the Bishop's presence, in honour of his visit. 

On our return from the palace, we spent the rest of the 
day, till four o'clock, at the l\Iission-house. Of the variety 
and multiplicity of the objects that have this morning come 
under the Bishop's consideration, it is impossible to give 

you a detailed account; and when you remember that the 
points thus crowded into a few hours were all new, and 

many of them involving questions of intricacy and delicacy, 
you will understand something of the labours of his office. lf 

' I subjoin the rough sketch which I wrote down from his mouti,,. 
and which bears in many places his own additions and alterations. 
This paper formed tlie basis of the instructions given by his lordship to 
the missionarios in his letter of the 3fat, and was the ground of my sub­
scqneut representations to the government here, and to the Society for 
Promoting Christi.in Knowledge, both here and in Engla11d, who were 
anxious to carry into effect his last wishes, as the best monument to his 
memory. It is a relic, therefore, which subsequent events have made 
cloubly precious to its possessor. 

1. The ordination of native priests-The qualifications necessary­
Let them come to Madras on the Bishop's return-Mr. Kohlhoff 
pro11oses examination by papers, scpamte. 

2. Tl,e pay of native priests J.::!5 11er annum.-!) S. pagodas per 
mcn~cm. 



Tlill great~st diiliculty arose from the emuarrassm~nt, 
occasioned by the enormous expense of the new l\lission-

1. Three recommcnded,-one to the west, one to south-east, and 
one to Timicvelly. 

4. Au old man at Tinncvdly fit for pension-Knowledge of S. S. and 
eloquence ;-but, like Eli, he allowed the scandalous conduct of his 
s011.-Twenty-two congregations in Tinnrorlly. 

At l\Iooura lilly or sixty Christians-A catechist is fixed there: near 
l\1ad11ra but few. 

Proposed that the congregations in Tinncvelly be transferred to 

the Church l\Iission Society, and that in return this mission take 
charge of those schools at llfyavcram, and in the neighbourhood of 
Vcpery, belonging to the Church Mission Society. 

The number of transferred congregations from the Royal Danish 
l\Iissiou, twelve. 

There should be a European missionary at Tanjorc, Trincltino­
pol.y, l\fadura, and Tinnei:rlly (if that is kept.) 

At Ramnad there is a church built by Colonel l\Iartin, and 
which fell in Christmas, 1824; now the collector und sub-collector 
propose to re-build it, for the benefit of the mission-Proposed to 
,acnd l\laliappen there---,ln its neighbourhood three ,·illages alto­
gether containing one hundred Christians. 

The new natives ordained, proposed to be sent to Kcn11ara111a11,­
galum, Ramnad, l\ladura, (or Tricl,i,,opoly.) 

Place the present native priests,-Adeikalum at Ta11jorc, Vissa­
vas~anadum at Cmnbawnuni, Pakyanaduillf.t Kanand11goddy, and 
Nellatumby at Boodaloor. 

Send l\Ir. De l\Iello to l\Iadura-The inhabit'lills have erected 
a temporary building, and wish for a more substantial one, 

Chnrcbes to be repaired at Boodaloor a111l J'oodaputty-Homes 
for native priests at Boodaloor aud Ka11a11dagodrly, 500 rupees 
each; a temporary house at llfadura, say 100, Church money. 

I'resen: establishm!!nt, three native priests at £35 each !Oii 
one pcn,ion . 25 

F. 130 
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hguse. As it is much larger than is necessary for the com­
fort of one missionary, and l\lr. Kohlhoff resides in his own, 
l suggested the appropriation of one side to a seminary of 

natives for the priesthood. Six students might I.Jc sufficient; 
and such an institution is iRdispensable, as the Bishop has 
<letermined to keep up eight native priests for the service 
of this mission. Bishop's College is of too high an order, 
too distant, and too expensive for this purpose. He was 
much pleased with the proposal, which he immediately em­
braced. From the house we went to the adjoining chapel, 
on the site of which he authorizes the building of 'a new 
church, with part of the very liberal sum allowed for this 
purpose by the Society for Promoting Christian Rnowledge; 

Travelling expenses to three natiYc priests, at forty rupees each 
per annum 12 

Repairs of chapels, hou~es, &c. 70 
Twelve catechists 28 pagoda.s per mensem 95 
Thirty-five Tamil schoolmasters, 44, 24, 42. 

Cost of house moos. pagodas I 340-1 35 15 
Buy houses 1000 747 

Tiled verandah 300 (this i.s new) --
2657 35 15' 

Of this has been paid by the mission 497 

250 

747 
Dnrial ground requires a wall: perhaps gonrnm~nt n-ou!J tlo 

this. 

Thirty-six " servants iu temporal concerns." 

The poet a proper person to be recommenJcd to the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

The Bishop will endeavour to obtain for the missionaries an 
allowance of one pagoda per diem travelling expenses, for visiting 
the congregations while travelling. 

The 111issiouurics and catechist~ in arrcar$. 
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intending to apportion th(l remainder to different villages o:' 
the district. He drew immediately a 'plan and elevation o~ 
the proposed building, keeping the present chapel, with 

Swartz's grave, as one side of the transept. 
The library contains some valuable books, chiefly Ger• 

man and Latin, with a few theological works in English ; 
but it is fast falling into decay, and almost useless to the 
111ission in its present state. A little timely care might 
.sa,·e it, and a few additions and exchanges of books might 
render it an essential benefit to the establishment. No part 
of this venerable institution gave the Bishop greater pleasure 
than the English s6hools, both male and female, which ho 
;risited before we left the garden. 

fliarclt 31st, The reverend missionaries called to take 
their leave of the Bishop, and to receive his instructions. 

These he had previously drawn up in a letter addressed to 

lUr. Kohlhoff, of which I send you a copy: 

MY DEAR Sm, 
I enclose a draft on Madras for :Madras rnpees, three 

liundrcd, of which 1 will thank you to dispose in the fol~ 
towing manner, instead of that which I mentioned yester­
day:-

Benevolent Society institnted by C. David 

Mrs. l\Iartensen . 
Poet . 

i:ach of the four native priests, 30 

100 
uO 
30 

. 120 

300 
Ha,,e the goodness to inform. the native priests of the 

necessity which there is of their all fixing themselves at 

the dificrent st11tio!ls assigned to them, that houses will bo 
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built for them at Komaramangalum, Boodaloor, and Kab 
1,a11dagoddy, to which I will now add, Ramnad (if there 
is no house there already.) I will also observe, that it 

being <lesireable to plant, at all the above stations, personi, 
in full orders and competent to administer the Lord's sup­
per, it will be necessary to send away all who are now in 
orders {so soon as you can spare them,) from Tanjorc, and 
to supply the place of him whom we had destined for home 
service, with one of the deacons whom I propose, by God's 
blessing, to ordain on my return to l\Jadras. The other 
two dr,acons may be stationed at llladura and Trichi,10-
poly, where houses may be rented for them.-Have the 
goodness to inform the country priests now in orders that I 
am enabled to promise each of them, besides his house and 
travelling expenses, a clear monthly pay of 10 pagodas­
which I believe is £7 a year more than they now receive. 

The newly ordained deacons must, for the present, be 
content with the former itllowance of £:J5, to be increased 
when they shall be admitted into full orders. 

You will have the goodness to direct the candidates for 
orders whom you have recommended to me, to prepare 
themselves both by prayer and study in the time which must 
elapse before my return to l\la<lras, of which I will send you 
due notice. It will be probably about the beginning of July. 

,viii you have the goodness to make inquiries about the 
present state of the church at Ramnad, also of the churche:l 
at Combacanuin, Kamaramangalum, J:oodaloor, and Ka­
nandagoddy, what repairs will be necessary for each, ar.J 
the estimate of expense. 

,vherever there is a native priest stationed, it is highly 
desireable that there should be a decent place of worshii,, 

The repairs of th~se, I ~hould hope. may b-:J cl<:-frayed b.;r 



128 

·1hc ordinary income of the mission. Their erection, where 
necessary, I will endeavour to provide for, from some other 

quarter. 

I shall apply to government t9 request them to make a 
monthly allowance of 80 rupees for the performance of 
English service on Sundays. Of this, 10 rupees may serve 

to light the church, and for other trifling expenses. The, 
remainir.g 70 will be a small addition of 10 pagodas n 
month each, to the incomes of yourself and :Hr. Sper­
schneider. I sincerely hope government will not refuse this 
-I am sure it is well merited by you both. I wish it were 
in my power to obtain you more. I will write to Dr. Rottier 
on the subject of the l\lission-house. lly the suggestion of 
making a part of it a place for the education of youth, I 

hope I may he enabled to relieve l\Ir, Spersclmeidcr from 

his difficulties. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend and brother in Christ, 

(Signed) REGINALD CALCUTT.A. 

TANJORE, JJ[arch 31, 1826. 
The Rev . .l\Ir. KouLIIOFF, 

In his visit to establish a missionary at Ramnad, the 

Bishop has a further object beside the immediate care of the 

Protestant congregation of that place and the villages in its 
neighbourhood. The whole of that coast, from Ramnad 

to Cape Comorin, is inhabited by the tribe of Paroors, 

the only men employed in the pearl fishery, who a1e all 

Roman Catholics. They amount to about 10,000 souls. 
In temporal matters they are subject to the jadetallira11, 

or head man, who resides at Tutacorccn, in which place 

alone there are nearly 5000. In spiritual affairs they are 
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~.n:erne<l, Lut unfortunately not instructed, by one priest 
:Cnt occasionally from Goa, who has frequent quarrels with 
the jadetallivan, and is dreaded by the people for his ex­

rnrtion. The character of these people is very favomably 
described Ly those who have known them best, and a better 
opening could hardly be desired for a prudc!,t and zealous 
m1ss10nary. Surely, if these circumstances were known in 
England, some one might be found willing to under.take so 
interesting ancl extensive a charge. If the wants of that 
<listrict alone could be told in our universities, is it possible 

they could be told in vain 1 
The Bishop had much conversation this morning with 

l\lr. Schreyvogel, the junior missionary from 1'1w1quebar, 

both on the subject of caste and on his own future plans. 
lie wishes to be transferred to the Society for Promoting 
Christian l{nowledge, and the Bishop has desired him to. 
accompany him to 1'ricltinopoly, where he thinks of placing 
him, if on further intercourse it should appear desireable, 
and the transfer can brJ effected. l\lr. Kohlhoff will also 

join our party. 
"re leave 1'anjoi·e with the sincerest regret, and with the 

strongest interest in a spot so fa\'oured and so full of pro­
mise. The Bishor has more than once obsen·ed to me, 
that instead of the usual danger of exaggerated reports, and 
the expression of too sanguine hopes, the fault here was, 
that enough had not been sai<l, and repeats his conviction 
that the strength of the Christian cause in India is in these 
missions, an<l that it will be a grievous and heavy sin if 
England and the agents of its bounty do not nourish and 
protect the churchc11 here founded. lie has seen the other 
parts of India and Ce9lon, and he has rejoiced in the pros­
pect.; opened of the extension of Christ's kingdom in ruany 

l',[ 
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distant places, an<l by many different instruments; but ho 
has seen nothing like the missions of the South,-for these 
ure the fiel<ls most ripe for the harvest, 

Poor Dr. Ilync continues so ill that we arc obliged to 
leave him behind us, and, indeed, scarcely a hope is enter­
tained of his recovery. Ilut he has become so much at­
tached to the Bishop, in the course of the last week, that 
lie cannot bear to relinquish the hope of rejoining him. 
His J<,rdship has therefore promised to wait for him a few 
days at Trichinopoly, in case he should be allowed to re• 
sume his journey l but this is most improbable. I cannot 
help mentioning a beautiful instance of his piety and kind• 
ness, to which 1 was accidentally a witness this evening, as 
it exemplified so strongly his delight in the humblest duties 
of the pastoral office, and the characteristic modesty that 
~eeks rather to conceal them from the observation of others, 
when no end of charity is answered by their being known. 
The carriage in which we were to travel the first stage of 
our et·ening march was at the door, artd we were about to 

take leave of our kind and excellent hosts, when the Bishop 
~xcused himself for a moment, saying he must shake hands 
once more with his poor friend before he left him. A few 
minutes after, going up stairs for a book which I had for .. 
gotten, and passing by Dr. Ilyne's open door, I sa11' the 
dear Bishop kneeling by his bed-side and his hands raised 

in prayer. You will not wonder that I should love this 
man, seeing him, as I sec him, fervent in secret and indi­
vidual devotion, and at one hour the centre of many labours1 

the apostle of many nations, at another snatching the last 
moment to kneel by the bed of a sick and <lying fricnd 1 

who but a fortnight ago was a perfect stranger to him. 

April lst. We reached our tents at midnight, and ar• 
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rived between seven and eight this morning at Trichinopoly_. 
Many of the principal residents, both civil and military, met 
his lordship a few miles from camp, and conducted us to 

the liouse of l\fr. Bird, one of the provincial judges, by 
whom our whole party was most kindly welcomed. The 
intense heat of the weather, and the fatigue we had lately 
undergone, almost unfitted us for any exertion; but the 
Ilishoji was occupied the greater part of the morning in 
receiving the report of the English congregation, schools, 
and hospitals, from the Rev. l\Ir. Wright, the chaplain 
of the statiou, and of the mission from l\lr. Rohlhoff. 
The head-quarters of the southern division, a king's regi­
ment, detachments of artillery, and the officers of several 
corps of native troops, beside the departments of the civil 
authorities, make this one of the most important stations 

under the Presidency, and it is happy in the care of its 
present chaplain ; but the mission is in a very poor and de­

serted state. It was first founded by Swartz, who visited 
this place, as well as Tanjorc, in his occasional excursions 
from Tranquebar; and in l\Iay, 17GJ, fixed his residenc~ 
here, dividing hi, labours between the two missions for six­
teen years, until, in 1778, he removed to the residence 
which the rajah (Tuljahjee) assigned him in the fort of 
Tanjorc, and left the church of Trichinopolg to the care 
of i.\lr. Pohle. Since the death of that excellent and vener­
able pastor, it has depended on the occasional visits of the 
missionaries of Tanjore S' but the distance, and their other 

numerous engagements in their own immediate district, 
make it impossible for them to give more than a general 
superintendence. Perhaps, under all circumstances, it is 
rather wonderful that it has not suffered more. Including 

the vi!la~es in the suburbs, t}1ere is a congregation of about 
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four hundred and ninety souls, under the care of a catechist, 

with one Tamil school and a considerable English one. 

'l'he funds of this mission, which are entirely distinct from 

those of Ta11jore, are very smt1ll, not exceeding thirty ru• 

pees a month. It had been erroneously supposed that its 

resources were rich, and more than adequate to all de­

mands; a mistake which arose from conceivi~ that the 
i:estry fund, a purse which had been formed and supplied 

!Jy \·oluntary contributions for the relief of the poor gener­

;1lly, was available for the purposes of the mission. The 

English school appears entiroly supported by thr, vestry, 

liut is kept in the school-room attached to the lllission pre­
mises in the fort. 

The Eishop has given notice of a confirmation in the 

jlission Church on l\Ionday morning, and desired me to 

write to i\Ir. Schreyvogel, requesting him to preach 011 that 

occasion. To collect information on the several rcsom·ces 

,.md wants of the mission, has been more than enough for 

to-day. To-morrow will be occupied entirely with tl1e 
£nglish services . 

. tlpril 2d. The Ilishop preachecl this morning to a 

n-owdcd :rndiencc at St. John's, from I John ,,. •. G: This is 

be i!tat came by wafer and blood, ei•en Jesus Christ; 1wt 

hy water only, but by water and blood. And it i3 t/1e 

Spirit t!tat bearetlt wit11ess, because the Spirit is truth. 

In the evening service, he confirmed forty-two of the Eng­

lish congregation in the same church, and delivered his ad• 

Jress to them from the pulpit. He exerted himself greatly 

in both services, more perhaps than was necessary, and 

rnmplained that the church was very difficult for the voice 

to fill, and the pulpit raised too high. lie has been op• 

pressed the whole day by the intense heat of the weather, 
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and anxious, in consequence of unfavourable accounts from 
Calcutta. On returning from church, in the morning, I 

was so ill as to be obliged to go to bed, and, with his usual 

affectionate cOn$ideration, he came· and sat the greater part 

of the afternoon with me. He read me a letter he had 
written to ]\[r. Fenn, at Cotyam, on hearing that l\Iar 
A thanasius has actually left the country, but I was too ill to 
copy it for him. Its general tenour was to approve the en­

tire neutrality with which he informed him the missionaries 
had acted ; and, as matters now stood, to recommend the 
Church in 1.llalabar to write by the hand of their bishops 
to the patriarch of Antioch, relating to the nents connected 
with the visit of his legate, and entreating him in his choico 

of future metropolitans, to have especial regard to gentle­
ness and moderation of character. Our conversation this 

afternoon turned chiefly on the blessedness of heaven, and 
the best means of preparing for its enjoyment. He re­

peated several line~ of an old hymn, which, he said, in spite 
of one or two expressions which familiar and injudicious 
use had tended to vulgarize, he admired as one of the most 
beautiful in our language, for a rich and elevated tone of 

devotional feeling. 

Head of the Church triumphant! 
\Ve joyfully atlore thee,-&c. ,, 

In the family prayers this evening, after we returned from 

church, he particularly mentioned our friend Dr. Uy~e, 
whom he told us he had promised, at pariing, that he woulcl 

then always remember. 
April 3d. How shall I record my feelings this sad, this 

miserable day !-I am writing by the lifeless body of my 

cioar departed master! Oh, what is man! what b his best 
M2 
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estate, when most gifted wid1 all that is truly great and 
admirabl~ ! Here lies one who01 all loved, whom every 

heart admired and cherished ! One to whom the eyes of 

all in India, and of thousands in England, were turned 
with high-raised expectations of usefulness in the Church 
of Christ; and how justly !-for his whole soul was filled 
with intense desire for the glory of his Divine l\faster. 
Here lies one who has been the tenderest, the most affec­
tionate friend-the most condescending, most confidential 
-one whom I have always loved most dearly, but, till 
now, knew not how much I loved him. 

At six this morning our dear Bishop attended the Tamil 
service in the Mission Church in the fort, when he con­
firmed eleven young persons of the native congregation, 
and pronounced the blessing in •.ramil. After divine ser­
vice, he visited the English and •.ramil schools, and the 
i.\lission-house, which are all immediately adjoining the 
church; and, seeing the greater part of the native Chris­
tians collected round him while he stood on the steps lead­
ing to the house, he addressed them, as l\lr. l{ohlhoff 
afterwards informed me, with his characteristic energy and 
kindness. lie exhorted them to be Christians not in name 
only, !:,ut in trudi, and to have their conversation honest 
among the Heathen that surrounded them; promised that 
he would soon place a missionary among diem, and prayed 
God to pour down his blessing upon them. He then took 
]eave of l\h. I(ohlhoff and l\lr. Wright, who had also 

attended him, and returned home. I had been prevented 

by sickness from accompanying him, and l\lr. Doran had 
taken that duty for me. On his return, he came immedi­
;:tcly into my room before he took off his robes, and stood 

t:i.lkiug by my bc<l-side for half an. hour, with more than 
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his usual animation, on the subject of the mission. lie 
said he had ueen much interested in all he had seen ; that 

it urokc his heart to witness the poverty of the congrega­

tion, which needed much the constant care of a vigorous 

and active missionary; and that having heard l\lr. Shrey­
vogel preach, he was quite determined to place him here. 
He lamented that he had previously had so little informa­

tion of the details of the several missions he visited, and 
1 

expressed his intention of requiring, in future, periodical 

reports from all in every part of the diocese. After some 
particular arrangements for the morning, he left me, in· 

order to undress and bathe. He sat a few minutes, appa­
rently absorbed in thought, before he went to the bath, 
which is a separate uuilding,- a few yards from the house,. 
and filled from a spring considerably beyond his depth. 

He had used it on the two preceding mornings, and en­
joyed it exceedingly. His servant, alarmed at his staying 

beyond his usual time, and hearing no sound, opened the 
door, and saw the I.Jody, apparently lifeless, below the 
surface of the water. He ran immediately to my room 
and gave the alarm, with a I.Jitter cry, that his mastn was 

dead ! On reaching tlie uath, I plunged in, and assisted a 

bearer, who was already there, to lift the body from the 
water, and l\lr. Doran and I carried it in our arms to tho 
nearest room. Every possible means were instantly used, 

hut in vain : the garrison and superintending surgeons, who 
arrived almost immediately, continued their aaempts at 

resuscitation for a considerable time; but all hope was 
gone-and the hlessed spirit was already beforo the throne 

of God. They give it as their decided opinion, that his 
death wa.~ caused by apoplexy; there had probably ueen 

a predisposition to it, which the shock of the colo water 
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had suddenly brought on. All were plunged in grief. The 
venerable and excellent l\lr. Rohlholf visited me, and his 
almost passionate burst of sorrow was deeply alTccting. He 
threw himself into my arms, weeping aloud-" \Ve have 
lost our dear father ! we have lost our second Swartz, who 
loved our mission, and laboured for it: he·_ had all the 
energy and benevolence of Swartz, ·a·nd greater conde­
scension. \Vhy has God bereaved us thus 1" It was long 
before the good man's grief was moderated ; I cannot won­
der at its violence, and I dare not blame it. His hopes 
had been raised to their height by the labours vi>f unwcaricd 
love which he witnessed at Tanjorc, and which he thus 
described to a friend yesterday:-" If St. Paul had visited 
the missions, he could not have done more, excepting only 
his power of miracles." And now, alas ! all these hopes, 
and a thousand others which we fondly cherished, arc gone 
for ever ! So sudden has been the event, and so serene 

and heavenly is the expression of his features, that I can 
scarcely yet belie\·e the reality of our loss: but this is the 
last hour I shall pass by his dear side in this world. l\lay 
grace be given to me that we may meet again in glory! 

April 4th. At sunrise the melancholy procession moved . 
.Minute guns were fired from the fort, and the troops of the 
station formed a street a mile and a half in length, from 
l\lr. Bird's house to tl10 church.~ The chief civil and 

military authorities bore the pall : I followed as chief 
mourner, accompanied by Captain Harkness commanding 
his escort, and the Rev. Messrs. Rohlhoif, Doran, and 
Sclircyvogcl. The sides of the road were thronged with 
thousands of natives, Hindoos and l\Iahometans, as well as 

Christians, who crowded along the banks to catch the sight 

w Vidc A ppcndil. 



of his bier; for among all his name was well known and 

deeply reverenced. l\lr. "'right read the first part of the 

service, l\lr. Doran the lesson, and it was my sad office ;o 

commit his dear remains to the earth. His grave is on the 

north side of th~ altar in St. John's Church-the very spot 

from which he had blessed the people but twelve hours 

bcforo his own pure spirit was admitted to the blessedness 

of hca,·cn. It required the strongest effort to enable mo 

to fulfil this last service to my beloved master ; I was in­

terrupted frequently by the tears and sobs of those around 

me ; and, when I had closed the book, hundreds of the 

poor natin: Cbristians whose hearts he won yesterday by 

his kindness and condescension, crowded round, entreating 

to be allowed to throw the earth upon his coffin. 

I can never forget the awful solemnity of that ltour. I 

cannot yet believe the event ; it is like the warning of a 

disturbed and feverish dream-but we must soon awake to 

the conviction of its reality; and not we alone who enjoyed 

l1is confidence and affection, but a thousand hearts who 

trusted to him as the bulwark of Christianity in India, and 

reposed their hopes in the many excellencies that were 

blended in his matchless character, as the one best fitted 

to adorn his high station, and to fulfil the course aJ)pointcd 

him. His was indeed a character that can neither be too 

widely known, nor too closely illlitate<l; and, though there 

arc times of deep and overwhelming sorrow for the myste­

rious dispensation that has laid us low, there arc also 

moments in which we must all acknowledge with gratitude 

the distinguishing favour that has spared him to us so long. 

Oh may not one of the many who in happy England will 
soon mourn over the bereavement of our orphan Chureh, 

set sail for these desolate shores without brcatlling an 
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~arnest prayer to Almighty God that the mantle of P,Jijah 

may rest on Elisha; and as one of our noblest heroes, 

-.,hen entering upon his last and most splendid action, 

exclaimed, 11 Victory or ,v estminster Abbey!" so may liis 

eye be fixed with firm confidence and humble hope on the 

labours and the triumph of ltim who has gone befor~, ancl 
aspire with a holier and more chastened ambition to tl,e 
;:rave of 1'richinopol!f and Jicavcn ! 

It would be but to trespass on the indulgence of the 
reader, which has accompanied me through these last­
memorable days, to the heart-rending scene by which they 

were so abruptly closed, did I extend the extracts from my 
journal beyond these limits. At the same time, I feel it 

would be injustice to his memory-to the societies in whose 

cause he might be said to spend his latest breath-and to 

this government, to which I have now the happiness to 

belong-did I not record the subsequent tribute of universal 
ancl affectionate respect paid to his memory by all classes, 
in a degree unprecedented eYen in this most liberal country. 
I will briefly add, therefore, the events of the short time 

that intervened before my return to Calcutta. 
It was spent in a melancholy journey through the same 

scenes that I had lately visited under such different circum­

stances, and in anxious endeavours to carry into effect his 

vlans and purposes for the benefit of the missions, which 
liacl engaged his latest cares. ,vherever I went, I met 

rhe same deep feeling of general sympathy ; and every 
8uggestion of his wishes, however slight, was promptly met 
by the liberality of government, the aid of the religious 

societies in connexion with the Church, and the spontaneous 

exertions of ull classes of society. 
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lt was my melancholy duty, in compliance with the 
request made to me by Mr. ,vright at the grave, and the 

~enerally expressed wish of the community, to preach the 

funeral sermon, on the following Sunday, over my revered 

and honoured friend. It was a day never to be forgotten; 
and when, at the close of it, I commended the native con­

gregation (whose poverty he had lamented to me with his 
last words, and for whose welfare he had pledged himself 
to provide) to the kindness of the British residents of the 
place, my voice was lost in the sobs and tears of the con­

gregation. The suggestion was received with the most 
cordial approbation, and the next morning a public meet­

ing* was held in the church, for the purpose of raising a 
fund for the benefit of the Trichinopoly Church Estab­

lisliment and Sc/tools. The result, both in the amount of 

subscriptions and donatiom;, was sufficient lo encourage our 
sanguine hopes for its permanent and enlarged support. 

:Measures were also immediately taken, to ensure the 
transfer of Mr. Schreyvogel from the Danish mission at 
Tranquebar, to the service of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, and for his appointment to this 
station, according to the expressed intentions of the Bishop 

in the last hours of his life. The government of Madras 

desired me, in the handsomest manner, to bring- to their 
notice e,·ery proposition which he intended to make, and 

placed all the public resources at my disposal, for the pro­

secution of my journey, in the fulfilment of his known 

intentions. Am], besides several works which the papers 

in my possession enabled me to recommend on his lord­

~hip's authority, they most liberally complied with my own 

·' \'i,fo J\ppendi1. 
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_s·Jgge~tions, and gave immediate orders for the complete 
repairs of the l\lission Church in the fort, endeared to our 
future recollections as the scene of his last earthly labours. 

They directed also a marlile to be placed on his grave, and 
a mum\ tablet in St. John's Church, to his memory, to be 
inscribed as follows:-

SACRED 
TO TIIE !II EMORY OF 

REGINALD HEBER, D. D. 
LORD BISHOP OF CALCUTTA, 

WHO WAS RERE 

S'JDDENLY CALLED TO HIS ETER!'I.\L REST, 

DURISG HIS VISITATION 

OF THE SOUTHERN PROVINCES OF 

HIS .EXTENSIVE DIOCl:S£, 

0'.1 THE THIRJl DAY OF APRIL, 

A. D. MDCCCXXVI. 
-~:<D 1:-1 THE THIRD n:An OF HIS ;;p1scoPATl'.-· 

"BE YE ALSO RE.o\DY." 

Before I left Trichinopoly, I once mote paid a visit to 
the Mission Church. I ascended at day-break the cele­
brated rock, which is a ~triking eminence of bare granite 
within the fort, about four hundred and fifty feet high, 
commandin~ tJ1e country to a considerable extent, and 
rrowned with a small pagoda of groat sanctity. The ascent 
i; chiefly liy a liroacl covered way, built with solid masonry, 
with occasional openings to the air; and, the last eighty or 
one hundred feet, the steps are cut in the surface of the 

rock, and uncovered. The view of the country is in one 
direction extremely rich; the island of Seringam, whose 
gigantic pyramids gave to the wholo scene a strong resem• 
hlance to the plains of Egypt, with its venerated pagoda 

of_ sevenfold enclosure, and the hranchc~ of the Ca very, 
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,,,hose course, like that of the Nile, is marked by the un• 

ri\'allecl fertility of tlie soil through which it flows. 

This great temple, in many respects the most remarkable 

in India, stands about a mile from the western extremity 

of the island. The walls of each enclosure arc twenty-li\'O 
feet high and four thick, of solid masonry. The interval 

between each enclosure is three hundred and fifty feet,· and 

rach has four large gates, surmounted by a lofty goberam, 

or pyramidal tower. The outward wall is nearly four 

miles in circumference, and the southrrn gate, which ~ 

still nnlinisheJ, is rnally stupendous, the entrance being 

forty· li\'e feet high, and overlaid with beams of granite, 

thirty fret long and live thick; the style singularly beautiful 

and light. The veneration in which Seringam is held, 

arises chielly from the belief that the idol enshrined in the 

inner sanctuary, is the identical image of Vishnu which 

was worshipped by Brahma. 'l'he sanctuary itself is small 

and heavy; and the style of architecture, both of this and 

the three inner courts, is very different from that of the 

four otfrers, and bears evident marks of a much higher 

11ntiquity. The most beautiful thing, perhapg, is the choultry 

of one thousand pillars, lofty, regular, and very noble. 

The jewels of the pagoda, gold vessels, dresses, necklaces, 

&c., for the great idol, and in which he is arrayed on his 

chief festival, arc but very tawdry and indifferent. They 

are said to be worth about six lacs of rupees, or £G0,00O. 
The temple has several times been plundered by its own 

Ilramins, who are described as the mast profligate of the 

southern colleges. Orme says, that in his timo their 

numbers, with thdr families, maintained entirely hy the 

o!fcrings of pilgrims, amounted to forty thou,ancl souls.­

Vol. i. p. 178. 
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'l'he fort, au cxle11sive walled town, containing twenty 01· 

l hirty thousand inhabitants, several handsome mosques, 
and the nabob's palace and gardens lay beneath us. Ilut 

the most painfully interesting spot was Swartz's Church, 
where our dear Bishop pronounced his last blessing on 

Monday morning. The associations of a remote and super­
stitious age, the traditions of a. Heathen antiquity, even the 
gallant and heroic exploits of our own countrymen,* which 
the objects before us were so well calculated to awaken, 
all gave place to the recollections suggested by these 
humble walls, consecrated by the simple rites of our own 
pu1·e and holy faith, and now doubly hallowed by the 
ministrations of Christian heroes, the prayers of Swartz 
and Heber. ,ve hastened to take a nearer view of it, 

perhaps for the last time. It is a handsome, well-propor­
tioned church; but the cracks in the arches and roof are 
very threatening, and it is pronounced to be unsafe. It 

seems strange that Swartz, bo,h here and at Tanjore, 

should have built with elliptical arches. Here is perhaps 
the only specimen of his composition in Persian, which he 
:spoke with considerable fluency. At the altar are the 
Lord's prayer, the commandments, and the creed, in 
English; texts on the Lord's supper and baptism; several 
short texts in Portuguese and Tamil, and the following in 
Persian, where it will be remarked that he has preserved 
the correct orthography of the name Jesus, as the Syriac 
and all Eastern Churches have done, rejecting the l\Iaho­
metan corruption of ~~s; unfortunately substituted 

by modern usage. 

* This was the scene of the great struggle between the English and 
French, constituting one of the chief eras in the history of British Indi:i. 
Mill'.; Hist. B. iv. c. 2. 
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On a grave-stone in the aisle is this verse of Hafiz:-

~½'~~~ .)j.Y. ~ /t ~ /lcr-c: 

~~.f'_.)((~t~())J u~1~_} 

In the re-building of the church, the recess of the altar 
will not be touched. It was from this spot the Bishop 
pronounced the benediction, only one hour before he 
entered into rest ;-and let this be, in years to come: the 
lone of India, where future missionaries may renew their 
vows; and while they tread this sacred ground, and enter 

into his labours, may pray for a larger portion of his 
heavenly spirit to descend upon themseh-es. 

On my return to Ta11jorc I visited many of the village 

,·hnrches, in order to ascertain their actual condition, and 
the extent of assistance they severally required. I found 

c,·ery where the sa:r.e deep feeling of sorrow for our 
common loss, in which even the inhabitants of the poorest 
and most sequEstered villages felt they had their share, 

even though they had only heard from others the report of 
l1is goodness; and I will mention it to th('ir honour, that 

ihough many of those I saw l\'ere in the lowest state of 

poverty, anll many of them reduced to sla\'Cry-while a 
multitude of earnest petitions were pr('sented to me for a 

mo:·e regular pastoral instruction-I did not receive onr: 
single request for pecuniary aid. I could not listen without 
a painful emotion of lwpe at least defared, to these im­

portunate cries for help. It is for us to supply their 1rnnts, 
especially of a regular and stated ministry; for the_v are 
brethren aud follow Christians-nay, more, they arc the 



children that have been given to our Church, and whom 
she is bound to nourish, and it is a duty of awful responsi­
bility which we dare not, and cannot, neglect. Ilut where 

arc our resources for this great work? ,vhcrc arc the 
labourers for this abundant harvcgt 1 

During my stay at the residency, I requested a private 
audience of the rajah, who received me with great personal 
kindness, and expressed his unfeigned sorrow at the dca;· 
Ilishop's loss. He spoke with great admiration of the 
union of so much kindness and condescension with such 
extensive learning, and said lie had especial reason to 
mourn for his death, which he felt to be a private loss; 
for, the very day on which he heard of the event, the ranee 
had almost consented to allow her son to accompany him 
to Calcutta. He was much affected when I assured him, 
that besides the public prayer which his lordship had 
commanded to be put up for him in all the churches of the 
province, I had heard his private petitions fervently olfercd 
for his highness, for his family, and his son. I expressed 
my tl1ankfulncss to him, on behalf of his Christian subjects, 
for all l1is acts of kindness to them, and implored him not 
to forsake them, now that they had lost their father. He 
said he should consider it more than ever his duty to take 
care of those whom the good Bishop loved, and assured 
me he would always be their frieAd. " \Vhatcver John 
1{ohlholf asks for them shall be done. Ilut where will 
they fmd such another Ilishop ?" It was at first his high­
ness's intention to raise a monument to his memory at his 
own expense, and he afterwards became a subscriber of 

1000 rupees to the general fund opened for that purpose at 
l\lad ras.''-

"\'idc Appendix. 

l\' :! 
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One of my most interesting excursions was to 1llolw11a• 
veram, a villago aLout thirteen miles from Tanjorc, the 

Challcram, or hospitable establishment of the rajah, anrl 

which he particularly requested me to visit, in order to 

examine his English schools. There is an excellent house 
comfo1=tably furnished, with an establishment of scrrnnls, 

and a table handsomely supplied at the rajah's expense, 
for the reception of European travellers. Our party was 
sumptuously entertained, after a morning very pleasantly 
employed in visiting different schools aud charitable foun­

dations, which do so much bonour to the munificence of the 
rajah.* At day-break I went two miles further to J(onan­
daguddy, a pretty retired village, where there is a Chris­

tian congregation of upwards of two hundred persons, 
seventy of ,vhom assembled in the chapel, where Mr. 
Kohlholf read prayers and preached. He was kind enough 

to interpret for me when I addressed them, as he did in 

every congregation we visited. The rajah entirely sup­
ports the Christian school there, as a branch of the Chat­
teram, from which it is kept separate, to avoid pollution to 
1he Bramins. There arc fifty children clothed, fed, and 

'' The preseut establishment was stated to me as follows, in an account 
;ent to me, by the manager, from the Cutcherry :-

EOO Dramius, supported, clothed, and supplied with medicines and 
bathiug oil. 

:1500 person~ daily fed. 
A lying-in hospital. 
A 'I'aruil school 298 boys. 

Teloogoo . . . . 63 
English (Ile~then) 60 
Persian 36 
1\1 ahratta . . . . 31 

ljc:;ides the English ffhool at KonandC1guddy for fifty Christians. 
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taught. The catecl,ist's and schoo;mas1er's l,ouscs adjoin 
the chapd, which is a plain, thatched building, in a beau­
tif ttl compound surrounded with bamboo and other trees; 

and on the other side of the chapel we marked out the 
ground for the residence of the native priest who is to be 
placed here, according to thf Bishop's desire. I saw no 
scene of humble labour more enviable than this sequestered 

village. 
After lea,•ing Tanjore, which I did with heartfelt regret, 

I turned a few miles out of my road to visit the once-flou­

rishing mission of Tranquebar, now fast hastening to de­
cay. It was founded by the illustrious Ziegenbalg, and for 
more than a century its schools, its press, and the labours of 

its resident missionaries were in active and successful opera­
tion, under the authority of the Royal College of Copen­

hagen. Little more now r~mains than the melancholy 
traces of its former establishments. The original income 

of the mission, as established by Frederick IV., king of 
Denmark, amounted to 4600 Danish crowns : I am told it 

does not now exceed 420 rupees. The number of mission­
aries was formerly seven ; in the last sixteen years they 

have been reduced to two, who are henceforward to be 
considered as chaplains to the government, and their cha­

racter as missionaries to the Heathen entirely relinquished. 
They had established twelve· congregations in the Tanjore 

country, besides several in their own immediate neighbour­

hood : the former have been for many years transferred to 
the Society for Promoting Christian l{nowledgc, by whom 

their catechists and schoolmasters arc now supported, in 

connexion with the Tanjore mission; the latter arc still 
visited by the Rev. Dr. C,cmrncrer, the senior missionary, 

who, on his first arrival in India, was the pupil of Swartz, 
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Their establishment of schools, and the seminaries for the 

education of catechists and native priests, are now reduced 
to one free school for the immediate neighbourhood- of 

Tranquebar ; and the press, from which so many useful 
works have formerly issued, and whose value is abundantly 
confessed, not only by the gratitude of the Protestant mis­
sions, but by the abuse and envy of the Romanists, has 
now for many years stood still; and these advantages must 
henceforth be supplied for the whole of the Peninsula, by 

the increased efficiency of the press at l\ladras. The 
library, to judge from its present remains, was originally a 
noble collection; but time, worms, and other depredators, 
have all been busy with it, and, from the 3000 volumes 
that now remain, a few only can be rescued and transferred 
to other libraries. There are two mission churches, both 
in the form of the Greek cross; one called Jerusalem, 
within the fort, the other Betldeltem, near the mission 

garden. The former of these was built by Ziegenbalg, 
A. D. 1718, and there is a small mural tablet to his me­
mory on one side of the altar, and to Gri.indler, his assist­
ant, on the other. 

In short, a visit to this decaying mission is one of very 
melancholy interest, and having taken charge of Dr. Crem­
mercr's so!l, who was to sail with me to Calcutta, and 
communicated with l\'Ir. Schreyvogel about his transfer to 
Trichinopoly, I was not sorry to hasten on to more active 
scenes, though the hospitality and, kindness of Dr. C:rm­
merer would have induced me to prolong my stay. It was 

like walking over the sands of a noble river which has still 
a name in history, but whose deep and fertilizing waters 
liavP. been long dried up, or diverted into other channels. 

I bad the satisfaction, on my return to Ciiddalore, to 
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eomplete the arrangements of the Ilishop for the improve­

ment of the mission pt'operty. The governu1ent complied 

with his l'equest for the repairs of the church, immediately 

on my bringing it to their notice; the adjoining house and 

compound were purchased !Jy the Society for Promoting 

Christian l(nowledge, to complete the premises; and mea­

sures were imme<liately taken !Jy Mr. Rosen, to commence 

the establishment of a Christian village at Padre-cottagam, 

which had engaged so much of his lordship's anxious calcu­

lations. There are many difficulties to overcome; !Jut, 

wi1h the collector's kin<l assistance in repairing the em­

bankments, and the li!Jcrality of go\'ernment in remitting 

the arrears, a much better prospect is opene<l for the success 

of this interesting experiment; and who would willingly 

relinquish the hopes of an infant colony, however humble, 

whose plan was marke<l out by the pen of Heber, and 

which was among the latest ol>jects of interest to his ardent 

and noble min<l? 

,Vith regard to the recent events in Trat•ancore, it be­

came necessary for me to supply, as far as possible, the 

intention which he communicated to me on the Sun<lay 

before his death, of relating to the Patrial'ch of Antioc!t 

the transaction:, that had occurre<l. It was highly import­

ant to obviat.J the unfavourable impression which he must 

naturally reccirn of the con<luct of the Engli~h Ifohop to 

J/cir Atha11asius, for whom he ha<l requestecl his succour 

and friendship. lllar Atltanasius, though he had experi­

enced his kin<lness at Bombay, yet, when he was involved 

in dilliculties in his ne\V <liocese, had rcceive<l no answer 

whatever to his lettel', nor had even hear<l from the Bishop 

.it Calcutta. The unexpected leng1l1 of the voyage to .\la­

dr.1s1 the unfortunate <letention of his first letter, in which 
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he recognised him as metropolitan, and ~or the deli,·cry of 
which he was therefore most anxious, all conspired to this 
result. The elfoct on the mind of lllar Athanasius will 

naturally be the very opposite to that which would have 
been produced had these letters reached him; and thus, 
considflring the English Bishop as his negligent and ineffi­
cient friend, he will probably have imbibed and communi­
rnted to the patriarch a feeling of hostility to our Church, 
as well as to the government of Travancore, most earnestly 
to Le deprecated: it might interrupt the amicable relation 
established with so much wisdom and judgrrient by Bishop 
Heber with the Eastern Churches, and might possibly, if 
not timely prevented, lead the Church of Antioch to sever 
from itself for ever, by a general anathema, the Christians 
of St. Thomas. After serious consideration, therefore, I 
wrote to the patriarch the Jetter which will be found in the 
Appendix, a copy of which I forwarded to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, together with this statement of my reasons 
for the conduct I had pursued. It was satisfactory to me 
to hear from the late Bishop 'James, soon after his arrival, 
that his grace approved the steps I had taken. 

During his short residence at Madras, his lordship hacl 
announced his intention of forming, on his return from the 
South, a District Committee of the Society for the Propa­
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, as he had already 
clone with so much success in the other Presidencies, and 
in Ceylon. This was one of his public plans which re­
mained unaccomplished, and the first expression of my 
hopes that this might still be carried into effect, was in­

stantly met with the most cordial and entire concurrence. 
The difficult and painful duty of making known the objects 
of the venerable society from the pulpit of St. George's, 



<thich he ha<l promisecl himself to perform, wa:; now de­
volved on me, by the kindness of the clergy, on \\'hitsun­
day; and the following day a public meeting was helcl for 

,he formation of the new committee, when the numerous 
attendance and zealous support of the different classes in 
society was a sufficient testimony, if any such were want­
ing, with what universal affection his name was cherished, 
and how sacred they held the duty of accomplishing the 
plans of one who could never have pleaded with them in 
vain-whom they had seen only to love, and loved only to 

mourn his loss. 
Ilut this deep and universal feeling of affection, reverence, 

and sorrow, hacl just before been provecl by the spontane­
ous expression of the public mind at the meetingll< held a 
few days after the melancholy event was known, and at 
which the governor, Sir. Thomas l\lunro, himself presided. 
They who had the happiness of knowing this venerable 
ancl illustrious person, will not soon forget the impression 
of the cleep ancl powerful feelings under which he spoke; 
and they only can appreciate the value of a tribute so un­
usual and so nobly paid to departecl excellence. The short 
intercourse he had enjoyecl with him had been sufficient 
not only to endear to him the charm of his conversation, 
but to ensure his admiration of his unweariecl ancl disin­
terested labours, and of that noble forgetfulness of self 
which shone through every action of his life. The same 

feeling animated every heart in a degree unknown on any 
former occasion, and recent and casual acquaintance seemed 

to vie with the well triecl alfection of many years in record­
ing the general lamentation, that each one had lost in hinl 
,t friend, 11 benefactor, and a father. 

• Vide hppcmfa 



A subscription was immediately opened for the purpose 

of erecting a monument to his memory in St. George's 
church, and the amount soon exceeded 28,000 rupees. 

Similar meetings wne afterwards held in the other Presi­

dencies of India and Ceylon, and the same resolution wu 
adopted in all, to appropriate the surplus of the fund, after 
the expense of a monument was defrayed, to the promotion 
of some object most congenial to his wishes. But, though 
the whole of British India had but one heart and one voice 
on this mournful occasion, I have heard of no instance in 
which the universality of feeling pervading e,·ery class of 

society, from the highest to the lowest, was more signally 
exemplified than here, in the great number of natives as 

well as Europeans, Heathens as well as Christians, who 
were anxious to enroll their names in this record to his 

virtul's. 

I had the melancholy gratification of hearing, on my re­

turn, that I had been requested to prepare the inscription for 
the marble ; and, though feeling most sensibly the hopeless­

ness of surce~s, I shall always esteem it an honour to have 
had the task assigned me, as I must ever rejoice to haYe 

been permitted to share the counsels and minister to the 

comfort of such a heavenly and devoted spirit. The execu­
tion of the monument has bl'en intrusted to Chantry, a 

name which ensures the beauty and excellence of the work. 

The design is a figure of the Bishop, rather larger than life, 
kneeling, with his hands clasped in the attitude of prayer, 

and turned towards the altar. But though this will long 

remain as a memorial of his charr,cter, and a record of our 
admiration, yet he has left a more enduring monument than 
"storietl urn or animated bust," in the hr,arts of those who 

!,ived lii;u, and the memory of succeeding times. The rr-
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semblance of the human form, like that form itself, is weak 

and perishable: the features of the mind may remain· for 
ever, moulded and expressed, not by the chisel of the sculp­

tor, but in tbe imitation of his admiring friends. And, when 
1hese traces of our affection shall long haye passed away, 
his memory shall still be blessed ;-for all that we ha Ye 

loved and admired in Heber, will remain for ever in the im­

perishable value of his labours, and the unfading blessed­
ness of his reward. 

1\1. s. 
Viri admod11m Renrendi, et in Christo Patr;., 

ltEGINALDI HEBER, S. T. P. 
EPJSCOPI C.1LCUTTEXSIS i 

Qui ab ips:1 statim adolesceuti1, 

lngenii fam,, Humauitatis cultu, 
Omnigemque Doctrirnc lande ornatissimus, 

Se sua11ue Deo humillime consecravit. 
In ~anctissimnm Episcopat,,s ordinem adscriptu8, 

Eccles,ce apud lndos Anglicamr: iufautiam 

l:,que ad \"ita, jacturam, aluit, fovit, susteutavit. 
Admirabili ingeuii candore, 

Snavissim, morum simplicitate, 
Di\"inaque animi benevolenti~, 

IJ sque adeo omnes sibi devinxernt, 

l:t Ecclesiic uuiver•a Patrem, 
I:thnici Patronmn caris.•imum desi<lerarent. 

Subit\ morte prrereptns, 

Jnxta Urbem 'frichiuopolim, 
i\Iortales Exu\"ias deposuit, Aprilis die 111. 

Anno Salutis MDCCCXX\'I, lEtatis XLIII, 
Episcopatus 111. 

l\fadrasense,, non solu111 Christiani 

f:ie<l et Ethnici, 
Principes, i\Iaguate.,, Panpcre~, 

Ad hoe manuor exrmendum 

Vno cousen;u adfuerunt, 

0 
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SERlUON, 

&c. 

ST. LUKE xii. 42, 43, 44. 

lVho then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
lord shall make ruler over hi.,; household, to give them 
tl1eir portion of ,neat in due season ? Blessed is that 
servant, w/1om his lord when he wmeth shall find so 
doing. Of a truth I say unto you, That he will make 
him r11ler oiler all that he liath. 

A sTRIKI!llG and unanswerable argument for the divine 
origin of our holy faith, is drawn from its wonderful adap­
tation to all the circumstances of our present and future 
destiny; the exact coincidence and agreement of its spi­
ritual provisions with all the exigencies of our lost condition, 
and all the capabilities of our regenerate nature-and (as a 
part of the same beautiful and admirable order) the intimate 
and harmonious blending of all its most urgent commands, 
its deepest and ruost affecting realities,"· ith the moral con­
stitution of our minds, the hopes and fears, the charities 
and sympathies of man. A religion thus framed could pro­
ceed from Him only who made the heart, 

Your own reflections will enable you to follow up this 

argument through all its interesting details; I mention it 
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lhus summarily, as it may suggest to us, on this sa<l occa­
sion, the surest and best grounds for consolation and in­
sttuction in that feeling of general afiliction with which 

every heart is filled. ,ve are mourning this day for our 
friend and spiritual father. ,v e are met to renew our 
prayers and tears over his grave, whom even strangers 
quickly learned to love, whom they who best knew him 
loved and valued most, and on whom the eyes and hearts 

of thousands rested with a deep and concentrated affection. 
Ours is no private and individual sorrow. The event which 
we deplore will be heard with tears through every town in 
India ; and the same feeling will be deeply shared by every 
heart in our native country, which had traced his progress 
with admiration, with gratitude, and hope. Not we only, 
but the Church of Christ throughout these Heathen lands, 
mourns this day as a widow and an orphan. And how 
then shall I endeavour to direct your sorrow and my own? 

Shall I exhort you to receive this and similar dispensations 
of Divine Providence with stoical indifference, and to 
harden your hearts against the indulgence of natural grief, 
as if it were the enemy of moral virtue ?-Or shall I, like 
the idolater of pleasure, seek to dirnrt you from the solem­
nity of this awful warning, and bid yon sleep on upon your 
beds of roses, though the voice of death himself is in your 
ears? Alas! in either case, I should prove myself a vain 
and miserable comforter; in either case, I should but prove 
my utter ignoran~", not less of the nature of man than of 
the religion of the cross. 

Far different is the example of our Rl!deemer, and the 
spirit of his Gospel. Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus, 

though he knew that his friend was suffering only a tempo­

rary death: nor do I read that he blamed the tears of 
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.Martha and of l\lary, while each severally exclaimed, in 
the fulness of their hearts, "Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died." Ilut he left them not to the 

morbid indulgence of an unavailing sorrow; he made it 
the instrument of their instruction and improvement : he 
seized on that moment of suffering, when the heart was 
softened for the reception of his heavenly teaching, to pro­
~laim the blessed doctrine of a resurrection to life eternal, 
and the necessity of faith in Him, if ever we would enjoy 
that blessedness. "I am the resurrection and the life: 
10/wsoet•er believetl1 in me, tltough he were dead, yet shall 
he li.ve; and wltosoet•er livet/1, and bclicvetl1 in me, shall 
never die." lie wept over the desolations of Jerusalem; 
and while he minutely foretels the ruin of that devoted city, 
and the still more fearful advent of the Son of man to judge 
the world, he bids his disciples arm their spirits for the 
suddenness of that tremondous hour by constant watchful­
ness and prayer; he alarm~ their fears for their country 
and the world ; but he makes use of those ,·ery fears to 
urge them to increasing vigilance and labour : he tells them 
of the danger of supineness and inaction, and of a rich 
reward of superadde<l and eternal blessedness to the faith­
ful stewards of his household. "JVho then is that faitlif"-l 
and wise steward, wltom ltis lord shall make ruler over 
his household, to give them their portion of meat in due 
season? Blessed is tliat servant, whom ltis lord wl1en 
he cometh sliall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto 

you, That lie will make l1im ruler over all tliat he 
hat!,." 

My brethren, if we would sorrow as Christian mourners, 
let us imitate, in our solemn meditations, his blessed ex­

ample. The Providence of God bath spoken to us in a 
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voice which no sophistry can misinterpret, and from who~e 
deep impression no worldliness can escape. Had we stood 
by the grave of Lazarus, the realities of death and a judg­

ment to come could hardly have been proclaimed more 

powerfully than in the awful event which we deplore. 
Scarcely could the suddenness of these fearful realities 
have been more strongly impressed upon our souls, if we 
had hoard the Saviour himself exclaiming, " Be ye also ,, 
ready: for in such an hour as ye think not, tl,e Son of 
man cometh." And oh believe it! this house of mourning 
is the best school of heavenly wisdom, ThP.se impressions 
arc the very means by which God seeks to turn you to 
himself. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God. Erase not from your memories these warn­
ings of your own mortality ; quench not the ideas they 
impart of future and eternal realities._ but, seeing we look 
for such things, let us learn from the example of our dear 
departed father, "what manner of persons we ought to be 
in all ltoly conversation and godliness." 

The first general lesson that our Saviour teaches us in 
my text, is the tenure by which we hold whatever we call 
ours on earth; that we are the stewards of his property, 
not the masters of our own ; that we are placed here in a 
state of trial and service; that the various talents in our 
possession-rank and intluence, wealth and learning, the 
love Jf friends and the opportunities of lcisurc---cvcry 
blessing within our reach, and every breath we draw-arc 
intrusted to our charge by the Master of this great house­

hold, not for our own aggrandizement, but for His glory 
and the good of our fellow-servants; that though Ho is ab­
sent for a time, invisiule to all but the eye of faith, and 

forgotten by the slothful and disobedient, yet His eye is 
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ever over us, that "lie compassetlt our patlt and our lying 
down, and is acquainted ioith all our ways;" that though 
His voice is long unheard, and His hand unseen, He marks 

down in the book of his remembrance every action, and 
word, and thought; and that he will assuredly one day 
come to reckon with his servants, and to assign to each one 
his eternal portion of reward or punishment. Again, He 
teaches us that in this stewardship it is required that a man 
be found faithful; that we must not squander or misapply 
the things committed to our care, but honestly and consci­

entiously appropriate them to the objects for which they 
were designed. He instructs us, further, that prudence 
and wisdom are also necessary, if we would approve our­
selves to our Divine Master; that a faithful steward will be 

wise, in choosing out of many instruments the one most 
proper to cffe~t the object he has in view-in selecting the 
most favourable time for action, for counsel, and for secret 

. thought-in deciding accurately between claims of duty 
apparently equal and conflicting, and in knowing well what 
plans of benevolence and justice will best advance the 
honour of his Lord and the welfare of those within his 
influence or authority. 

Such is the condition, and such the duty of all men, of 
whatever rank or order in society; for all have some share 
of their master's goods; 11 to one Ttatli lie given five talents, 
to cmother two, to anotlier one; to every man according 
to his several ability." But it is evident from the expres­
sion of the text, which is an indirect an<l most impressive 
answer to the question of St. Peter, " Speakest thou this 
parable to us, or iven unto ALL?" that our Lord had 
especial, though not exclusive, reforence to his cho~en 

apostles, and their successors for ever, the higher ministers 
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of his Church, the chief stewards of the mysteries of God; 
for they are emphatically " made rulers over his household, 

to give tl1em their portion of meat in due season." 

Bear with us, brethren, while, as the ordinary stewards 
of the divine mysteries, we magnify our office. ,ve do it 
from no desire of vain-glory or earthly pre-eminence­
God is witness! and this, at least, is no place, this is no 
time for dissimulation. ,v c do it that we may impress it 
more dcrply on our own consciences, (and where could we 
better seek to renew the impression, than before the altar 
of our Sa,,iour, and at thl• grave of our beloved Ilishop 1) 
" to how weighty an office and charge we arc called; that 
is to say, to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards of the 
Lord; to teach and to prcmonish, to feed and provide for 
the Lord's family; to seek for Christ's sheep that are dis­
persed aliroad, and for his children who arc in the midst of 
this naughty world, that they may be saved through Christ 

for ever. ,ve would have it always imprinted in our re• 
mcmbrance, how great a treasure is committed to our 
charge : for they arc the sheep of Christ, which he bought 
with his death, and for whom he shed his blood. The 
Church and congregation whom we serve is his spouse and 
his body."* If, in ordinary men, fi,lelity anrl wisdom are 
l'equired in the discharge of their srvr,ral duties, how much 
more in those who are intrustcd with an office of so great 
excellency and so great difficulty 1 If the special assistance 
of the Holy Ghost was necessary to the artificers who were 
employed in the construction of the tabernacle, that all its 
parts might be framed according to the pattern in the mount, 
how much greater need have we, who are fellow-labourers 

• Ordination !ervice. 
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with God in building up his spiritual temple, to pray for 

that " ability which is given of Goel alone," that by the 

<laily help of his Holy Spirit we may be wise to win souls? 

And oh ! if it becomes others who arc intrusted with secular 

gifts and worldly talents, to prepare for that day when they 
shall be called to give a strict and solemn account at the 

judgmcnt-scat of Cluist, with what fidelity and zeal, with 

what continual and unwcaried diligence, with what patient 

and humble watchfulness, must we, who arc the stewards 

of his heavenly treasures, wait on our holy ministry, " lest 

aur Lord come in a day when we look not for him, and in· 

an hour when we arc not aware?" ,v c arc animated and 

encouraged in our work by promises of conti~·ual support 

;md eternal blessedness, if we continue faithful to the end ; 

Lut the danger of our fall is infinitely greater, and the" 

punishment more fearful. 

Ilut the words of my text have a meaning still more 

sppropriatc to the occasion for which I have chosen them; 

they refer to a higher dignity in the Church than ours, a 

larger and more honourable field of labour, a more weighty 

-and tremendous responsibility, and a more exceeding an<l 

etCTnal weight of glory. They refer to the apostolical office 
itself; and to that which has succeeded it in its more pecu­

liar and characteristic duties~of ordaining other ministers 

to tlie Lord's vineyard, and superintending them in the 

exercise of their ministry. For as you, the chilclren of our 

spiritual can•, are obedient u.nto us, and receive from out 

l:ancls the nourishm~nt of your souls, so has_ it brcn our 

,Frivilcgc to obey in all things the paternal authority of our­

s,piritual governor, to whom the economy of tJ1c Church 

amongst us was mercifully intrusted-even as he was sub­

ject to Christ, the great Sltcpherd and Bisltop of our 
p 
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~ouls, and as Christ himself, in the clays of his earthly 

ministry, was subject to his Heavenly Father.* 
\Vho then was that faithful and wise steward whom his 

Lord thus made ruler over his household, to give them 
their portion of meat in due season ? " lie was a burning 
and a sltining ligltt: and ye dcsircdt for a season to 
rejoice in !tis light." Alas, ye desired in vain J that light 

is suddenly extinguished, and we are left to judge of its 
excellence and beauty by the present darkness of ou1· 

minds. But let us not mourn in vain, or sit, even here, 
with our loins ungirt. \Ve can learn no longer from his 

lips, but let us stmly, with pious care, the example he has 
left us, and let us endeavour to follow it with so much the 
greater earnestness, as it is now sealed by the hand of 

death, and endeared to us by the sanctity of a filial affec­

tion. 
He was born of an ancient and distinguished family; 

and from circumstances of connexion, as well as birth, 

might reasonably have looked forward to eminent public 

offices in the service of his country, and an honourable 

career of politicµJ ambition. To this his high and buoyant 

spirit, his thirst of noble praise, his ardent love of liberty, 
and a mind glowing at once with the examples of ancil'nt 

greatness, and sensibly alive to the imitation of living l'X· 

·cellcnce, would all have conspired to lead him: nor have 

I ever m_et with one who seemed more strongly marke<l, 
by a rare combination of amiable and commanding quali­

ties, to be at once the idol of the people and a fa,·ourite 
with the source of power. llis career of academical la­

bour wa, distinguished by several of the highest honours; 
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his mind was richly stored with a vast variety of ancient 

and modern learning; and, even in early youth, l1is name 

l1clJ no ignoble place in the liternture and poetry of E.ng­

laud. Whatever yet seemed wanting to tit him for the 

theatre of the worlll, was added by his extr~sive inter­

course with foreign European countries, of the fruits or 

which no ordinary specimen was exhibited in his enlightened 

rcsearcl1es respecting the northern nations, to the foot of 

Caucasus, and to the western Loundaries of Asia. The 

record of those resean:hes is giren, with its just tribute of 

praise, by one of the most interesting an<l distinguished of 

our moJern tra\'ellers.* 

Ilut this career of fame ancl human praise, whate,·er 

\\'ere its value, ancl whatever facilities were presenttsd to 

him for its acquisition, had, for a mind like his, but a feeble 

and transient fascination. He had a l1igher and more 

noble ambit.ion ; the object of his pursuit was less splendid 

in the eyes of m~n; it 1rn:<: one or secret \'irtue ancl self­

denyin[' di(i(!"ence; hut, if estimated (a, W•! around hi~ 

;;ravi! can nuw measure it) hy the stanJard uf eternity, it 

was the pall1 oi" tl1e purest happiness on earth, and termi­

nating in cPrtain and iu1perishable glory. Hi~ society w;13 

much courted by the world, and in the learned retirement 

of his college ; and ne\'cr surely was any one so formed to 

enjoy the society of those around him, or to win their 

aclmiratiou and affection hy the ,·aried and inexhaustible 

dH:n113 of his own delightful conversation. llut he de,·oted 

l1imself to the humble duties of a parish priest in a retired 

village,t and thought he ha<l attained his highest happines,, 

,UHi most honourable distinction, in Lecoming the frienJ, 

' Dr. E. D. Clarke. I llodnct, in Cheshire. 
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the pastor, the spiritual gui<le of the simple villagers around 

him, in consecrating his talents, his time, and his resources, 

to the scn·ice of his God and Sa,·iour. The more bumble 

was the sphere of his <luty, the more did his heart rejoice 

in its perfonnance. He laboured to accommodate hi3 

instructions to the comprehension of all ; a labour by no 

means easy to a mind st.ored with classic elegance, and an 
imagination glowing with a. thousand images of sublimity 

antl beauty. lie rejoiced so to form his manners, his 

habits, and hi~ conversation to those who were intrusteJ 
to his care, that he might gain the cgnfidence and affection 

of even the poorest among his flock; so that he might the 
more surely win their s;.>u}s to God, and finally, in the last 

great clay of account, present n•cry man faultless before 

ltis presence 1cith exceeding joy. lie was, .ibove all1 

singularly happy in his ,;isitation of the sick, aml in ad­

mini.;,ering consolation to those that mourned ; and bis 
mime will iong be dear, and his memory most precious, in 
the cottages of the poor, Ly ,whose sick-beds he has often 

stood as a ministering angel. 

His labours, however, were not confined to the village 

of his care. lie sought, indeed, no higher employment 

tl.an that which he had chosen ; but tbey who knew his 
worth, and could appreciate his talents, were anxious to 

draw him from his retirement. He- preached not unfre­

q\lently from the pulpit of the University, of which he was 

considered one of the brightest ornaments: and his sermons 

on the Nature and Influences of the Holy Spirit, delivered. 

on his appointment to the Rampton Lecture, remain to thr, 

Church of Goel a monument ofhis deep and rnried learning, 

his powerful and majestic eloquence, and his zeal and 

lirlrli1y iri resisting the nll'•t subtle and pernici('us or 
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modern heresies. He was subsequently appointed preacMr 

to the learne<l Society of Lincoln's Inn; and it will not 

soon be forgotten by those who then enjoye<l his ministry, 

how well an<l admirably he united the force of argument, 

and the beauty of illustration, with the plain enunciation 

of his heavenly message, and a powerful and atTectionate 

appeal to the hearts aml cor.sciences of his hearers. 

Ilut l1is Divine l\Iaster called him to other and more 

important la hours; and on the sudden removal of the ex­

cellent pn.:ldtu who first preside<l over our ln<lian Church, 

an<l who is yet freshly remembere<l in the hearts of those 

who hear me, iie was chosen to the care of this extensive 

diocese, and consecrated to the highest and holiest order in 

the Christian Church. He left his native laud with no com­

mon sacrifice of private interests, of intfo·idual alTections, 

and of all the reasonable hopes and pro3pects of his family 

and admiring friends; fur such ha<l lieen his life, that they 

who were liut his· acquaintance loved hi1'1 as a friend; his 

friends loved him as a brother; and his family cherished 

him as a part 01· their owu existence. He left his native 

land (l speak from intimate knowledge and full conviction) 

wilh the devoted spirit of a true Chri,tian bishop, with no 

5clfisli fceliug, and 110 shrinking from the arduous and peril­

ous duties which he well kucw awaited him. Ilc sought 

not the office; hut felt, while he u11dcrtook ii, the heavy 

Liurden wl1ich it imposoJ·, aud the awCul responsibility of the 

charge. Indeed, if there was any thing in my honoure<l 

friend ·and master which I presametl to think a fault, it was 

that he thought too little of tl1e e:. tcrnal diguity which wa'i 

anuexcd to his spiritu:t! power; anJ from u feeling of entire 

humility, and from that modesty and gentleness which 

pcr;aJctl every wor<l an(! e\-cry actiou, ~ought rather to 

p :! 
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escape from that homage and respect which it was cqualty 

our duty and our happiness to pay. He came to this 
country, accompanied by the prayers and blessings of 

thousands; and I speak only the language of many hearts-, 
in every distant province, when I say that he came to us, 

"his immediate charge, and to the Heathen nations among 
whom we dwell, in the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel 
of Christ. 

Little more than two years have elapsed since he first 
arrived in India; but in that short period he had visited, 
almost every station where a Christian -Church could ho 
assembled, and, while engaged in the longest and most 
difficulty journey that has fallen witl1in the duties of any 
bishop since the earlier ages of Christianity, he employed 
himself, wherever he came, not only in the higher functions 
of his office, but in the more humble and laborious duties 
of an ordinary pastor. He had thus become known to all 
his clergy, and to all his people, in the plains and mountains 
of llindostan, in the wilder tracts of Central India, in the 
stations of Guzcrat, the Deckan, and the western coast, in 
the hills and valleys of Ceylon, and in these southern 
provinces, the scene of his latest labours, and henceforth 

of his dearest memory. 
In the course bf these journeys, . and in all his other 

,labours, his heart was most earnestly and intently fixed, 
not only on the government of the existing Church, but on 
the extension of Christ's kingdom in these strong holds of 
Heathen and .l\lahomedan superstition. He delighted to 
consider himself as the chief missionary of India, a char­
acter implied, in his judgment, in the nature of his Episco­
pal office itself: and, while he felt it to be his bounden 

duty to confine his pecuniary aid and direct influence to 
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the establishments of that Church whose orders and ministry 

he received as apostolical, yet most sincerely did he rejoice 
in the successful labours of all Christian societies, of what­

ever denomination, in the field of India; for he felt, that1 

while marshalled against a common enemy, there should 
be none other than a generous rivalry, and i!I brotherly 
emulation between our separate hosts :-and that even thus 
the fortune of the field is best secured, if each army keeps 
its own ranks unbroken, and its own discipline inviolate. 
The several societies connected with our Church partook 
largely of his regard and active support; particularly-the 
venerable chartered Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts, whose general cause, as connected 
with their central establishment of Bishop's College, ho had 
successfully pleaded at the several Presidencies of Bombay, 
Columbo, and Calcutta; and which ho proposed, on his re­
turn to Madras, to recommend there also to the benevolence 
of the Christian world-The Church Missionary Society, 
to whose labours and the character of their missionaries 
he repeatedly bore the most honourable testimony-and the 
venerable Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
whose interests literally occupied his dying thoughts. 

The missions of this la3t-named society, at Tanjore and 

in this place, the foundations of tho apostolic Swartz, and 
the excellent men who havo walked and are still walking 
in his steps, awakened, in a most powerful degree, and be­
yond any thing ho had previously seen, the alfections of hi.; 
heart: and to devise and arrange a plan for their revived 
and more extended prosperity was the object whi~h occu­
l)ied for many days, and to the last hour of his life (as several 
who now hear me can bear witness,) his anxious thoughts, 

his earnest prayers, and the concentrated energies of ha 



mind. Again and again did he repeat to me, that all wl11cl1 

he had witnessed in the native congregations of these missions 

-their numbers, their general order, their devout attendance 

on the services of the Church-exceeded every expectation 

he had formed; and that in their support and revival he 
saw the fairest hope of extending the Church of Christ. 

Never shall I forget the warm expressions of his delight, 

when, on Easter-day, he gathered them around him as his 
children, as one family with ourselves, administered to them 

the body and blood of our common Saviour, and blessed 

them in their native tongue; and when, in the evening of 

that day, he had seen before him not fewer than one thousand 

three hundred natives of those districts, rescued from idolatry 

and superstition, and joining as with one heart and voice in 

the prayers and praises of ow· Church, I can nc;vcr forget 

liis exclamation, that he would gladly purchase that «lay 

with years of life. 

Those of you who heard his parting address, on the suc­

ceeding day, from the grave of Swartz, will never lose the 

deep impression of that solemn moment, when (as if he had 

fureseC'n that his departure was at hand) he commended 

you to Goel and to the word of his grace, charging you by 

the 10,·e of your Saviour and of each other, and animating 

you by the memory of yom departed father, and by the near 

prospect of your eternal reward, to perseverance, fidelity, 

an:l Christian order. Of his last public ministrations in this 

place I need not speak to you; the memory of them is fresh 

in every heart; you treasure them as the last words of a 

departed friend. You rem(:mber well the 1iarnestncss and 

affection of l1is manner, how he txlwrted, and comforted, 

mul charged ecery one of you, as a fat!ter dot!t ltis c!tildrcn, 

tltat ye would walk worthy of God, who ltatlz called you to 
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I.is l.i11gdom and glory. Alas! who could ha,·e foreseen, 

while hanging on those lips, that they would so soon be 

closed in death; that the voice of your shepherd, whom 

you had just begun to love, should he heard by you again 

no more for ever? His sun was in its meridian power, an'il 

its warmth most genial, when it was sudclenly eclipsed for 

ernr. He fell, as the standard-bearer of the cross might 

well rejoice to fall, by no lingering delay, but in the firm­

ness and vigour of his age, and in the very act of combat 

and of triumph. His Master came suddenly, and founJ 

him faithful in l1is charge, and waiting for His appearing. 
His last hour was spent in his Lord's service, and ia 

ministering to the humblost of his flock. He had scarcely 

put off 1he sacred robes with which he served at the altar 

of his Goel on earth, wl1en 110 was suddenly admitted to 

his sanctuary on high, and clothed with the garments ol 
immortality. 

What mean then these tears for his rel!loval 1 and why 

mourr;i. we for our departed father as men without hope? 

He was that faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord had 

made ruler over his household, to give them their portion 

of meat in due season. And oh! blessed, eternally blessecl, 

,is t!wt sen·anl whom ltis Lord wltcn he came found sa 

doing! He has exchanged a life of labour, and anxiety, 

and imperfection, for the repose and blessedness of heaven. 

His warfare is accomplished; and he has passed from the 

conflicts of the Church on earth, to the glories of an ever­
lJ.sting triumph. 

But his full reward is not yet receivecl. The morning 

of the general resurrection shall first dawn, and all nations 

shall be gathered before the throne of God, and all his 

foithfol children, from every age and every clime, shnll be 
I 
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assembled, before his joy can be full. "For what was his 
l,ope, or joy, or crown of i·ejoicing? Are not et•en ye in 
tlie presence of our Lord Jesus Cltrist at his coming?" 

Ye, and all the other children of his care, shall in that day 
be his glory and his j11,1/. 

The connexion between the ministers of Christ and the 

people committed to them can ne,·er be <lissolwd. It hath 

in it nothing perishable, and death itself hath no power to 

break it. It may be interrupted by many changes; the 

pastor may be removed to another flock, one and another 

may he taken from him, but the bond of their connexion is 

eternally the same. The bread with which we feed you 
here, is the bread of life. The cup which we gi,·e you, is 

that spiritual stream that follows the Church of God from 

the rock of Horeb to the borders of Canaan; and that 

which supports and nourishes you now, will form assuredly 

your blessedness hereafter. And may we not hope that 

those who have been the honoured instruments of yom· 
spiritual nourishment on earth, may CBjoy an increase of 

the satisfaction and blessedness of their souls in hea,·en, 

while you receive with them the hidden manna which is in 

the sanctuary of God, and the waters of the rirnr of lifo, 

which cometh forth from the throne of God 1 
And surely if the contemplation of heavenly objects is 

enclearcd to us by communion with those we low, it may 

well be thought that one part of the blessedness of heaven 

may consist in that communion rendered perfect and en­

tire. That blessedness assuredly can be no other than the 

knowledge and love of God-of Him who is the Creator, 

the Redeemer, and the Sanctifier of our souls; that beatific 

vision, where to know and to love is one act of the delighted 

Spirit, and where "God is all in all." Yet the angels in 



175 

l1caven (though their happiness is similar) have still theil' 
appointetl services, and their service is their glory. The 
Church, which is now militant on earth, shall then lie 

triumphant; but its ministers and servants will still find 
there a ministry and a service, a service of no worldly 

sanctuary, and mingled there with no imperfection an<l 

alloy; they will find an increase of their own individual 
blessedness in adding to the blessedness of those who first 

learned from them the way to heaven, and in witnessing, 
by perfect and intimate communion with the former chil­

dren of their care, the completion of their earthly labours. 
The voice, then, of our father, whose loss we mourn, is 

silent only for a time : we shall listen again to its accents : 

he will speak to us again (but in tones how different!) 
" when this Tl!ortal shall have put on i11Z11Zortality." ,ve 
shall hear from him again (but by a communication how 
blessed!) the words of eternal life; and in him, and all 

other faithful stewards of Bis household, we shall behold 
that solemn promise of our Saviour accomplished, " Verily 

T say 1111to you, lie will make lii11Z ruler over all that lie 

hath." 

And now, brethren, beloved in the Lorrl ! comfort one 
another with these words. ,v e mourn for our honoured 

father, thus suddenly remo,·ed from us, his spiritual family. 
The Church of Christ is mourning for the disappoinmcnt 
of her best hope and fairest promises. Yet, what lessons 

of heavenly wisdom may we learn at his grave! ,ve arc 
,lc-prived of his instruction, of his counsel, of his paternal 

govc-rnntent; but his example is left for our stucly and imi­

tation. " lie being dead, yet ,VJeakct/1." He approved 
himself to his heavenly ].\faster as a faithful and wise stew­

.ml; we also, each one of us 1 have some place of service 
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ill the same great household. The hour is coming, when 
we also shall be called to "give account of our steward­
ship; for we may be no longer stewards." His day of 

trial was suddenly and abru'ptly closed ; ours is still passing, 
but ours may close suddenly and abruptly too. Oh ! let 
not this warning b~ unimproved by any one that heat's 
me. Lay it seriously to heart. You have heard it fre­
c;_uently before ; you have now· heard it as it were audibly 
proclaimed by a voice fro~ heaven-" Be ye ready also: 

for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye. thi-11!. 
not." Learn this lesson from your sorrow, and you will 
have cause to rejoice for ever: " Gird up the loins of 

'!JOUr mind; be sober, and hope to tl,e end for the grace 
that is to be brougl,t unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ." 

Yet suffer me, my brethren, before I leave you, to suggest 
what appears to me the best and most appropriate testimony 
of your regard and reverence for his me1nory. You re­
member, when our blessed Lord was now about to ascend 
into heaven, his thrice-repeated question to the disciple 
who was thenceforward his strenuous and faithful servant, 
•• Simon, lovest tlwu me ?11 How deeply did the tender 
and affectionate command of Christ sink into his heart! 
and how zealously did he obey the injunction, 11 Feed my 

sheep!" The time and circumstances of tho event which 

we arc now deploring, seem to point out to your kindness 
and protection those who were the objects of bis latest 
.care, and amongst whom-he left his latest blessing; I mean 
the native Protestant congregations of this place. 

This was the first mission established by the venerabl,. 
Swartz ; and his successors have for many years watched 

c:vcr its interests. But the:r hands are feeble; and th~. 
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Church which is already gathered from among the Heathen, 

requires the aid of a nursing father to rear and protect its 
infancy. ,ve fondly hoped it had found that protecting 

hand in our late excellent Bishop. He loved, and, if God 

11ad spared his life, he would have cherished them as hi,; 

children. A few minutes only before he expired, he spoke 
to me of their distress and helpless state, and of his plans 

for their revival and perpetual establishment. Brethren ! 
I commend them now to you. I leave them with confi­

dence to your protection, your patronage, ~our support. 
I know you will not leave them destitute. I know you will 

not sulfcr the plans just formed for their benefit to fall to 
the ground. Your Jove for his memory forbids me to fear 

it ; above all, your love and gratitude to Him who hath 
purchased both them and you with his own blood, forbids 

me to fear it. Surely, if our departed friend could now 
speak to you from his place of rest, this would be his earnest 

appeal to your hearts-" Feed my lambs!" and if now 
his happy spirit still hovers over us, and beholds our labour 
of love, he will indeed rejoice in this proof of your Chris­
tian faith, that you love those little ones for whom Christ 

died. Your excellent pastor will detail to you the necessi• 
ties of the mission, its capabilities of extended usefulness, 

and the plans which had been arranged for its improvement . 
.Let your bounty carry those plan~ into effect, and you 
could not, I am well persuaded, raise a more noble monu­
ment over this dear and hallowed grave. 

And you, my follow-servants, my fathers and brethren 

in Christ, pardon me, I bes~ch you, that my affection has 
carried me on thus far to speak of him whom we all loved, 

when I should rather have learned from you. I feel that I 

am most un\forthy to speak of him; but I could not gi\'C 

Q 
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to another'the chief place in sorrow. Let us pray for om'• 

selves an<l for each other; rememlrering that the time ~ 
short, and the work which is committed to our hands is not 

ours, but His that sent us. Let us wait on our ministry with 
deeper humility, and with increasing earnestness. ,ve are 

:;°till on the field of battle; let us not put olf our armour, 
but let us exhort and strengthen one another to be faithful 

unto death, that we may receive the crown of life. 
,ve need much the help of the Almighty for the strength­

~ning and refreshing of our souls. Let us seek it at the 

fable of our Lor<l. There we shall best remember our sins, 

where we sec the sacrifice provided for them ; there we 
shall most surdy find the influences of His Spirit1 where 
He has promised to vouchsafe them ; there we shall most 
effectually obtain the confirmation of our faith, and hope, 

and love; and thence returning, purified by sorrow and 

µrepared for our various services on earth, we may look 

forward with humble hope to that day, when "a great 
voice shall be lteard from ltcaven, saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of GOD is with men, a,id he will dwell witlt 
them, and they sltall be ltis people, and he will be tlteir 
GOD. Aud GOD sltall wipe away all tears from tlteir 
cyes; and tltcre shall be no 11Mre dcatlt, 11eitltcr sorrow, 
nor crying, neitlier sltall tliere be any more pain: for tl,e 
former tkings are passed all'ay. 
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At a meeting of tlte inltabitauts of Tricl,inopoly, !tcld i'ri 
St. Jolw's Clwrch, on JIIonday, the IOtlt of Apri(, 
18:!G, 

l\Iajor-Gcncral HALL in the chair, 

Resolved, 
I. That this meeting, desirous of testifying their affoo,. 

tionatc regard and veneration for the memory of the late 

lamented Lord Bishop of Calcutta, do enter into a sub­

scription in aid of the '.l'richinopoly mission, whose interests 

engaged the last hours of his lordship's life. 

II. That this fund be intrustcd to a committee of ma­

nagement, consisting of the general of the division, the com­

manding officer of 'frichinopoly, one of the three judges of 

the circuit court, the collccto1· of the district, the chaplain 

and missionary (provided the gentlemen filling these situa­

tions arc willing to undertake the charge,) and seven other 

members, to be chosen by the subscribers at large, at their 

general meetings. It is necessary tha,t it be distinctly un­

derstood, that the committee merely act as trustees for tlw 

right application of the iunds, without exerti_ng any inter­

ference in the internal economy of the mission. 

Ill. That the reverend missionaries of 'l'anjore be rc­

')Uestcd to suggest, from time to time, the best means for 
supporting the existing mission at Trichinopoly, until a. 

missionary be regularly appointed to this latter station. 

IV. That the office of patron to the Tricltinopoly lllission 
Fund be reserved vacant, and that the succeeding Bishop 

of Calcutta, on his arrival in India, be requested to fill it; 

and that the venerable Archdeacon of .i\ladras be reqacstcd 

to accept the office of vice-patron. 
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V. That books be immediately opc>ned for donations 

and subscriptions, and that the chaplain be requested to 

receive the sums subscribed, until the committee have pre­

rniled upou one of their members to accept the office of 
treasurer. 

VI. 'l'hat the Rev, Thomas Robinson be requested to 

present these resolutions to the ,·enerable the Archdeacon 

of Calcutta, and to state, as he can from his own personal 

knowledge, the urgent need in which the mission stands of 

a regularly ordained and resident missionary, and that the 

Archdeacon will endeavour to grant one as early as possible. 

\'11. 'l'hat a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be 

respectfully submitted to the honourable the governor in 

•:ouncil for his information and approval, and that the aid 

of government be solicited for carrying into c!foct the in­

tentions of our late reverod prelate, the funds of the pre­

sent mission being at their lowest ebb. 

VIII. That the chaplain be requested to accept the office 

of secretary to the Trichinopoly J.llission -Fund pro tempore. 

IX. That the thanks of this meeting be ,·otecl to l\lajor­

General Hall, for his kind and conciliatory conduct in the 
,·hair. 

(Signed) Jos. "·mc11T, Surei<rr!/-

Trichinopol_,1, .April lOtl,, l8~G. 



Colombo, September 13, 1825. 
l\Iy REV, BRETHREN, 

Having been consulted by you, and the other clergy 
of this archdeaconry, on the propriety of engaging with 
missionaries of other religious sects, in solemn conference 
on topics connected with your work among the Heathen, 
such as are now statedly holden at Jatfna and at this place, 

I have first to express my thankfulness to God for the 
brotherly and tolerant spirit which, since my arrival in ths 

island, I have noticed among those who, with less or greatm· 
differences of opinions, and discrepancies of dortrine and 

discipline abundantly to be deplored, yet hold, as I am 
persuaded, the same faith in the Cross, and shall be found, 
as I tru~t, in the last day, on the same Rock of Salvation. 

:-ior am I less thankful to the Giver of all good things fo1· 
the alfectionate and orderly spirit which I find in you, my 
brethren, and which has led you voluntarily to submit a 
question in which your hearts, as I l1ave reason to believe, 

arc much engaged, to the counsel of your ordinary. l\lay 

Goel continue ancl increase this mutual conficlence between 

m, and conduct it, ancl alt things efse, to His glory, and 

our salvation. 
The meeting in question has been described to me as a 

coufcrence of ministers and missionaries in a certain dis~. 

trict, held in each other's house in rotation, attended by 

Q2 



the ministers or missionaries themselves, their wives and 
families, and occasionally by devout laymen from their 
v1cm1ty. These meetings arc described as beginning and 

ending with prayer, led, indifferently, by ministers of differ­

ent sects, or by their lay friends, but not by the females, 
and as broken by hymns, in which all present join. The 

remainder of the time is occupied by a friendly meal toge­

ther-in the comparison, by the missionaries, of the different 
encouragements and obstacles which they meet with among 
the Heathen, and in discussion of the best means by which 
their common work can be forwarded. It appears that this 

practice commenced at Jaffna, under circumstances which 
made it very dcsircablc for the missionaries of the English 
Church not only to li,·c on friendly and courteous terms 

with the missionaries sent from America, but to profit by 

1hc experience and example of these missionaries in their 

manner of addressing the Heathen. And it appears, also, 

1hat these conferences haYc been strictly private and do­

mestic, and that there has been no interchange or confusion 
of the public or appropriate functions of the Christian 
ministry between yourselves and the friends who unhappily 
.lifter from you in po;nts of Church discipline. Under such 

circumstances it is probable that, by God's blessing, many 
advantages may ha,·c arisen to you all from these confer­

ences; and, without inquiring whether these advantages 

might have been, in the first instance, attainable in a man­

ner less liable to inconvenience or misrepresentation, I am 

happy that I do not think it necessary to advise tlll'ir ces­

sation, now they arc established, and that your dereliction 

of them might greatly interrupt the charitable terms on 
which you now live with your neighbours. 

There arc, howc\'er, some serious dangers to which such 



meetings are liable, against which it is my duty to caution 
you, and uy avoiding which you may keep your intercourse 
with your follow-labourers, as now, always harmless and 

unblamecl. The first of these is the risk of levelling, in 
the eyes of others, and even in your own, the peculiar 
claims to attention on the part of men, and the peculiar 

hopes of grace and blessing from the Most High, which, as 
we believe, are possessed by the holders of an 'apostolic 

commission over those whose call to the ministry is less 

regular, though their labours arc no less sincere. God for­

bid, my brethren, that I should teach you to think on this 
account highly of yourselves! Far otherwise. This scnso 
of the advantages which we enjoy should humble us to the 

dust, when we bethink us who we are, and what we ought 
to be, who have received the Spirit of God by the dispen­

sation of a long line of saints and martyrs-who are called 
to follow the steps of Ridley, Hooper, Latimer, Rowland, 

Taylor, and Henry l\lartyn ; and who are by the external 

dispensa.tion, at least, of Providence, the inheritors of that 
grace which fell on St. Paul. Eut humbly, yea meanly, as. 
we are bound to think of ourselves, we must not appear to 
11nderval11e our apostolic bond of union; and the more so. 

l1ere in India, inasmucl1 as it is tho great link which binds 

us to the ancient S,-riau Church, and one principal mean& 
whereby we hope, with the blessing of our l\laster, to effect 
its gradual reforniation. 1'hc neglect, or abandonment, or 

apparent abandonment, of this prine,iple, is the first danger 

which I apprehend to be incidental to such meetings as I 

have described. To gua,<l against it, an additional care 

and caution will Le desireablc, in your· steady adherence, 
wherever this is practicable, to the external ceremonies 

anrl canonical obserrnnces of our Church; and, without 
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estranging yourselves from your dissenting friends, by cul• 

tivating a yet closer union with those who arc, properly 

speaking, your brother clergy. ,Vith this view I would 

recommend not only the measures which I have lately 
suggested, of frequent meetings of the clergy of this arch­
deaconry for the purposes of mutual counsel and comfort, 
but a readiness on your part, who arc missionaries, to offi-

, t:iate whenever you arc invited, and can do it without 

neglect of your peculiar functions, in the churches of the 
colony, and in rendering assistance to the chaplains. By 

this occasional attention (for, for many reasons, I would 

have it occasional only) to the spiritual wants of your own 
countrymen, several important ends will be obtained; you 
will yourselves derive advantage from keeping up the habit 

of English composition and public speaking; you will en­

dear yourselves to your brethren and countrymen by the 
services which you will render them; and, above all, you 

will identify yourselves, in the eyes of all men, with the 

established Church, and distinguish yoursch•es from those 

other preachers whom that Church cannot consistently 

recognise. 
Another precaution which occurs to me as desircablc,. 

against the risk to which I have alluded, is that it be per­

fectly understood that the meetings arc for the discussion 

of such topics only as belong to your distinct functions as 

missionaries to the Heathen. For this reason I would 
recommend that the meeting be confined to missionaries 
only, with their families, and such devout laymen (for I am 

unwilling to damp or seem to discountenance their laudable 
zeal) who have alreacly joined themselves to your number. 

The other clergy of the archdeaconry will find, I conceive, 

a sn.tf1cient bond of union, and source of mutual comfon 
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and advice, in the clerical 111ecti11;. There urc other 

incom·cnicnccs an<l improprieties incidental to what arc 

usually called prayer-meetings, which have led to their 

rejection by the great majority of the Church of England, 

and, among the rest, by some excellent men, whom the 

,·onduct pursued by those with whom their chief intimacy 

lay would have naturally inclined to favour them. I mean, 

;imong others, the late l\lr. Scott, of Aston Sandford, and 

the late l\lr. Robinson, of St. :Mary's, Leicester. Such is 

the practice reprobated by the a~ostle, of a number of 

persons coming together, with each his psalm, his prayer, 

his exhortation; the effect of which i3 not only often con­
fosion, but, what is worse th,1.n confusion, self-conceit and 

rivalry, each labouring to excel hi! brother in the choico of 

his expressions and the outward earnestness of his address 

-and ·tho bo.d effects of emulation mixing with actions in 
which, of all others, humility and forgetfulness of self are 

necessary. Such, too, is that warmth of feeling and Ian• 

guage, derived rather from imitation than conviction, which, 

under the circumstances which I have mentioned, are ;,pt 

to degenerate into enthusiastic excitement or irreverrnt 

familiarity. 

And though it is only due both tu yourselves, my bre~ 

thren, and to your dissenting fellow-labourers, to state that 

all which I have seen or heard of you sets me at ease on 

these subjects, so far as you are concerned ; yet it will be 

well for you to take care, lest, by setting an example of 

such an institution in your own persons, you encourage less 

instructed individuals among the laity to adopt a practice 

which, in their case, has almost always, I believe, been in­

jurious. It is on this account chiefly, that with no feelings 

of disrespect or suspicion towards the excellent laymen 
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who, as l understand, have joined your society, l would 
recommend, if my counsel has any weight (and I offer it as 

my counsel only,) that, though there is no impropriety in 

their taking their turns in reading the Scriptures, and 
mingling in the discussions which arise on the subjects 

connected with your conference, they would abstain from 
leading the society in prayer, except when the meeting is 
held in one of their own houses, and when, as master of 

the family, they may ~nsistently offer up what will then 
be their family devotiofl. 

I would, lastly, recommend to you earnestly, that both 
your discussions and your prayers ha_ve, as their leading 

object, the success of missions, an<l tho moans whereby 
missions may, with God's blessing, be rendered successful; 
and that you woulq deviate as little as possible into other 

fields of ecclesiastical inquiry. 
·with these precautiQJls, I trust that unminglecl. good may, 

through Uis blessing who is the Goel of peace and order-, 

emanato from your religious conforcnces. 
\Vith reference to the employn1ent of laymen to officiate 

in your congregation, I would say, that where a missionary 
is as yet unable to read prayers, or preach, in the language 
of his hearers, he may unquestionably employ a nati\'c 

assistant to do both, provided the prayers arc those of our 
Church, ancl the discourse a translation from his own dic­

tation or writmg. The use of interpreters is not only 
sanctioned by the necessity of the case, but by the express 

authority of Scripture and Ecclesiastical History. And 

even where this necessity has not existed, hut where any 

convenience has been obtained either by priest or people, 
it has been always the custom of the Church to admit lay~ 

catechlsts (under the direction of the minister) to read the 
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Scriptures, to give out psalms, to repeat the creeds, and 
even, when any convenience results from it, the litony, down 
to the Lor<l's prayer and the following collects, which the 

rubric assigns to the priest. It is hardly necessary to 
observe, that, both in this and the preceding case, the 
absolution must not be read, nor must the sacraments be 
administered, by any but the regularly ordained minister. 

To your questions respecting baptism, I reply, 
1st. ,v e are not, as I conceive, allowed to baptize the 

infant child of Heathen parents, where there is reason t6 

fear that such child will be brought up in Heathenism. 
2d. ,v e may not even baptize the infant child of 11 eathen 

parents on the promise of such parents to procure for it a 
Christian education, unless security of some kind is actually 
given for its adoption, and removal from its parents' corrupt 

"example, by its sponsor, or some other Christian. 
3d. ,v e may, I apprehend, baptize the children of a 

Christian father by a Heathen mother, though they arc living 
together unmarried, provided the father declares his inten­
tion of gi~·ing his child a Christian education, and there 
are sufficient sponsors to a<ld their promises to that of the 
parent. l\Iy reason for this decision is, that, as no pro• 
fcssed Christian, however wicked his life, is beyond the 
outward means of grace, and the Lord may, for all we 
know, ha\·e still merciful purposes concerning him, so we 
cannot, for the father's sin, exclude the child from that 
promise which is made to the children, and the children's 
children, of believers. But where the mother is Christian, 
and not the father, it is doubtful whether she may have 
st1fficient property in, or authority over her child, to ensure 
it a Christian bringing up. Nor is it a point on which the 
promise of a Heathen father i;an be rccci,·ed as sufficient; 
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sponsor, must in this last case be stipulated for. 
4th. The same principle appears to apply to cases when 

one only of a married couple is a professing Christian; 
though here some latitude of discretion may be allowed, in 
case of danger of death, of extreme maternal solicitude, of 
known good character on the believing mother's side, and 
the known probability that may exist, that her wishes, and 
the endeavours of the sponsors, will not be frustrated in 
her infant's education. 

5th. The case of nominal Christians, notoriously addicted 
to Heathen practices, must depend, in part, on the nature 
and extent of the evil; and still more on the character and 
sufficiency of the sponsors. .Mere idolatrous or superstitious 
habits in the parents, if not attended with open apostacy, 
cannot exclude the infant when properly vouched for from 
another quarter. The parent, however blinded and sinful, 

has not lost the external privileges of Christianity, and the 
infant cannot be deprived of a privilege which the parent 
has not forfeited. 

6th. The same rule will apply yet more strongly to Chris­
tians of whom we know no further harm than their ignorance 
and neglect of public worship. 

7th. It will have been already seen that we have no right 
to refuse baptimi to children actually adopted by Christians, 
provided those, or other Christians, become their securitiRs, 

8th. With regard to the case of children thus adopted 
when past the age of six years, and on the marks of conver­
sion which may then be required in them, it appears that, 
at this age, a child who has not, from its earliest infancy, 
enjoyed a Christian education, can seldom know much o:A' 

Christianity. Such may be admitted as infants, with proper 
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them. It is not easy to fix an age at which infancy ceases, 
which must depend on intellect, opportunity, and many other 

considerations. " In subjecto capaci," conversion is doubt­
less required; and, where capacity may ue soon expectcd1 

it is generally dcsireable to wait. But in cases of sickness, 
or where any good. or charitable end is answered by the 
immediate baptism of such children, and where, as before, 
sufficient securities are present, it appears that we are not 
warranted in denying them God's ordinance. 

!)th. The Church of Rome, though grievously corrupted, 
is nevertheless a part of the visible Church of Christ: we 
may n~t therefore repel the children of such parents from 
baptism, if they arc vouched for by their sponsor~ in the 
words of our service; which, it may be noticed, arc wisely 
so framed as to contain nothing but those points on which 
all Christians arc engaged. The direction at the end to 

teach our Church catechism, is a counsel from us to the 
·sponsors, no engagement entered into by them. It follows 
that we are not to refuse baptism to the children of Roman 

Catholic parents, with sufficient Protestant sponsors; l 
even doubt whether we arc at liberty even with sponsors 
of their parents' sect. 

But in all these questions I cannot forbear observing, 
that we may remark the wisdom of that primitive institu­
tion (which our Church has wisely retained) of godfathers 
and godmothers, as affording a way of receiving into the 

flock of Christ those children for whose education their 
own parents cannot satisfactorily answer. An ignorant or 
immoral father may be himself, for the present, irrcclaim­
-a.blc; but we may always insist th:tt the sureties whom he 

~dduccs, should be competently informed, and of a life not 

R 
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openly immoral. And though the decay of discipline ii1 

our own country has grievously impaired the value of such 

sponsors, yet a missionary among the Heathen both may 

and ought in this respect to exercise a sound discretion; 

both examining with mildness, informing with patience, 

and with firmness and temper deciding on the knowledge, 

faith, and holiness, of those who themselves undertake to 

be the guides of the blind, and to sow the seeds of know­

ledge, holiness, and faith, in the hearts of the young candi­

dates for salvation. 

That God, my reverend brethren, may increase and 

strengthen you in these and all other gifts of his Spirit 

through his Son, and that both here and hereafter his bless• 

illg may largely follow your labours, is the prayer of 

Your affectionate friend and servant, 

REGINALD CALCUTTA. 

1'0 the Rci-crend Deocar Scl,mid. 

(fo answer to his Letter on the 1le--0rdination of Lutheran Ministers.) 

Calcutta, December 23, IB:!5. 
REvEREKD A:'o/D DE.\It Srn, 

The great press of business lYith which I have had to 

contend ever since my arrival in Calcutta, has prevented 

my replying to your letter of the 1st of Novemlwr, till after 

the eYent occurred from which you wished to dissuade me. 

I can assure you, however, that, though your arguments 
have remained unanswered, they ha\-c - been carefully 

weighed by me ; and that, though I have concluded b_y 

acting differently, I think highly of the talent which sug­

gested them. 
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I have neither time nor inclination to enter into a con­

t!'ovcr\y connected with some of the most important and 
<lifi'icult questions in the whole field of polemic divinity. 

I only wish to com'ince you that I have not been inattentive 

to your letter, and to set you right on some points on which 
you appear to ha\·e misunderstood me i_n our last conversa­

tion. You suppose that I generally admit ordination b)I 
presbyters without a bishop to be Yalid. I do not admit 

this. All I said is, that when a Christian nation has, by 

unfortunate circumstances, lost its apostolical succession of 

bishops, the continuance of ministers Lcing a thing absolutely 

needful and essential, those good men arc not to be cen­
sarcd who perpetuate it by the best means in their power. 

And, were I to return to Germany, I would again, as 

before, humbly and thankfully avail myself of the preaching 

and sacramental ordinances of the Lutheran Eva11gclical 

Church, not doubting that they arc a true Church of Christ, 

and that the Spirit uf God is with them, as I trust he i6 
with us abo. 

Ilia though an imperfect ordination may, doubtless, be 
accepterl hy our Lord and common l\1aster, and though a 

Cimrch, under circumstances such as I ha\'e described, 

may remain a true Church still, it docs not follow that, 

r.·hcrc this supposl'd deficiency may be supplied, it may 

nut be ach·iscable for a minister of the Gospel eithc-r to 

seek for frcs!1 orders himself, or to counsel others to do so. 

And this may be more especially aclviscablc where his, or 

their, ministNial utility is likely to be much augmented by 

a closer union with a Church under (what l conceive to 

he) the ancient discipline. ,v e (that is, the members of 

our Church) have no rii;ht or inclination to judge other 

national churches. But our own flocks have a sacred right 
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to be well satisfied as to the divine commission of those 
whom their spiritual rulers set over them. Even where 
1he s1nallest doubt exists of the perfection of the orders 

received, and their conformity with apostolical practice, it 
may be a part of Christian prudence to choose the safer 
side. Ancl even where this doubt is not felt by ourselves, 
yet, if its existence in others impedes ou; usefulness, we 

have the highest possible warrant, in the case of St. Paul 
and Timothy, for condescending, even in a more material 
point, to the failings and prejudices of our brethren. 
Accordingly, ifa preacher, ordained in the method practised 
in Germany, foresees a marked advantage to Christ's cause 
in a closer alliance with his Episcopalian brethren, I sec 
not that he dishonours his previous commission by seeking 
our prayers and blessing in the form which we think most 
conformable to God's will. And the humility is, surely, 
any thing but blameable, which stoops for a time to e,·en 

an inferior degree and inferior duties than tlwse which he 
has already exercised. 

For I sec no weight j:{ the argument, that holy orders 
cannot be repeated without profanation. In the first place, 
it is a matter of doubt whether the first orders were valid 
or no; and, in the very fact of fresh orders being given 
without a formal renunci11tion of the former, it is plain that 
the fresh orders arc tacitly" sub conditione." Ilut, secondly, 
there is nothing, as I conceive, in the nature of ordination 
which makes it profane to repeat it on just grounds, or 
reasonable scruple on the part of the Church or its rulers. 
Ordination stands on a different ground from baptism. It 
is not a new creation, but· a solemn devotion of a man to a 
particular office, accompanied by prayer, and, as we be­
lieve, an accession of the Holy Spirit. But, though a 
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man can be only once regenerate, he may be often reneu:ed 

and q11ickc11cd by the Holy Ghoot; anrl there is no reason, 

a priori, why he should not receive an outward ordination 
(as he certainly may receive an inward call) to a new 

~phere of action in the Church, as well as to a new office 

in it. I do not say that this has ever been the practice of 

the Church, though I still think that something very analo­

gous to it may be found in Acts xiii. But I say this. to 

sholV the difference between the two cases of 1·e-haptizing 

and re-ordaining, and that the same ri,k of profanation 

does not attach to the last, as, I admit, does in every 

doubtful case to the former. 

Accordingly, I need not remind you that the great body 

of ancient Christians allowed the validity of baptism (the 

water and Wflrds being correct,) whether conferred by 
heretics, schismatics, 01· laymen. But, though the ancient 

Church ne,·er re-baptized, they most certainly re-ordained 

in the case of the l\Icletian and Novatian clergy, as appears 

from Theodoret, Eccles. Hist. I. i. ix., "and Cone. Nicen. 

can. S. 
Still I have no right or desire to judge devout and 

learned divines of another national church. If they come 

to sojourn among us, satisfied with the commission which 

they have received, or if they desire our help in their 

efforts to conrnrt the Heathen, I gladly meet them as 

Christians and fellow-labourers. I rejoice sincerely that 

Christ is made known so widely through their means. I 

J:ladly admit tl1em ( as I ~hould de,irc myself to Le admitted 

in G('rmany or Holland) to the communion of our Clmrcl1, 

and to all that interchange of good will and good offices 
(as in the case of the missionary societies of our Clmrd1) 

which is csscntic1! to our carrying on the Gosi;el work in 

R:'! 
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concert. But I am not inconsistent with these feelings, 11 

I think that the difference between us, though it should not 
interrupt our communion, is in itself a misfortune to be 

remedied. Nor do I feel the less love and reverence for 
their character and talents, when I earnestly wish them to 
become in a11 points like ow·selves, except those sins of 
infirmity of which I am mournfully conscious. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your sincere friend and servant in Christ, 

REGINALD CALCUTT A. 

Letter ta Jllar Athanasius. 

•ro the excellent and learned :Father l\Lrn. ATHANAsrns, 

Bishop and l\letropolitan of all the Churches of Christ in 
India which walk after the rule of the Syrians, l\hR 
REGINALD, by the grace of God, Bishop of Calcutta; 

grace, mercy, and peace, from God the :Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

I have earnestly desired, beloved brother in the Lord, to 
bear that the Lord hath prospered thy journey from Bombay, 
and that thou farest well, and art in good h!!alth in the land 
of )lalabar. (I hope that they have rejoiced at thy coming, 
even as they rejoiced at the coming of l\Iar Basilius, l\lar 
Gregorius, and l\Iar Johannes.*) And my prayer to God 

'' The bst Syrian bishops (before ~for Athanasius in 1825) who went 
to rnle the .Church in 2\Ialabar, in 1751; all the metropolitans after them 
(calle,I )far Dionysius, or Cyrillu.s, or Philoxenns severally,) beiug 

lnclian bishops of their ordaiJJing. 
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for thee is, that, even as Ilc led the patriarch Abraham from 
his country and from the midst of his kindred, through faith, 

to a strange and distant land, He may even thus guide, 

protect, and prosper thee, aDd give thee health and grace, 
and every good gift, and increase unto thee the love of thy 
flock, and that the fruits of the Spirit may be multiplied to 
thee from them; as it is written, " Commit thy way unto 
the Lord, and trust in Him, and lie shall bring it to 

pass." 
Especially I have been desirous to hear from thee of the 

good estate of our brethren, the faithful in l\lalabar, the 
bishops, presbyters, and deacons; and also of my own chil­
dren in Christ, the English presbyters who sojourn among 
you at Cotyam: may God reward you according to your 
kindness towards them, and may the brotherly affection be­
tween you and them be daily increased and strengthened! 

I•'urthermorc, I make known to thy friendship, that the 
tlesire of my hearr, and my prayer to the Lord, is, that the 
~oly name of Jesus may be yet further known among all 
nations; and also, that all that love the Lord may love one 
another, to the intent that they which arc without may be­
hold the unity and peace that is among you, and glorify God 
in tho day of visitation. Like as was the desire of heart, 
and prayer to God, of the blessed Thomas l\liddleton, who 
fed the Church of Christ in this Episcopate before me, whose 
memory is blessed among the saints of Christ, whether they 
be of the family of England or of India; but they are not 
two families, but one, which is named after the name of the 
L1Jrd Jesus, who sittcth at the right hand of God, in whom 
all nations, tribes, and languages are united, and shall bo 
glorified together. 

I also pray thee to write me word of the health of thyself 
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and all that are with thee, likewise of the health of my own 
children, the presbyters of England, and what is their con­
versation '.1mong you. 

Furthermore, I hope, if the Lord will, to pass to the cities 
of 1\Iadras, Tanjore, and Trichinopoly, visiting the churches 
there that arc subject to me. And I desire, whh God's 
pleasure, to pass on thence to saluto thee, my brother, and 
the churches under thee, that I may be filled with joy 
while I behold your order, and am a participator with you 
in prayers. And if there be any thing more which I have 
not written, it may be told when I come to thee; for the 
daughter of the voice* is better than the son of the ink ; 
and it is a good time when a man speaketh face to face 
with his friend. 

This letter is ~ent unto thee by the hand of a learned 
and faithful English presbyter, John Doran, one of the 
presbyters from before me, who proposeth, if thou givest 
leave, to sojourn in Cotyam, even as the presbyters Ben­
jamin llayley, Joseph Fenn, and Henry Baker have so­
journed illltil now with license of the godly bishops of the 
Church of l\Ialabar, to teach learning and piety to all who 
thirst after instruction, doing good, ancl giving no cause of 
offence. And l beseech thee, brother, for my sake, and 
the sake of the Gospel of Christ, that tl:.ou wouldest receive 
him as a son, and as a faithful servant of our Lord, who is 
alone, with the Holy Ghost, most high in the glory of God 
the Father; to Him, therefore, be all honour and dominion 

for ever! Amen. 
Moreover I entreat thee, brother, to beware of the emis-

• " The daughter of the voice," in Syrian, means no more than .t 

word. 11 is a very usual exprest;ion for it. 
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sarics of the Bishop of Rome, whose hands have been 
dipped in the blood of the saints, from whose tyranny our 
Church in England bath been long freed by the blessing of 

God, and we hope to continue in th
0

at freedom for ever; of 
whom are the l\letropolitans of Goa, the Bishop of Cran~ 
ganor, and he at Verapoli, who ha,·c, in time past, done 
the Indian Church much evil. I pray that those of thy 

churches in l\Ialabar"'" who are yet subject to these men, 
may arouse themselves, and be delivered from their hands. 
Howbeit the Lord desiretl1 not the death of a sinner, but 

his mercies are over all his works, and he is found of them 
that sought him not. 

Our brother l\for Abraham, a bishop of the Armenian 
nation, who is sent from his patriarch at Jerusalem, (may 
God rescue his holy city from the hands of the Ishmaelites !) 
salutes thee. He also brings a letter, which was sent by 
his hand to thee, from the Syrian patriarch at Jerusalem, 

and has not 
0

found means, hitherto, of forwarding it to thee 
at l\Ialabar, and has therefore requested me to send it now 

to thee. All the Church of Christ that is here salute thee. 
Salute in my name thy brethren, l\lar Dionysius and l\la1· 
Philoxenu,,t with the presbyters and deacons. \Villiam 
l\lill and Thomas Robinson, presbyters, that write this 
P.pistle, in the Lord salute you. 

The blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be with 
you e\'ermore ! Amen. 

REGINALD, B1s11or. 

' i. e. All churches of the Syro-chaldaic ritnal, one-half of which arc 
uuder the Romish yoke imposed by the Synod of Diamper. 

t The ex-metropolitan, who resigned the chair to the last i'lfar Diony. 

sins, and li¥es in voluntaryretircmP.nt at Codangalongcry, or Anlmr, in 
thc uorth. 
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Lttter fi·om Fat!iei· Abral,am, of Jerusalem, ( an e1wo1 
sent with visitatorial powers, by tlie Armenian Patri­
arch, to the Eastcm C/wrches of t!,at Nation in India,) 
to 1'lar Atl,anasius; sent with Bis/top llebcr's Syriac 
letter by the hands of .i1Ir. Doran. 

Calcutta, January 6, 1S26. 

Abraham, a servant of Jesus Christ, from the holy see 

of Jerusalem (appointed Lishop and nuncio on a spiritual 

visitation to lhe churches of the Armenian nation in the 

East-Indies,) unto our beloved Lrothor in the Lorcl, the 

Right Rev. l\Iar Athl'.nasius, :i\letropolitan of the Syrian 

nation on the coast of l\lalabar, and to all the communica­

tors in the true rdigion of Jesus Christ, and to all the be­

loved brethren attached to the Church, sendeth greeting ;-

Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, the 

Most High; and from our blessed l!edeemer, the Lord 

Jesus Christ; and the Inspirer, tbe Holy Ghost! 

I had tlw gratification to understand from our most be­

loved brother in the Lord, the flight Rev. Reginald, 

the Lord Hi~hop of the diocese of India (over the Christian3 

of the estaLlished Church of England,) your good ministry, 

a11d aclherence to the charge committed unto you by your 

superior, in being overseer to the flock of God, for whose 

rP1lemption's sake Jesus died. This bath afforded me the 

~rPatest pleasure, and I always render my thanks to God 

for his grace, which is given to good Christian ministry by 

J:.:su, Christ. Permit me to remind you, ye brethren in 

the Lord, that, according to Scripture, the last days I see 

are come, when many false prophets and false Christs were 

to 1'_ave _risen, who dissemble in sheep's clothing, bnt in 
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.-c~lity arc wohes; such as some of the followers of the 

Homan Catholic Chul'ch are, who try to find accC'ss unto 

the flocks (embodied in the Chul'ch of Christ by the unity 

of faith and brotherly love through the triumph of the 

Gospel,) an<l are bent upon scattering and driving them 

deep into the pit of satanical transgressions, by superstition 

and idolatry; and, for the sake of personal ostentation 

among men, they endeavour to bereave and deprive the 

,true believers of the glory of Goel. \Vhcrefore, be ye upon 

your guard: and watch thou, as the skilful shepherd which 

thou art represented, according to the beaten track of the 

hearnnly good Shepherd; feed and watch with vigilance 

over the flock of Christ, crnn at the cost of blood. The 

mon• especially, I say, for the unity of faith and doctrine 

handed down from your ancestors, in union with the ortho­

dox Church of Armenia, of which you arc members, and 

.the Head of us all is Christ, blessed for evermore. 

It is rejoicing to observe that we arc in expectation, 

;,.ccorcling to the word of the Lon], to witness the end of 

the Heathens,. which seems to be near at hand through the 

propa!!ation of the Gospel. It is gratifying to me to observe 

that the most part of India is blossomed with the light and 

cultivation of the diffusion of Scripture, through the inde~ 

fatigable labours of our beloved brother in God, the most 

pious and true preacher of the word of God, our amiable 

friend, the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. l\IoretJver, his im­

partial intercourse with our Church, and his friendly recep­

tio!l of us in the English Churcli, has gladdened us heyond 

tile power of the auxiliary, pen and ink, to convey fully my 

lrnmble sentiments on tl:is sulJje<'t. It is truly rejoicing to 

£ee (;IJristianity thus strengthened, without any distinction 

fl) ~~rt, and nations; b:-otlterly lo,·c working to6ether; on•• 
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Christian with another; wherefore it behoves me to hail, 
that the day of salvation and the acceptable time is now 
visible in our age. I avail _myself of so seasonable a timu, 

to remind you, our beloved brother in the Lord, of the 
ministry thou hast received from God, through the grace of 
the precious cross: minister thou the word of life unto the 
believers, as well as the unbelievers and Heathens, at the 
station where your ministry extends, that thou mayest be 
enabled to rescue the lost from the jaws of Antichrist. It 
is the bitterness of times that needs the sweetness of the 
Holy Scripture to be diffused, that the fruits may prove 
acceptable to the Almighty. 

Be it known to our wo1thy brother in the Lord, that, 
during the usual course of my communication with the holy 
see of Jerusalem, I had the honour of receiving a letter of 
blessing and loving-kindness from the Right Reverend Fa­
ther in God, the Archbishop of the Assyrian Church, at the 
Holy Land, to your address, which would have afforded 
me the greatest source of pleasure to hand over to you 
personally, and to partake, myself, of the pleasure of yout 
brotherly kindness, and to witness your good ministry of 
the Church and the congrP.gation committed to your charge, 
of which I have heard so happy an account from our friend 
and brother, the Lord Bishop of Calcutta; but unfortun­
ately it did not prosper so ; for the ship, on board of which 
l was a passenger, did not touch on the coast. However, 
a very favourable opportunity occurred since our brother, 
the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, during his conversation, men­
tioned to me that he was on the point of forwarding you 
an epistle in the Syriac language. I availed myself of that 
opportunity to deliver to him the letter to your address 

(above alludccl to,) to be C!],closed in it at the same time, 
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an<l am much obliged for his brotherly love tl1at he has 

done so, and trust to God it ,vill reach you in safety. 
I had written these few lines in the Armenian language ; 

but thinking perhaps none of my nation might happen to be 

there, to convey my brotherly love and greeting to you, 
and none of my handful nation here understanding the 
Syriac language to translate it, I have therefore got it 

translated into English, a language generally understood 

aU over India; and I hope you will find some one of the 
station to read it to you. 

I ha,·e prepared myself to go on board an Egyptian 

Yessel, named A lib Itohonang, towards the Holy Land; 
~hould it please God to prosper that the vessel should touch 

at Allepee (as I am gh·en to understand,) I promise myself 
the pleasure to send information thence to you and the 
brethren of the Church, and to fulfil my heart's desire. 

Our brother, the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, joins me in 

~reeting you and the brethren of the Gospel of Christ. 
Both the Armenian and English Churches of Calcutta salute 
your Church. All the brethren of both our Churches greet 
you, and greet ye one another with a holy kiss. l\lay 
health and long lifo attend yonr ministry; and the grace 
and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. 
Amen. 

Pray for me, that I may be enauled to prosecute my 
course to the holy city of Jerusalem. 

The salutation and prayer of me, Abrnhnm. with Jl!ine 
own hand. 
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Tl1c second L'etter of Bishop 1/eber to Illar Atl1anasi11s. 

11/arch 22, 1826. 

To the hono1,1red amon~ bishops, i\lAn AT11ANAs1us1 l\Ie­
tropolitan of the churches of India which follow the 

Syrian confession, my dear Brother in the Lord Jesus, 
REGINALD, by divine permission, Bishop of Calcutta, 

wishetl1 health, peace, and increase of prosperity in this 

world, and the world to come. Amen. 

This second letter I write unto thee, my brother beloved 
in the Lord, to let thee know that by God's mercy I have 
reached the country of Madras, whither thy letter, which 
arrirna' in Calcutta after my departure thence, hath been 

sent after me, I was comforted to learn thy safe arrival 

and good health among the churches of thy people; yet I 
ham much grief and heaviness of heart to hear d11at the 
<'nemy hath sown trouble between thee and eur brethren 

Philoxenus and Dionysius, which in time past had guided. 
and governed the churches of Tra,·ancore, in their desola­
tion, when no tidings came from Antioch for many years, 
and the people of the Lord (but for them whom God raised 

11p to feed his flock) had been scattered on the mountains 
as sheep having no shepherd. Let this, my brother, in­

dine thine heart to show them favour; aRd may the good 
Spirit of God move them to render thee all worthy honour 
and obedience, both for thine own sake, and his that sent 

1hee ! 

:Furthermore, I have spoken concerning thy busim:ss to 
the most excellent governor of the English nation which is 

in the city of :'.\hdras, who had heard divers things reported 
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ngainst thee; to whom I said, " J.thanasius is my brother, 
and, while he sojourned in Bombay, approved himself in 
all things blameless, and of a truth he brought letters wit11 

l1im from the honoured father in Christ, the Patrinrch of 

Antioch : perhaps the· things arc not trnc which arc re­
ported : why then should he be sent away from the land 1 
And now, behold, I go southward, even to Trichinopoly 

and Quilon ; it may be that I shall reconcile him to his 
!.Jrcthrcn. I pray thee write thus much to the queen of 
Travancore and the deputy that dwclleth in Quilon ;"­
and the governor has written as I desired. ,vhercfore, my 
honoured brother, when I come into your borders, (as, by 
the grace of God, I hope in forty days to come thither,) 

my desire is to be allowed to make peace between you ; 
not as having authority, for 

1
1 am a stranger in your Church, 

neither desire I to rule over any but my own people; not 

as having wisdom, for I would gladly learn of you in things 

pertaining to the truth ; but as your brother in the Lorcl, 
and the servant of the churches of Christ; and as desiring, 
like Mordecai, to speak peace to all the chilclren of God, 
and to say unto you that strive together, as Moses said to 

the Israelites, " Sirs, ye arc brethren; why do ye wrong 
one to another 1" Ilut my counsel is, that all the malpans 

and catanars of the Church, also thou thyself, and the 

brethren Philoxenus and Dionysius, should come together 
to meet me in one place, even at Cotyam, and testify unto 
me concerning .the customs of the Church, and all things 
belo_nging to the same; and, that all men may speak their 

mind freely and without fear, I will bring with me learned 

men, who speak both Arabic and the language of the l\fa­
layalim (but who are not of the number of the priests sent 

heretofore for the college of Cotyam,) and I can hear both 
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what is sai<l, an<l what thou desirest to speak unto me in 
secn,t. And whereas there are some which say that Phi­

loxenus is no bishop, and some which say that he was con­

secrated by laying on of hands an<l the Holy Ghost, e,·en 

as thou wert, this thing may be inquired of at the mouth of 
mai.y witnesses, and the will of the Church be made known 
whom they choose to obey. And in the meantime, my 

brother, for as much ns it hath been said of thee, " he is a 
violent m;rn, an<l sct>keth to change times and hours," let 
me pray thee to be patient, if in the days of darkness and 
troubk• any thing have been done amiss, awaiting the time 

that thy power shall be strengthened, and the Lord shall 
cause all thy ways to prosper. But I speak as unto the 
wise. Thou knowest that the priests of the high places 
were not at once cut off from Israel ; how mt,ch less those 

whom a bishop hath ordained, though iu thy absence, and 
without leave from Antioch. Likewise, in the days of king 

Davi<l, Zadok and Abiathar ,,·ere both high priests in the 

tabernacle, though the true priest, having Urim and Thum­

mim, was Abiathar, son of Ahimelech, only; and thus it 
may be that the anointing shall be on thy head, and the 
government shall be on thy shoulders, and yet the place of 

honour next to thee may be given to them that kept the 
flock before thy coming. But of these things we may dis­
course together when thrre is opportunity. And, further, 
if any man hath wrongr<l thee, speak to me thereof with­
gut fear; am I not thy brother? Emu if he be of my 
own people, as far as I have power, he shall not go without 

correction. Salute the Bishops Dionysius and Philoxenus 

in my name. I call them Bishops, for as much as they 

have been so reported unto me by divers sure tokens, and 

J trust they may he found bishops inderd. Salute tho rnm-
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bar: Isaac, thy fellow-traveller and mine, whom I met at 

Bombay. Salute the malpans and catanars. The priests, 

Thomas Robinson and John Doran ( concerning whom I 

wrote unto thee,) salute thee. Verily, John was sick at 

l\fadras, wherefore my letter was not hastened on. Never­

theless, he is now restored, by God's blessing, and is with 

me on my journey. 
Ahuna J\far Simeon, the Armenian, who was with us at 

Bombay, and who has been now again with me at Madras, 

salutes you. Grace and peace be with you all, from Goel 

and our Lord Jesus ! 
• If thou hast any thing to write, let thy letter be sent unto 

me in the city of Palamcottah. 
,vritten in the land of Coromandel, nigh unto the city of 

Alumbura. 
REGINALD, BISHOP. 

Letter to Illar Pl1iloze1111.~. 

To the honoured among bishops, PmLOXEKus, raised up 

of GoJ to he a guide anrl shepherd to the churches of 

lnrlia, which hold the Syrian confession, R1-:GrNALn, by 

divine permission, Bishop of Calcutta, wisheth health, 

grace, and much prosperity from GoJ aJld our Lord 

Jesus. 

I have heard from many witnesses, my brother belovr>d 

in the Lord, of the works which thou hast wro11!~bt, anrl 

tl1y Jeep trih11Ltion, and thy lahom of love which hall, been 

~hown tow,mls the Church of Chri~t among the Malayalim, 

,,t a time when no tidings came from the Church ,vhich is. 
S2 
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at Antioch, and thl!rc were many dangers and much sorrow 
without and within, on the right hand and on the left, from 
the idolatrous people and the false brethren. Likewise, 

how thou hast made choice of a wise and holy man, even 

the brothe1· Dionysius, to judge the people in thy room, 
and to teach them the pure and certain doctrine of the 

Lord; and that thou hast scaled l1im to the work by the 
laying on of hands, to the intent that the grace which was 
given thee might not perish, but that, after thy decease, a 
witness of the truth might not be wanting in Israel, until 

the time that the Lord of the vineyard shall return to 
reckon with his servants. 

,Vhich tl1ing also was made known to the blessed Father 
in God, Thomas l\lidcllcton, who, before my weakness came 

hither, was Bishop of Calcutta and of the churches of the 

English in India; who beheld also your order and the grace 
of God which was among you, and was glad, and spake 

thereof unto all the chiefs of our nation. Insomuch that in 

the land of Feringistan, which is Chittim, and Ashkenaz, 

and Gomer, the glory of the Lord was made known; nor 
there only, but in Britain also, which is our own land; 

where the blessed Apostle Paul, after he had been in Spain, 

in times pas_t preached the Gospel, even as the Apostle 

Thomas did with you, whose memory is at this day blessed 

among the churches of India. 
Fur which cause also the holy Father in Christ, the 

Patriarch of Antioch, having heard of your love and tl1E: 
truth and patienrn of your brethren, sent our brother 

Athanasius to carry his lette1·s to you, and to testify unto 
you all the things which were in l1is heart us a faithful 

bishop awl e,·angelist; at whosr. coming, when I hearcl the 

same in Bombay, my heart greatly rejoiced, hoping th.i.t, 
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by communication witll him, yourself and your flock might 

I.Jc the more estal.Jlishcd in faith, and that love might in­

crease more exceedingly with all knowledge. \Vhcnce 

then is it, my brethren, that there arc wars and envyings 

among you? God is a God of peace, not of division; a 
God of order, not of disorder; and by all these things the 

name of Christ is l.Jlasphemed among the Gentilc:t, and the 

souls of many shall I.Jc turned into perilous heresies; such 

as are taught l.Jy the priests of the bishop of Rome, which 

are in Cranganore and Vcrapoli, from whom, in time past, 

great sorrow hath arisen to this people. Let me entreat 

you then, my l.Jrethren, on Christ's l.Jehalf, that you be 

reconciled one to another, in honour preferring one another, 

and each desirous to take the lowest room, to the end that 

ye may rca1> an exceeding weight of glory hereafter. And 
for as much as the people arc divided, and this man is of 

Philoxenus, and that followcth after Athanasius; my counsol 

is, that the multitude must needs come together, and that 

the priests of the order of Aaron, and the holy Levites, 

which are tlic deacons, l.Je called into one place, to declare 

openly, according to the knowledge gi,vcn unto them, what 

hath been the custom of your fat!1ers, and who111 they will 

obey as their bishop and faithful shepherd. Like as it is 

written, " If thou hast any thing against thy brother, tell it 

t.:nto the Church; and he that will not heat· the Church, let 

him be unto tlwe as a Heathen man and a pul.Jlican." At 

which time, I also, if it scemeth good unto your di~crction, 

will be present with you in Cotyam; not as a ruler, for I 

am a stranger among you-nor as a judge, for who am I, 

that l should judge any but mine own people 1 I.Jut as a 

brotlu:r in Christ, and a faithful witness of that which sh.cll 

be d1:termincd, and who may plead the cau~e of your nation 
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with the queen of Travancore, and with the most excellent 

governor whom the king of England hath set over his cities 
in India. And, for as much as is slanderously reported of 

thee, that thou art no bishop indeed, let this thing be also 
inquired into at the mouth of two or three witnesses. And 

let not thy heart be troubled in that I have known our 
brother Athanasius in Ilombay; for I haYe purposed, by 

God's grace, to know no man after the flesh, but to walk 
in these things according to the will of God and the tradi­

tion of the churches, and to speak peace, if it may be so, 

to both of you (are ye not both brothers 1) and to acknow­
ledge him, if difference must be made, whom your people 

shall freely choose to rule over them; and within forty days 

I trust to be strengthened t9 come unto you. 
Brethren, pray for me. Salute our brother, Bishop 

Dionysius, in my name; salute the brethren which are with 
you, the malpans, catanars, and deacons, with all others 

of the Church. Salute our brother Athanasius. God grant 
that ye may be at unity with each other! The brP,thren 

which are with me, even Thomas Robinson (which was in 

time past known unto the llishop Dionysius,) and John 

:poran, salute you. 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, and with the 

1sraei of Goel! .A men. 

Copy of a Letter from the Rev. Thomas Robinson to 
1llar Ignatius Gcorgius, Patriarch of .,-littioch, 1~~6. 

The presbyter, Thomas Ilobinson, ramban to the biassed 

~Iar Re\!inald, bishop of the English churches in India, 

scn<leth greeting and rcYcrcnce, 
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I nm not worthy to write unto thy ei\iinence, for as much 

as thy order in the Church of our Lord Jesus is the highest, 

and mine the most humble; yet since God hath thought ma 

worthy to serve his honoured and blessed servant, l\Iar 

Heginald, the Bishop of our Church in India, I pray thee 

to receive my words as the words of him who was my mas• 

tcr and my brother. The rather it is my duty to write to 

thee, because there were many things which were in his 

llPart lo say unto thee, and he was meditating a letter of 

peace to thee at the very time when the Great Master of 

all, the Chief Shepherd, called him to his eternal reward. 

'Vith thy permission, therefore, I will relate lo thy wisdom 
what things he had" already done towards thy churches in 

India, and what was further in his mind to do. It is not 

unknown to thee, i\lost Re,·crencl Fatl11::r, from the informa­

tion of the Reverend Legate and i\letropolitan of thy 

churches in l\lalabar, i\Iar Athanasius, that he met our 

blessed Father, l\lar Reginald, at Bombay, soon after Pen• 

tC'cost, in the last year ( 18'.!,3,J and, as one bishop with an­

other, partook of the holy mysteries with him at the altar 

of the English church dedicated to S"t. Thomas in that city. 

lHar Reginald showed great affection to lUar Athanasius i"9, 

return for his love lo him, and gave him letters to several 

persons of distinction among the English in this country, 

commending him to them as Metropolitan and Supreme 

Bishop of the Syrian churches in India. After that time 

he saw his face no more, but he always remembered the 

brotherly intercourse that was between them: and when he 

wrote an account of his diocese to the l\lost Reverend and 

Excellent l\lar Carolus, Archbishop of Canterbury and 

.,Jetropolitan of all the churches of the English nation, he 

made mention therein of Mar Athanasius, and his mission 
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from your eminence, and how, by his means, an end would 

be put to the irregularities that had heretofore prevailed in 
the church of the Apostle Thomas at l\lalabar. Also, when 

an English priest, Johannes Doran by name, came to him 
at Calcutta five months after, desiring to proceed to l\lalabar, 
our blessecl father ga,·e him a letter to l\lar Athanasins, re-

11uesting him to allow him permission to resicle among his 

people, and to receive him as a son for his own sake. This 
letter I have now at length the satisfaction of sending to the 

care of your cminency, and I will now relate from what 
cause, and in what manner, it was most unfortunately de­
tainecl so long from the hancls of l\lar A.thanasius; for our 
blessed father most earnestly desired it should be delivf'red 

without delay, since it woukl, in all probability, ham pre­
vented his depa!:ture from the country, and healed the dis­

orders and schisms that now so wretchedly divide your 
Church in India. 

"'hen the priest, Johannes Doran, had gone from Cal­
cutta to l\ladras, on his way to the country of Malabar, he 
!;card, for th,e first time, that there were dissentions between 
the Indian bishops and the metropolitan from Antioch, 
ancl, being a stranger, he ,vas advised by some persons 
that he shoulcl avoid taking any part in such controversies, 

r-ven such as might seem just to him. Therefore, and on 

account of hjs health, he remained at l\ladras for Hro 

month;, till the end of the month of February, in this year, 

when l\lar Reginald arrive<l there on his visitation to the 
southern part of hi_s diocese. It gaye him great grief to 

find that Johannes had delayed his progress, although he 
had gi,·en him letters to l\Iar Athanasius, as the head of 

those churches, in which also he had included another 

letter written by Abrahim Ahuna, a legate from the Arme-
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nian Patriarch of Jerusalem, to l\lar Athanasius. As soon 
as he obtained these letters again from the hands of Johan­

nes, on the 4th day of l\Iarch, he sent them to Travancore, 

to be delivered into the metropolitan's hands. He alo sl'nt 
answers to letters he had received from that land, in which 

he exhorted all who were subject to his authqrity to reve­

rence the ancient canons and usages of the Syrian Church, 
and to know him as the rightful head and metropolitan of 

the faithful Indians in l\lalabar, who had been received as 

such, agreeable to your eminency's letters, in a general 
convocation of the Church, summoned at Cotyam, on De­
cemlier 29th, 1825, by the Bishop 1'1ar Philoxenus. He 
also expressly and earnestly desired all these his children 

not to interpose the authority of the Heathen go,·ernment 

in Travancore, as defining any thing in the affairs of the 
Church, but to su(for all things to continue as they were 

from the old time, even since the Heathen princes gave 

the Syrian churches of l\Ialabar independent privileges, the 
people choosing their ecclesiastical governors according to 
the rites and usages which they held from the day of the 

blessed Apostle St. Thomas to this time, the government 

allowing their elections, and receiving those they elected, 
while they thus rendered to :'~resar the things which were 
Cresar's, and to God the things which were God's. An1l 

for as much as it had been reported to l\Iar Reginald, that 
~far Atlianasius had acted violently in the Church, de­
priving thos~ that had been formerly accounted liisl1ops, 

and de~pising the authority of the rulers of the land, our 
blessed father was very careful to inc111ire into this matter, 

that he might represent it truly to all the deputies of the 
governors of the English in that lanrl. In the meantime, 

the letter of Mar .Athanasius to him, written one tnonth 
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before, which had been ignorantly sent to Calcutta, was 
given to him at l\Iadras;, and to this letter he sent an 

answer in the Syriac language, on the 22d of l\farch, which 

also I now enclose to your eminency, wherein he assured 
him of his unaltered friendship, exhorted him to mildness 
and forbearance till he should come, and, with his permis­
sion and good will, mediate between him and those in Tra­
\"ancore who supporter! the Indian bishops, assuring him 
also that he would not leave unpunished those who behaved 

unjustly or unkindly to him in any way. And l\Iar Regi­
nald acted even as he had wrote, and he obtained a promise 

from the excellent governor of the English at 1\fadras, that 
he would confirm whatever appointment he thought goocl 
respecting the peace of the Church in l\Jalal:,ar. And your 
excellency will sec, by his letters to both sides, that he 

intended that l\Iar Athanasius should be acknowledged as 
metropolitan by all those who had power; and that the 

Indian bishops, when it should be seen they were truly 
i:uch, should receive honour and maintenance as his suf­

fragans. 

In this belief and intenlion he wrote also a letter of 

friendship and brotherly love to l\Jar Philoxenus, as one 
bishop to another, exhorting him to receive Athanasius, as 

sent by your eminrncy, to rule them. I send a copy of 
that letter to your eminency. I beg your eminency's wi~e 
and careful attention to this account; and of the truth of 
it I myself am witness; for I wroto with my own hand th6 

two letters to l\Iar Athanasius, and !,ave been near to our 

blessed father, as his ramban and secretary during all these 

transactions. Your wisdom will judge from this, with what 

rricf and surprise l\Iar Reginald heard the events that took 

place at the same time at Trarnncorc. These events therr 
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•s no need that I relate, as your eminency has he:ird them 
dearly from l\Iar Athanasius himself; but the thing which 
gives most grief to the hearts of all who love the memory, 

and l'ejoiced in the plans of our late blessed father in Christ. 
is, that his two letters to l\lar Athanasius were not received. 
The first li?tter, which, as I have mentioned, was sent on 
the 4th of l\larch, must have arrive<l at Travancore either 
on the same day l\Iar Athanasius was arrested by the divan 
and banished the country, or at least the day after; yet 
the letter was not sent after him to Cochin, where he 
remained many days. Nor was it told to l\Iar Ileginald 
that his letter had not been delivered, till many days after 
it had arrirn<l at Travancorc; and, this news not coming 
to the Bishop till after Ea.ster~ at •ranjore, no remedy was 
found for the evil: much less was the second !etter deli­
vered, which was written, lls I have mentioned, twenty 
days later than the other. But as soon as l\lar Reginald 
heard, as he did in the Passion-Week, that the metropolitan 
had been arrested by order of the lkathen government, he 
immediately wrote a letter to the British deputy in Tra­
vancore, Colonel Newall, who was then living at some 
<listanco in the mountains of the 1\"orth. In that letter he 
supplicated him to stop all these proceedings against l\lar 
Athanasiu~; to wait for his coming before ho listened to 
any accusation against thr per.son bearing the commission 
-of your eminency, and recognised in that character, as he 
had no doubt J1e soon would be by all the faithful in l\lala­
bar. Be reminded him, moreover, how iRfamous it woulrl 
be to the English nation, if we should adwit, in any degree, 
the accursed practices which we all condemn in the <lisciple~ 
of the corrupt Church of Rome, in their conduct towards 

the Jogatcs from Syria, who came to the ancient churches, 

1.' 
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which Divine Providence had now placed under our civil 
government and protection. Our blessed father, l\lar 
Reginald, lived not long after the writing of that excellent 

letter. It was his mind to have followed it up by a letter 
to your cmincncy, and by other acts calculated to ensure 
the peace of your Church at i\lalaLar, when it pleased his 
heavenly Father to call l1im to himself. The letter was, 
however, received by Colonel Newall, who immediately 

sent orders to the divan of Travancorc to stay all farthC'r 
proceedings against Mar Athanasius, and to authorize his 

return to the country. That letter, arriving after the death 
of l\lar Reginald, was opened and read by me. Ilut, alas! 
the news had already arrived from Travancore, that JUar 
.\thanasius had already sailed from Cochin, and conse­
quently that the~e orders of the resident came too late. It 

would ill become me, ::Uost l!everend Father, to obtrude 

any counsel of mine upon your eminency, in an affair where 

the peace of your Church is so nearly concerned. Suffer 
me, however, to give you what arc not mine, but the ideas 
of my honoured Father in the Lord, whose nearest wish, 

after the pro~pcrity of his own children, and the extension 
of the Gospel of the Lord Ly their means, was to prescnc 

the integrity of the Church subjected to your cmincncy's 
rule in the land of i\Ialabar. It appeared, then, to l\lar 

Reginald, from very strict and accurate inquiries made into 
the truth of the circumstances, not only from those resident 
in Cotyam, but from others also, that when the last prelates 
(on whom be the peace of God!) came from Syria to i\la­
labar, l\lar Gregorius, of Jerusalem, Mar Uasilius i\laphi­

rnn, and i\Iar Johannes, they encountered the like opposi­
tion from the ambition of the Indian bishop, l\lar Tho11,1, 

:rnd h~ nephew, that l\Iar Athanasius has to encounter 



from the ignorance and prejudice of those opposed to him. 

Severthcless, as disciples of Him who was lowly and meek 

in heart, and who, by his own mouth and that of his holy 

apostles, has taught us not to render evil for evil, but to 

nYercome e\·il with good, they, after more than eighteen 

years' quarrcling, procured the younger Indian bishop to 

be submissive to their will, and (~far Hasili11s being dead) 

.'far Gregorius consecrated him, and honoured him with 

the title of Metropolitan, by the name of Dionysius. All 
this is not unkno\Vn to your erninency; hut besides this, it 

ii also true that there was a young Indian priest, 1Vho, 

during all these troubles and contentions, remained faithful 

ro the just cause of the Syrian prelates from Antioch. 

Him, therefore, during those troubles, l\lar llasilius had 

consecrated bishop, by the name of Cyrillus. And it is 

said also, though with what truth I know not certainly, that 

when l\Jar Gregorius had given the title of l\letropolitan to 

Dionysius, and when Mar Dionysius afterwards refused to 

give him the maintenance he agreed to give, then l\lar 

Gregorius gave the same title of Metropolitan to the afore­

said Cyrillus. However this may be as to his dignity of 

metropolitan, or whatever right this may ha,·e conferred 
upon him, it is the confession of all in l\lalabar, of e,·ery 

party, that he was truly a bishop by the consecration of 

,\far llasilius. That Cyrillus, as is sufficiently attested, 

consecrated another priest before his drath, A. D. 1805, 

by the name of Philoxenus, who again, in 1812, conse­

crated in the same manner him who now lives, and is 

called l\lar Philoxenus. Now, though the title of l\letro• 

politan is wrongly assumed by that prelate, and the others 

whom he has consrcrated, and ignorantly allowed them by 

the Heathen governors of the land, it Yf ill not be doubtful 
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to your eminency that they :.re real bishops, though there 
were not the number of prelates present at the consecra­

tion which the holy canons ordinarily require. But in a 

barbarous land, where bishops are very few, where inter­
course with the sec of Antioch was interrupted and difficult, 
it may seem perhaps to your emincncy, as it did to l\Iar 
Reginald, that it were better for a bishop before his death 
to J>rovidc successors for himself, provided the real form of 
ordination be duly observed, than that the Church should 
be left entirely destitute of bishops. 1\-lore especially wh'..m 1 

at the demise of the true metropolitan, more than twelve 
years ago, there was no provision for the continuance of 
lawful pastors among the people of l\lalabar, unless the 
other successions from ~lar Basilius were admitted as truc1 

which continued from Cyrillus to those who arc now in 

l\Ialabar. It was thcreforo in our blessed 1-'athcr's mind to 
entreat your cmincncy, and also his Right Reverend Brother, 

l.Uar Athanasius, to lay aside all prejudices from the reports 

of ambitious men in India, who often decry in their bre­
thren those things which they only desire for themselves, 
and that you would consult in these matters what is condu­
cive to the peace, security, and welfare of the Church­
not indeed giving place, even for an hour, to those pre­
judiced or wicked brethren, who pretend to set up the 

right of the Heathen magistrates to name Church governors, 
against that of the sec of Antioch; but not denying, even 

to the gainsaying and the prejudiced, that character which 
is allowed them by the nation, if it should appear, on due 

examination and trial by the faithful, the priests and doc­

tors of l\falabar, that the character of bishop does not of 
l'ight belong to them. By these mild means, and by in­

viting a foir and iropartial trial cf u!l Joul.ltful matters, the 



pence and order of the Church will be best promoted. Our 

brethren and fathers of the English Church all look with 
the greatest interest and affection on the state of the Church 

of the Apostle St. ';['homas, in l\falabar; all desire earnestly 
to see it in peace 'and prosperity, and its connexion ,vitl~ 

Syria unimpaired; and they all will hear with sorrow of 
the violent removal of your legate from this country. I 
am now engaged, as is my bounden duty, in giving an 
account of these transactions, with the whole of the wishes 

of our blessed Father concerning them, to our venerable 
Father and Lord, Mar Carolus, Primate of England. 

&c. &c. &c. 
Tno~IAS RonmsoN, 

Priest o.::id Rambun of ~Iar Reginald the blessed. 
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A.D. RDfARK.\IlLE EVENTS. --------------
r>!l'.I I.Jnnc ~G1h, The Syno<l of Dinmper i,; held. ]GOO, Angamale subjected to. Goa. 
l(ill:i Cran!(anore ercclerl into an Archbishopric l>y l'anl V. snhjccl to Goa. 
!GIO By 111" hull of Paul V. Cannanore i~ made the bonn<laryof the Archbishop of Goa, an<l the jurisdiction of Angamale, 

or Cranganorc, begin~ Dh,mnapatnam, three le:tgucs <li,tant from Cannanorc. 

-1 ___ -.---__ 

A.D. 

JGOO 

IGIG 

1619 

Archbishops of 
Goa. 

Archhishops of 
Cranganorc. 

D. Alexis <le c\Ie-j JGO:i. D. Francis­
uezcs came to Jn-.cus Roz. Soc. Jes. 
du, A. D. 15'):i,lcreatc,l bishop oi' 
lranslated to B,aza, ,\ne:amale, lliUI. 
·!2d of .l unc, lGJ I ,I 
ob. HiJ7. 

Christophomsdc IG17. D. ITicr~­
Sa, l lieronomi1e,:nyrnu~ Xav1erc. 
lrnnslate<l from l\Ia-::-ioc. Jes. t'lecte,I 
lacca. 1'hi,lwp, Intl <lied the 

Mauw }'ear. 
D. &thastianus ,11 Hil7. D. Stcpha-, 

S.Petro, Augmtin, 1111s de llt-it~, Soc. 
translatcdrro111 Ma_l!Jes. ob. 1G41. 
liapur :tml Cochin, 
oh. IG2!l. 

CHlto~l)LOGICAL TAGLE. 
----;---------,-------

11 a Ii an Vicar~ I Indian Superin-
.\po,tolic of ;\Iala-

1 

Jacobite Bishops tendents of the 
1,ar sent from from Antioch. Christians revolted 

Rome. from Rome. 

RE~IARltS. 

i;l 
I~ 
C 



~I 
163i 

1652 

A.D. 

1631 

163:; 

RE~I.-\RKABLE F.\"l:i\T::l-
.. 

The Archdeacon George, in the name of the Church, writes to the King of Portugal, co1nplai11i11:i; of the Jesuits-
(This letlcr at \' erapoli-<JUOted in a '.'llannscript of lldeplionsus " preseutationc )-)st. that they talked ~yriac 
where they plP.ascd. (This probably was "canponantes liuguam et libros.") 2d. That they gave none of 
the king'• money to nali.-e priests. 3d. That Stepba.nus de Brito (ignorant of Syriac, and therefore disliked 
more than Roz) h:ul collated to parishes without consulting lieorge.-See D. Raphael de figucredo's Lpistlu 
to the Propa~anda.-" IVithorit U'fl.iting for an ansu:er to tltis letter, t1,c11ty ymrs uftcrw,mls," they send for a 
J\'pstorian (Qu') Bishop (Ahatailah, Gr. Theodorus,) or, as the :llalabars call him, Illar Ignatius, from Bagdad 
or Babylon. 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 
-- -

Italian Vicars Indian Supcrin-
Archbishops of Ard1hishops of Apostolic of l\tala- Jacobite Bishops tendents of the 

RntARKS. Goa. (,rauganore. bar sent from from Autioch. Christians revolted 
lton1e. - from Rome. 

D. Emanuel Tel-
les on). Predicato• 
mm. 

D. Franciscus :, Hi~ 1. D. Fran-
;\larlyribns, ord. ciscus Garzia, Soc., 
Fra1¥0isci Pro,·in- Jes. baYing hePu 

The ,!(reat schism cialis, ob. 1652. appointed in ](i:l7,I 
of thr Christians of consecr11ted Bishop 
St. Thomas. The of Ascalou, ob. 
srhismatic bishops. 1651. The ,·jcars aposto• 
lie appointed. 

I~ 
t:.i -



A.D. REi\IARKABLE E'\- E8T;3. 

1652 ,Alwtallalt, or lgn11ti1t.•, taken by the Portuguese, all'] burnt at Goa, acc•mlin~ to Paulin. The tradition of the 
to Hl54 Chri,tians is, that he was the Patriarch of Antioch, tl,at he was ,lrowne<I hy the llrtjah of Cochin off tho fort, at 

the instigation of the Portuguese, and that the king died the same clay by a hl<lw 011 the head, getting into his 
palanquin. 

1653 The Christians, enraged at this event, met at Alangatta, where twelve priests install Pnraml,il Toma, or Thomas de 
:\Iay22 Campo, to exercise Episcopal government over them. ('l'he ilcllnani;;t., say he was consecrated, the Christians 
T.::hm say not, but confess that they g-ave him and his successors thP, title of llfor.) All the dioase, e.rrrpt nbuut 400, 
(A.) foll into schism-Paulin says 200,000 souls. Those 400 re11ort the circnni-tance tr, two uare-fr)()le,1 Carmdites 

of Goa, whom they had known twenty years before, and they •~nd the letter.• t.rJ Po11e Alexander \'II. who 
1656 Send~ ont fi,·e Carmelite missionaries from the Prop11ganda-two of whom, Josephu;; it l\Iaria, and Vincentins ii 
(B-) Catharina, gradnall_y hriug back forty of the lap~ed churches. Two others, 1\lattha,us ~ 8. Jo,eph", and I\Iar­

cellns, are lefi in l\lalabar, and Joaeph and Vincentins return trJ Rome. l11 the mPa11ti1ne llyaci11th11s i, S. 
Vincentio ,mives in l\lalabar by way ofLishon and Goa, and labours in the reduction of the churches. Josephus 

lf,61 :1 Maria, appointed Bishop of Ilicrapolis and Vicar Apostolic, returns from Rome, and arrives in l\lalabar. 
1663 Cochin is taken by the Dutch, an(! Joseph, being obliged to leave '.\foh1har. consecrates AlcxanilP,r ,le Carnpo, a 
(C.) nritive, related to Tho1I1as de Campo, to govern the Church; for Fra11cis Garzia, ArchhishrJp or Angamale, was 

dead. 
1674 On the death of Thomas de Campo, the Christians place the mitre on the hearlofhis brother, a layman; eight days 
(D.) after, he was killed hy lightning, when they elected his nephew; he, clyin;;, appoints his 11ephew. 

1-:.l .~ 
(;,) 



I ,_\.D. 

I 

lGi I 

Archbishops of 
Goa. 

CHIW:'\ULOLilC.\L T.\llLE. 

Italian Vicars 
Arrhbishops of l:\postolic of Mala-1 Jacobite Ilishnps 
C ra ugauore. bar sent from fron, Antioch. 

llo1ne. 

Indian Snpcrin­
teudeuts of the 

Christians rc,·olted 
from Rome. 

llF.:11.\RK~-

I P. Franci,scns1 mm. D . .Joseph a J6G2. Ahatallah I From IGG9to JiOl, 
1 

na[relo, ~oc. Jes.I 8. !Ilaria de Selias- liurnt at Goa, )(i;;.1, )(jr,3. Thomas de the archbishopric 
:lle rcfose,l Cochin tiani. ob. IG::;[). )(iG[",. Gregori us C1unpo I. of Cmngauore was 
:ant.I also Crnn;a- the patriarch 0t· the vacant. 
·uorc. Syrian mctropoli- 1--------1 

IGG:l. Alcxamlcrob. 16i:!, at Parnr. de Carupo was a I 
ton of Jerusalem, The first Thomas 

,le Ca111p1J. JG74. Thomas II. priest, bnt never 
~- ( 'hri,topl,orn~, only eight days. iconsecrnte<l bishop, 

a ~,ln1n on]. Err-' 1-------- except by a mock 
mit. Angn,t. j -Thomas III. lconsecrat1011 of 

I !

twelve priests. The 
' 

1 
others of thut name I were laymen. 

I I 
i 
! 
I 
I 

l~ 
~ 
~ 



.\.D. P..E:\IARKABLE EVE:.\''1'8. 

1G75 jA focnlty granted to fonr bare-footed Cnrmelites to choose a proper assistant to Alexander de Campo, Bishop orl 
Megara. 

IG77 .They choose D. Rnpl,acl de Figuerrrlo Snl!!ado with the title of Bishop of Adiwnentmn. Alexauder de Campo re­
fnses to consecrate him, haviug (with the protection of Henry Van Rheade, Governor of Cochin,) chosen 
lllttttl,r·,o de Campo, his 11ephew, to be his Assistant Bishop. lle is consecrated, therefore, nt Calicut the same 
year by Tl,amas de Castro, Bishop of Fulcit·ila. This consecration was confirmed by the Pope, Jfi81. lnfiuitc 
quarrels between the Carmelites and Raphael-and Custo<lius <le Pinho, Bishop of Ilicrapolis, Vicar Apostolic 
at the court of the Great J\Iogul, chosen to appease them. 

IG7G !Antlrcas, calling himself Patriarch, arrives in 3-lalabar, with a forged brief from the Pope. 
The Carmelite missionaries at Aleppi detect him to be a jacobitc priest. He was given to wine, awl therefore not 

acceptable to Thomas rle Campo's pa1ty. He lived some time at Callarcate, thence went to Callada, where 
he fell drnnl, into the ri,·er and wa" drowned. The schismatics of the south offer cocks and he!1s at his tomb 
on the uuui,·ersarv of his death, which custom lasted till 1782. 

168:i ,!IIar Johannes comes i'rom l\1osnl, with tlte title of l\laphrian, with a patent from the Patriarch of Antioch. !\for 
Busilius, with h:111, had only the title of llishop. They were utteuded by two Armenian clergymen, and one 
Greek. Johannes was a tme·jacobite bishop; he went to the south of l\Ialabar to Palaya, and taught his erron; 

(E.) I by letters written in Arabic with Syriac charac·ters. Hamm and Thomas <le Campo oppose him, and he goe,;r 
to the North, where he dies at 111ol111111+rnti. Uasilius dies at uidama11galn, where they keep the day of his death. 

lO 
l.;i ... 



A.ll. 

llii5 

C: 

1G00 

Archbishops of 
Goa. 

Archl.Jishops of 
Craugauorc. 

UIRO:'\OLOGIC,\I. TAULE. 

Italian ,·1cars I I Iu<lia11 :foperin-
Aposlolic of J\lala- Jnco\Jilellishops 1endc111s of the 

\Jar seut from from Antioch. Christians revolted 
Home. from Rome. 

D A11loni11• Bran- rn;;;, Thu111ns ilci 
d" ,, ;\lonacht\s C:nstro, a n:1_1ive ofl 
,,rd. -~- Bermmh, (Jua, o\J. IG8-l. _ I J7GI. Thomas 
oh. lu, 8. 16,G. Andreas. ,de Campo IV. ob. 

0. Emanuel de rns2. I'. Andreas 1Gi7.D. Raphacl-------17B6. 
:--onsa <le ~lcnezes Freire i:foc. J cs.'de Figueredo Sal- HiF15. Johannes 
Cler. ::;n-cul. <Ii Pd before the ,!!ado, who had been and Basilius. 

[), ,\!berms 'l 8. Brief arrived. the assistuut of 

Ri:~1.\RKS. 

1 ;ou:wlo, Canon. IGl"i-1. I::mautwl dc_Alcxandcrde Ca111-
1 Jtcg1ll. S Au;,11,t :-011 ,a Cong. Ornt.'ro "·heu 'Jld, oh. 

V. Au!:11s1m11,dcclincs. IJG:J5. 
a\J a11111111ciationc,1--I' r . 

1786. Thomas de' Th8 fifth Thomas 
Campo V. snid he was consc-

1 

crated by !\Jar Ba-. 
silius; but this is 
proved by 110 public 
document. 

Or«l. '.\[ii. Christi. R . • • 1~yicis~;'" 
ob. lil:!. ,o,s. artc o. 

Cong. Orat. ,lc­
(·lirn~s. 
--~----,-! 
llicronnrns a :::i. 

'Jacobo l\Ionachns 
S. Benedict al.Jdi-

1

calc-=-. 
lli!h. Ditlacus a1, 

annnnciatiouc Jus-1 J(i!J.I. D. Custo-
i.inianus. 1lius de Pinho. 

It i~ of this Tho­
mas that all wrillen 
by La Quien, La 
Cruze, Asscnwu, 
Schaar, and the 
Daucs, is lo be un­
dcrstootl. 

(f.} 

~ 
l:I 
i;.--. 



'A.D. 

liOB 

1717 

(G.) 

RE:\IARKABLE EVEXTS. 

D. Gabriel came to the Quilon coast in an English ship from l\Iadrns, calling himself Archbishop of Jerusalem. 
lie cansedinfinitedistnrbances. (Deeodiarium l\I. S. D. Angeli Fraucisci Episcopi Methelopolitaniph•rimm 
Epistol:i> P. lnnocentii ~ S. Onuphio, P. Ar~en;i, D. Episcop1 Limirensis, quro in Scriuiis Verapolitauis asser­
vantur.) He lived and died a Nestorian, the implacable enemy of Thomas de Campo, and cajoling the Catholics. 
Fr9m these doc11u1ents Le Quicn and As;;eman mnst be corrected. ' 

Thomas V .on his death, had put the mitre on the head of his lay nephew, and the staff and ringou his hand-Gah-riel 
had ordained many, aud, among the rest, George, the senior pnestof Telwnpallipuram, and the llluppen or senior 
priest of Cal/urwlc, both of whom Paulin knew. Thomas VI. wi,hed to be consecrated by Gabriel; bnt, while 
he "l"l'as hastening for that pnrpcse to Cottata, Gabriel expired. 

l!l ·~ a, 



CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

Italian Vicarg . . I Indian Supcrin-

·\ D. 
.'\rchbi.shops of ,\rchbishops of Apo,tolic of Maia- Jacobite B1sho[l" !eu_dcuts of the 

Goa. Cra ngauore. bar sent from from Anlloch. Clmst1ans revolted 
Rome. from Rome. 

lilv I D. Sebastianus 1 1701. D. Johan- 1700. D. Angelus 170:l. D. Gabriel, 
de Andr:ule Pe,-au- nes Rebeiro, Soc. Franciscus ,, S. The- Syriau archhishop, 
ha. l'romotor 8. Jes. ob. lilti. resa, Canu. Discalc. ob.17:31, at Cottata. 
OIEcii. lie was consecrated 

lfohop of ;\lethclopo- 1717. Thomas de 
lis, 1701, hy J\Inr Si- Campo VI. Conse-
meon, the Syrian Ca- crated A. D. 177~, 
tholic Bishop. The by l\lar Gregorins 
Archbishop of Goa, when he took the 
and the Bishop of Co- name of l\lar Dio-

l721 D. Ignatius a S. 1721. D. Antonius chin refused.-Con- uysius. 

1Theresa, Can.Reg. Pimentel, called by firmed Vic. Apost. of 
S. August. 'the .ill alabars, Llnd- the diocese ofCranga-

himetrau, ob.1752, uore and Cochin, on 
ut l'uttencera. account1 of the long 

absence of the bishops 
ofthose sees, ob.1712, 
buried at Verapoli. 

1714. Johannes 
Bnptista ii S. Theresa 
Carm. Discalc. ob. 
lffill, at Vera poli. ; 

REnHRKS, 

1-:.; 
l.; 
~ 



/\.D. --
17,17 

1746 
to 1773 

--
A.D. 

17~5 

REi\IARKABLE EVEl'.TS. 

The Schismatics harl often urged the Dutch nt Cochin to bring them a bishop from ~I osal or P~rsia. 1'.zck1<•I, a 
rich 1ucrchant, a Jew of Cochin, cansecl llfar Johannes to be brought iu a Dntch shili from B,.<,,ira. " David, 
the ""n of E:1.ekiel, often conressed to me (says Panlinns) that he (Johannes) was rea ly a .Jew." lu Candr,nal\a, 
l\Iolautnruti, Porrota, l\lolicolnm, and othe1· schismatic churches, he bnrut the iu,a,!!es of the saints of Cl rist, 
allowed the priests to marry-A. D. 1741'!, stoic the silver furniture of several chnrches, drank hard, aud ir- his 
cnps made many clistnrbanccs. Ile dicl not consecrate Thomas de Campo, hut was lake11 and scut hack on 
board ship to Bussora. There is a letter against him from the Carcliual Valens, A. D. 1750, to Father Boniface 
a Pnero Jesu at Verapoli. 

\Vhile Florentius was Vicar Apostolic, the contention hegan between the Syrian and Latin Christians; those of the 
Syrian ritual separating and troubling the missionaries till the year 171:id. 

CHR01'\0LOGICAL TABLE. 

Italian Vicars lu<iian Snperin-
Archbishops of Archbishops of Apostolic of ~folu- Jacobite Ilishops teudeuts of the lhrnAnKs. Goa. Cranganore. bar ,icnt from from Antioch. Christians revolted 

Rome. from ltome. 
-

D. Ignatius a S. 
Teresa. 

1734. lnnocentius 
a_ S. Leopoldo ro-
signs. 

17<16. D. Floren-
tins a J e~n N azarc-
no, Carm. Disc. 
Imilt a Seminary 11t 1747. 7\lar Johan-
Verapoli, ob. 1773. nes Hereticus Ico-

nocla~tes. ' 

i:.; .~ 
m 
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l\. n. 
17[;1 

A.D. 

1750 

1773 

RE.UARKi\BLE EVF.:\'TS-

\pril 23, !\Jar Rosilius, Grrgoriu•,. and .Tol11m11cs, three Jacobite Bishops, came to ~lalahar,_ attc,ul?d hy two ~yrianl 
ckr"ymcn, one from Dmrhelur, called Sbokcm/ln/1., the other 11a111cd Aday, who mame<l a wife at .1fottwrrrn, 
anl'wirh whom l'auliuus hn,1 often lallced. Ignatius sent B11silius as ar~hbi,hop, au<l his patent is dated July 
2:l, 17-W, at DiarLckir. lie clicd at ,lfottinrem, and was hurie<l at C,11,dt'11aln, one year after Iris arri\"al. Gr~-[ 
fOTius was of Aleppo. He died at Jl/o!ll11turti, A. D. 1772, after consecrating Thomas de Campo (or .lo,eph) 
111 the rlmrch at Naa11111ta, in the presence of Jo/1an11cs, the Chorepiscopus-aller which Thomas took tl1ct 
11~111e of Di011ysi11s. 

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

I Italian Vicars Indian Superin-
Archbishops of Archbishops of i,\postolic of l\lala- Jucobitc Bishops tendcnts of the 

RF."ARKS. Goa. Cra11ganore. bar sent from from Antioch. Christians revolted 
Rome. front Rome. 

D. AntoniusTa- 1751. i\Inr llasi-
reira de Neiva 1753. D .. Toh:m- !ins, !\for n regori-
Orum. Ord. ~Iii. :S. ncs Aloysius de us, l\lar Joha1111cs. 
Jacobi. lva~concell.,,, S. 

.Jes. ob. 1756, at 1774. D. Francis-

ll'attfncNa. lcus Salesias i1 J\f a-
1756. D. Salrn-'tre rloloros·, Carm. 

tor a Regibns (D."Disc. opposed by 
Salvador dos Reis) the nussionarics, 

D. Franciscus ab Soc. Jes. ob. I i77,·he went away, and 
assumptionc (s~c. at Puttcncerre. ldied 011 !\I. Cn,rmel, 
nom. Britto) ord.: I id7. 
Ercm. S. /u1g. I 

~ 
(.:J 
c.; 



.\. D. I R:CMARI(ABLE EVENTS. -------------1787 IThe Chri,1i:rn., of1he Srriac ritual meet in Angnmale, in St. Gcorgo's church, nuder D. Thomas Parea.na/,t/ (Vicar 
General of Lhe sec of Cranganorc, from the Archbishop of Goa) sep,rrate from the Latin Vicars Apostolic, and 
swear uever to have another pa.<tor except of their own nation. To justify their separation to the king of Cochin 
and Trnrnncore, they bring urnny charges against the Jesuits and Carmclites for having joined Cariatil, their 
archbishop, of h,n·ing formerly driven out l\Iar Simeon from l\lnlahar, aml imprisoned ~ome of their priests. 
They are heard hefo,·e the l1i11got'Travancorc ( Paulinus pleading for the Vicars Apostolic) and are fined 12,000 
Rent. Rom. Thonns l'areamakcl, thus defeated, governs the Chnrch wretchedly, nnd the clergy recei,·c 
their orders from the Ilishop of Cochin. The acls of this cause is preserved, togelher with the letter of lhma 
Varmar, kinu of Tr,l\·ancor<', to John Gerai·d Van An~elbeck. governor of Cochin, in the records of Verapoli. 

A.D. 

1783 

CHRONOLOGIC.\L TAGLE. -----~----~· --~----------
Archbishops of 

Goa. 
Archbishops of 

Cranoanore. 

Italian Vicars 
Apostolic of l\lala­

bar sent from 
Rome. 

n. Em::mnel a S., I 1780. D. Johan-
Catherina Carmel. 1782. D.Joseplms,nes J\Iaria ,, S, 
Di,cal. translated Carie1il, a native of:Thom~, Carm. 
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NOTES ON THE FOREGOING SKETCH~ 

(A.) 

T/1c Diocese of Angamale. 

In the act of separation, the Syrian ritualists numbec­

eighty-four Catholic parishes, thirty-two Schismatic-in all, 

one hundred and sixteen, the whole diocese of Angamalc. 
[D. Angclus Franciscus, A. D. 1702, numbered one hun• 

dred and fourteen parishes of both rituals.] They reckon 

one hundred thousand Catholic families-making the cal­

culation so high in order to escape the fine.· There were 

formerly abont that number of families under the govern­

ment of the petty kings; but when Rama Vermar subjected 

all the provinces of Jllalabar to himself, A. D. 1761 ; and· 

Tippoo Sultan, A. D. 1790, and the following years, de­

stroyed the churches of the North and many Christian 

_families, the number was greatly diminished. 

A. D. 1003, when Cuc/tin was takefl by the Dutch, the 

Portuguese and all Catholic ministers were ejected. The 
Jesuits went further north from Cochin and Cranganore,. 
and built a mission-house and seminary at Ambalacatta, in 
the Samorin's country, wliich remained till the y<'ar 1773. 
'l'hey built another at Pucotta, and another at l'utte11ccm. 

~\lore than two hunclred were annually converted, among 

whom some Bramins an,! Nairs. After the scl1ism under 

l~rancis Garzia, the hare-footed Carmelites sent hy Pope 

_\lexanclcr VII. liYed many years in the villa[;c~, but A. 1). 

l(ij;J, their first house was built by Father l\Jatth,cus a S. 

Joscpho, at C:ettiatti, by pcrmi~~ion of Governor Vm 



Rheade, lrrivari Rumen, the Heathen prince of tl1e rnun­
try, giving. them the ground. There tlic church of the 
Illessed Virgin was built, which Alexander clc Campo 

(signing himself Ale.-rander llletropolita De/ml llimlno, 
Alexander the l\letropolitan of all India) exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the ordinary. That form of signatmc 
was used by the Christians of the Syrian ritual, and the 
Nestorians also from remote times; or thus, Tarao Dekul 
Hindoo, the door of all India. The seal is a cross in red 
wax, the most ancient seal of the see of Angamale. 

'fhe bare-footed Cal'mclites built another church and 
college at Tattaraceri, three leagues N. E. from Coclti11, 

in the year of Collam, 816, A. D. 1673, by grant and 
privilege of Parumpadapil, the king of Cocltin. About 
four hundred persons were yearly baptized there from 

Heathenism. 
The old seminary of Vcrapoli was built lGS2, but the 

Propaganda Society added another college for twelve Lati;1 
youths and eighteen native clergy of the Syrian ritual. 
This number varied according to the remittances of the 
Society of Rome. 

(B.) 

Tl1e Bisltopsfrom Antioch. 

The foreign Jacobite bishops sent to govern the Church 
jn l\falabar, all professed to come from the Patriarch of 
Antioch, which they called the Head of the Christian 
,vorld. Joseph of Cranganore, who wrote A. D. 1502, 
:,ays that St. Peter, wlten lie went from Antioch to Rome, 

left there Ids vicar, and lte it is who governs the Cl1urcl£ 

in _the .East-Indit-s, and is called Catholica. He ~ay::; 



that this bishop resided in ,\i-:.11 nia, and that he ordained 
Indians, all(I tlwn arldii, '' ll1Jcm agunt Christiani omne3 
Indi, et regni Cataii. Eorum Pontifcx Catholica <licitur, 

fertque tonsuram instar crucis; pra-ficit Patriarchas suos, 

alterum in India, in Cataia alterum." The synod of Di­
amper, liiUO, confirms this testimony; and Henaudot, p. 
230, says that the Nestorians and Jacobites, when the 
orthodox were driven from Scleucia, both took tin title of 
Catholic Patriarch, calle1l by the Arahs, Yatldik, by 
:Marco Paulo, Zatolik. '.l'his name the Jacobites, from 
hatred to the Nestorians, changed for the title .illafrian; 

·whence many Jacobite bishops, coming to l\lalabar, called 
themselves .'llofrians or .llajrians. Both Nestorians and 

Jacobitcs maintained the supremacy of the sec of Antioch, 

an opinion which still prevails among the schismatics of 
l\lalabar. " Under the reign of Justinian, they began to 
call those prelates who were superior to metropolitans, 

and had several under them, Catlwlili: therl' were at first 
two, one of Persia, the other of',\rmenia [from this last 

Joseph of Cranganore deduces the succession of l\lalabar 
priests,] who remained i11 the Jacobite Church. The Nes­
torians who were established at Seleucia and Ctesiphou, 
having renounced obedience to the orthodox whom they 

had succeeded, and having despoiled them of all authority 

under the protection of the last king of Persia, took the 
title of Catholici, and ~1ave preserved it ever since, adding 
to it that of Patriarch, being the chiefs of all the Nestorian 
communion. fo fine, it has become so affected by the 

Ncstorian patriarchs, that the Jacobitcs, in hatred of that 
sect, having in their Church true Catlwlici, have begtm, 

in the last five hun~rcd years, to give them the title of 
- .ill of riart," 
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The same writer says," The Jacobites of the Chucch of 

Alexander had a true ordination and succession, from 

Dioscorus down to Benjamin, a!> other Jacobite prelates of 

the Church of Antioch had a legitimate succession from 
Scvc,-us, the lawful bishop of that see." Therefore some 

of those Jacobites who ha,ve come into l\Ialabar ha\'e true 

ordination. On the extent of the jurisdiction of Antioch, 

Nilus Doxopatrius apud Allatium I. i. c. 9. 16G. "'"TEl;;GE• 

a:>r"'"'"'' 'T~f A"''"''• "'"'' Av"'"ToA,iv, <UJ'T'l• 'TE "T,iv hd'1"'•· 
India, therefore, was anciently subject to Antioch, but 

the Jacobite patriarchs of that see sent no bishop there, 

because they were hindered by the Nrstorian prelates in 
Seleu.-:ia, Bdessa, Nisibis, Ilalsora, of Persia; in l\Ierv of 
Iihorassan; in Aria, in Cashar, in l\lalabar; who, main­
taining their old riglit, drove the others out. India is 
reckoned the thirteenth, or last of the Nestorian sees, and 
in the seventh century was joined to the see of China­

,, 11/etropolittin of India and China." But in the third 

century after lUahomet, when the Jacobites increased in 
11umbers and power, they began gradually to drive the 
Nestorians out, and establish their own seat, not only in 

Persia, but in India; whence it happened, that, in spite of 
the Portuguese and the Nestorians also, they came into 

::\Ialabar, and opposed the errors of Dioscorus to the heresy 

of .Nestorius. Jacobus, th_e propagator of the errors of 

Dioscorus, lived about the middle of the sixth century, and 
preached the ll1011opl1ysilc doctrine. The iilalaLar Nes­

luri:rns clways used Syriac in their liturgies. 
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(C.) 

To the yenr 1665, when Gregorius, the Jacobite patriarch, 
came from Antioch, the schismatic followers of Thomas de 
Campo followed the orthodox faith of the Synod of Diamc 
per, differing in nothing but that they obeyed Thomas, 
their pseudo-bishop, though unconfirmed by the pope. Ilut 
A. D. IG65, when t!Je Jacobite heresy was brought in and 
the old orthodox faith was rejected, these scbismatics were 
called Puttcn, i. c. new Christians; and the Catholics, 
Pageda, i. e. old Christians-names which they keep to 
this day. 

(D.) 

Gregorius.-They reverence him as a saint, and trace 
their present faith to him. There arc many l\lalabar songs 
about him, which were found by Paulinus at Pana, where 
Gregory was buried. He enumerates his heretical doctrines 
,1s follows:-

lst. That the Pope and Nestorius were heretics. 
2d. That Antioch is the head and mother of the worid. 
3d. That Christ had one nature, the divine. 
4th. That the Holy Spirit proceeds only from the 

rather. 
~th. 'l'hat there is no purgatory. 
Gth. That leavcneJ bread should he userl in the cucharist. 

ilh. That the ofiiciating priest should wear the pluviafo, 

but not the camla. 

8th. That Lent should begin ten days later than it i0 

commenced by Catholics. 



11:'hey keep the ann:\-~rsdry of his death with great 
!;Olemnity, and visit l1i3 tomh. 

Joseph of Cranganore thus describes the customs :ind 

doctrines of the Christians of St. Thomas, beft,i·e thl' arrival 
of the Portugueso. They had priests, tlearr n~, and sub­

deacons-sacerdotes, levitas, hypodiacono~; they did not 

baptize infants before the fortieth day after their birth, 
except in case of danger; they confessed; received the 
cucharist; sprinkled themselYes with holy water; prayed 
for the dead; they used unleavened bread, and wine pressed 

from ripe grapes, in the S"acrament; admitted of no dirnrce; 
widows ditl not marry within the year of their widowhood; 
they abstained from food from the day of the preparation 
to Easter; they kept the fast of Lent and Adrnnt rigidly; 
men made wills, and if they died intestate, those nearest to 
them in blood were their next heirs; they hpt the feasts of 

·Easter, Pentecost, Ascension, Epiphany, the Holy Trinity, 

all the Apostles, the Assumption, the Nativity, and the 

Purification of the Virgin; they hatl monks fo·ing in celi­

bacy; they communicated three times a year ; they kept 
1ne first day of July (which is the third with us) in honour 
of the translation of the body of St. Thomas; they gave 
1heir daughters a marriage portion, and did not admit thelll 
rn inherit; they hatl no e:i:treme unction. This is Joseph's 

account. Francis de Souza ascribes more ~cstorian error~ 

to them. 

(E.) 

Illar Johamus and ;~Jar Ba5ilius. 

1~5. They rc-jected tlir. council of Cbalceclon ; deniC'J 

1\,() procession of the Spirit from tl1e Son; dcaied two 
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Qaturcs in Christ; denied purgatory; diil not celcbrato 

mass in Lent, nor sutler it to be said except on Sundays, 

which arc not fast <lays; they denied the beatific vision to 

be immediate after death ; taught to pray standing, not 

kneeling; allowed priests to marry-whence many i\lala­
bar priests took wives, contrary to former custom ; ab­

stained from things strangled, &c. l\Iar Johannes removed 

grave~ images an<l crosses from the churches, but allowed 

\'P.ncra.tion to pictures. 

(F.) 

Thomes de Campo V., being a Jacobite, opposed Ga:. 
1,riel the Nestorian, subscribed the supplicatory memorial 

from Rapolin to the pope by the schismatics, A. D. li04, 
(viclc Raulin and Assem. Bibi. Orient. IV. p. 300.) Uc 
lived partly at Pattona PaT1.a, partly at Rap,,lin, partly 

at Cotteta and Xero11etta. All his intrigues were dther 

to be appointed bishop by the pope, or by the patriarch 

(Ignatius,) that so he might be able to expel the foreigners; 

~l"hether Catholic or Jacobi!e. 

(G.) 

Thomm de Campo FI., A. D. 1720, wrote to Ignatius, 
the Patriarch of Antioch, requesting him to send a Jacobite 

mc:tropolitan or bishop, who might oppose the Francs in 

!\lalahar, a11,l consecrate him. The letter was sC'nt to 

Amst,•rdam~ and the t>rop?.ganJ:i Socic:y hearing of it, 
<letl.!rmined to ~encl some i\laronite monks to l\falahar, to 

01Jposc the new prel?.tc on his arrival. 'l'his letter of 

Thoma~ is given in .-:iyriac, from the arch.ivcs of the_Propa• 

X 



ganda Society, by Asseman, T. IV. p. 464-467. His 
baptismal name was Ausepu, or Joseph; his Episcopal 
name, l\lar Dionysius. Paulinus visited him, December 

22d, 1785, at Nci·anatta, together with Alexander of Cal­
lurcatta, to attempt his conversion. He found him in the 
midst of catanars, with a long white beard; a silver crook, 
bent back at the top in the Greek fashion, in his hand; 
dressed in a pontific:ial robe; wearing on his head a round 
mitre, in the manner of the Eastern bishops, embroidered 
with a cross, which was covered by a white veil flowing 
from his head upon his shoulders. He found him (he says) 
cunning and intractable, deferring his con version, and 

anxious that his nephew should succeed him. "I knew," 
says Paulin, " the beast by his horns, and leaving him, 
hastened back to Callurcutta." 

(H.) 

Jllar Basilius. 

II avoit sur la tete une espece do capuchon noir de toile, 
dont le sommet ctoit seme de croix, et une toque blanche 
pardessus. Anquetil. C. c. p. 163. 

The liturgy which he brought into l\Ialabar was that of 
St. James, written at ftlardin, the residence of the Patri­
arch of Antioch. 

ftlar Grcgorius, 

Called, by An'luetil, Georgius. 

His profession of faith is thus given by Anqoetil, p.157 :­
Nos, Syru3 Jocobita orthodoxus Christianus jure laudatus, 

r.rcdimus et confitcmur sccundum fidcm trium SS. concilio-
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1·um-Nic. Constant. et Ephes.-( contra Ncstorium,) Chris• 
tum Dcum nostrum Dcum perfectum, et filium hominis 

perfectum esse, sicut nos, excepto peccato, in unitate admi­

rabili et mirifica, sine separatione et sine mixtione, unam 
pcrsonam et unam naturam ii.carnatum veri Dei incarnati. 
Ila'c scripsi manu mea <lebili ego Chorepiscopus Georgius 
Syrus Jacobita ex urbe Ilaleb A. D. I i58. 1st Jan. 0. S. 
12th Jan. N. S. 

Paulinus says he was informed by l"an To11gcrn, the 
Dutch Company's interpreter at Cochin, a respectable man 
antl a Catholic, that the Dutch paid for the passage of these 
three bishops (Basilius, Gregorius, and Johannes) 12,000 
rupees (GOOO crowns,) and that the schismatics, refusing to 
pay the money, after a long suit, were compelled by the 
king of Travancore, A. D. 1775, to pay it, and thus pro­
cured the consecration of Thomas, or Joseph. Ily this 
means, he (with the name of l\lar Dionysius) taking the 
government of the Church, and a stipend being assigned to 
the surviving foreigner Jo!tannes, the former leuds that had 
lasted so manj years were allayed. There is an Arabic 
letter preserved in the records of the mission at Verapoli, 
written by the deacon .1ll arlul and the prie~t :Elias, A. D. 
17.'.i{i, July 11 th, from Aleppo to the priest Slwkerullali in 
~lalabar, the companion of these three bishops, in which 
they sal•Jle Bishop Grcgori1ts, and acknowledge him as a 
true bishop, and mention him as intimate with another 
Bishop Georgius at Alcppo.-See also Anquetil (lib. Cit. 
p. 162 sqq.) who saw and talked with those bishops, and 
Jearn"d much of them from Van Vccl1tcn, the secretary of 
Cochin. 'l'here is no doubt therefore of the validity of 
1'Iar Dionysius's consecration, if the proper form was used. 

Jllar Basilius, one day before his death, consecrated an-



other native, called CaltUlllangnaden, by tl1c name of 1llar 

Cyrillus. There are many doubtful stories told of him; for 
he was driven into exile at Anlwr, by Dionysius. 

Paulinus makes the following reflection on the series of 

schismatic bishops : " Ex iis palam fit, 
I. " Veram ac sinceram horum schismaticorum episc()­

porum conversionem rarissimam esse; cum iis omnino caute 
ac prudenter procedendum, nee non nisi scria rerum peri-­
clitatione et pendere fidendum esse. 

2. " Verecundie et pudori locum relinqui Catholic.is, dum 
vident tanto zelo et ausu Antistites schismaticos et hrereti­

cos errorum suorum monstra pl'Opogare, quantum vix habent 
A,ptistites Catholici h1 vera E,eligione dilatanda." 

Cochin. 

A. D. 1557. The church of the Holy Cross at Cochin, 

at the request of Sebastian, king of Portugal, was made a 
;::athedral by Paul IV. Before that time, the church was 

governed by one rector and six prebendaries. 
There was also in the city a convent of the order of 

preachers, another of Franciscans, and a college of Jesuits, 
public schools, a house for strang1:rs, and several churches, 
11·hich were all destroyrcl by the Dutch, 1663, except the 

d1urch of St. :Francis, belonging to the Franciscans, in the 
micldle of the town, which they preserved for their own 
use. 'l'hcy made a public godown of the cathedral. The 

Ilishop of Cochin was empowerecl to take charge of the 
s1e of Goa, in case of yacancy. 

All those places and churches which run towards the 

;;,Onth in the peninsula of Cochin, from Angicaimal and ,, 
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Bcndurti, an<l the whole tract from the rivers to the sea 
(i. c. all the back-water,) one league inland, arc dependent 
on the Bishop of Cochin. The diocese therefore extends 

from the town of Cochin along the whole shore to Cape 
Comorin, and from thence stretching eastward to the fishing 
coast, reaches to the city of Negapatam, on the Coromandcl 
coast. On the Malabar coast they reckon forty-two churches, 
formerly in the hands of the Jesuits, then of the Francis­
cans, and afterwards the nati,·c priests of Goa. :From 
1542, Francis Xavier laboured along the whole of ,bis 
tract, and founded most of the churches from ~uilon to the 
Cape. The more famous churchc-s, from Cochin to the 
Cape, arc-St. Andrew, founded in 15::31, (where an infi­
nite number of Heathens and Christians go annually to the 
feast of St. Sebastian, on the 20th January,) Quilon, An­
jcngo, Valiatorra, Tiruvancor, Cottcta Coleci, Cariapat­
nam, Vadakcncollum; and on the fishing coast, the church 

of l\Ianapur and Tutucuri (156G), founded by Gcorgius 
Thcmud, of the order of preachers, Bishop of Cochin ; the 
church of Vay pin, l\Iattincera, Pallurti, St. Luis, Castella. 
Angicaimal, Ccttiati, l\Ianachord, St. Andrew, and others, 
in the grorns and land subject to the Dutch East-India 
Company, arc under the vicar apostolic; and the Portu~ 

gucsc Bishop of Cochin is obliged to keep at a distance 
from these places, and, while he is in his diocese, resides 
at Quilon, Anjcngo, or some other place on the coast of 
Tra,·ancore. In the jurisdiction of the vicar apostolic, the 
hcatl of which is the church of St. Joseph, at V crapoli, 
three leagues from Cochin, exclusive of the Christians of 
St. Thomas (who follow the Syriac ritual,) there are of the 
Latin ritual about 60,000 Christians, conv~rtcd within 
about one century, and subject to the Dutch, 

X2 



St. Tlwmas, the Apostle of Indw. 

The constant tradition among all sects of Christia'ls is, 
tliat St. Thomas the Apostle came and preached at the 
town of Jllaliapour, on the coast of Coromandel, and, after 
great success in his labours, suffered martyrdom at a hill 
called Calamina; that, after his death, his disciples, being 
driven thence by persectttion, went across the Peninsula to 
the opposite coast of l\lalabar, where they found refuge in 
the hills of Travanco1·c. The Arabs have this tradition, 
as also the Heathens of Travancorc, with little ,·ariation. 
-Renaudot: Anc. Rei. des lndes; G. Spilberg. Ind. 
Orient. part ,·ii. page 9-1 ; Ilobertson, vol. I. 

Tillemont, La Crozr, &c., maintain that it was not the 
apostle, hut Thomas, the disciple of :Manes, A. D. 277, that 
first preached Christianity in India. But that idea seems 
to be false, for two reasons: first, because the constant tra­
dition is for the apostle; secondly, hecause Epiphanius, in 
l1is history of- l\lanes and his disciples, says that Thomas 
fled, not to India, but to Jud(Xa, where l\lanes was taken 
by the king of P!lrsia. Epiphan. T. ii. p. 629. ,ve are 
also !old by Epiphanius, that l\la,1es found at Cashar 
bishops, presbyters, and deacons, with a large body of 
orthodox Christians, who banished him for his heresy. 
This establishment implies the introduction of Christianity 
at a much earlier date. We know from Eusehius, that 
Panta:nus, who flourished A. D. 180, found the Gospel of 
St. l\latthew in Jllalabar. In the Council of Nice we find 
Johannes, Bishop of India, 1\lagna, and Persia; and the 

testimony of Cosmas lndicopleustcs is express:-" In Ta­

brobana inrnla ad interiorem Indiam, ubi fodicum pelag...i, 



ex tat, Ecclr:sia Christianorum habetur, uhi clerici, et lidcles 

reperiuntur; nn ulterius C'tiarn, ignoro. Siniliter in JI/ale 

ut vocant (unde .l\Jalaba) ube gignitur piper. In Callianii 

\"ero (sic nuncupant) Episcopus est, in Persi<le or<linari 

solitus." 
Jerome, Gregory, an<l Nicephorus mention the apostle's 

labours in In<lia as the commonly received opinion of the 

Church in their time. The two .l\fahometan travellers in 

the ninth century, foun<l a place on the coast called Bcitou­
ma, or Beit- Toma, the sepulchre of Thomas. Amru, a 

Syrian writer in Asseman (Diss. de Syr. Nest. p. 3-t,) tells 

us that " the sepulchre of the apostle is foun<l in the island 

11/cilan, in lnclia, to the right of the altar in the monastery 

de<licatc<l to his honour." By 11/cilan is probably meant 

the town of lllaliapour. That there was a Nestorian mo­

nastery as well in Jllaliapour, or St. Thome, as in Edapuli 

an<l Angamale, we are informed by 'fhomas Jaballaha, 

Jacobus, and Dcnha, A. D. 1504. Viele Chron. E<lcss. ap. 

Assem. tom. i. p. 3U9. 

The Roman l\Iartyrology says, the apostle suffered mar­

tyrdom in India. Cujus (St. Thom;c) reliqui;r. primo ad 

urbem Ec1essam, deitcle Othonam translat;c sunt. Now tl1c 

ancient Nestorians, and at this day the Catholic Christians, 

celebrate the removal of his remains on the first <lay of 

July every year, and call it Dohorana. Joseph. Crang. 

cap. 134.-Calainina, where the I\lartyrology* places his 

burial, is not now foun<l in In<lia. F. Paulin conjectures 

•- Sophronius also assigns the same plac~. "Thomas Apostol11~, 
Parthis et Persis et Carmanis et Ilircanis et Dactris et i\la~i~ (i. r,. 

Brahmanibus, qu. maha, i. e. Magnis) pncdicnvit eYangelium Domi.oi\ 
Dormivit in Civitatc Cahuoin~, qu.c est lndi~. 



that the word might have been corrupted from Calmelmina 
(e Saxo,) and so mean a rock in the neighbourhood of 
Maliapour, where St. Thomas was martyred-called now 
JJionte Pequeno by the Portuguese, the Little· Hill, the 
Jlount. It is still a place of pilgrimage to Syrians, Arabs, 
and Armenians (both Catholic and Protestant,) and even 
the Heathens pray to him, and keep a lamp burning there. 
Their fable is, that the apostle talked with their god Vishnu. 
A tradition so constant among people so distant from each 
other, and so opposite in religious faith, is not lightly to be 
rejected. 

The king under whom St. Thomas suffered, seems to 
have been the famous Salivahan, who died A. D. 78. lie 
reigned in Pattan, and is the same with the Saraganus of 
Arrian. 

On the doors of the Basilica of St. Paul, in the Ostian 
Road, carved at Constantinople A. D. 1070, there are 
figures of St. Thomas and Pant.enus. The latter holds 
the Gospel of St. Matthew, and the martyrdom of St. 
Thomas is thus commemorated:-

O ArI0~ enMA~ AOXI TTTO IN~IA TEAHTTE. 

S. Thomas lancea in India moritur. 

The church of l\laliapour, from the death of the apostle, 
languished till A. D. HlOG, when Paul V. erected it into a 
see. The patronago had been given to the kings of Por­
tugal by Paul III., A. D. 1534. The whole coast of Coro­
mandel, from Negapatam northwards, the kingdom of 
Oris.sa, Bengal, and Peru, were subjected to the Bishop of 
St. Thome, A. D. JGOG. 

The cleft in the rock which is now shown as the tomb cl 



the apostle, was opened by D. Josephus Pinbeirus, Bishop 

of St. Thome, A. D. 1729, and the childish fables and pre­

tended miracles that have been industriously propagated 

to increase the reputation of their monastery, have thrown 

a shade of unmerited suspicion on the venerable tradition of 

antiquity and the testimony of many ancient write.-s. 

Letter from Bishop Ileber to tlic Rev. D. Schreyvogel. 

Cliillumbrum, March 21, 182G-. 
REVEREND 'I\XD DIUR Sm, 

I wrote yesterday to Dr. C.:emmcrn, to "xprcss my 

r-cgret at not being able to visit JOU at Tranqucbar. Since 

that time, having again looked over your letter to me, as 
well as that which you sent on the subject of distinctions 

of caste, and of other customs yet remaining among the 

native Christians, which you reprobate as heathenish and 

improper, I have been !eel to wish for some explanation of 

those customs and of your reasons for oLjccting to them, 

of which the latter, as expressed in those papers (to deal 

freely with you,) <lo not seem to me satisfactory. ""ith 

regard to tl1e clistinctions cf castr, as yet maintained by 

professing Christians, it appears that they arc manifr:stcJ 

( a) in desiring srparatr seats at church; (l,) in going up oi 

<li[erent times to receive the holy communion; (c) in in­

f>isting on their children having clilforc.1t siclcs of the school; 

(d) in refusing to eat, drink, or associ,ttc with those of ,1 

different caste. 

:i\'ow it is desireaLlc to know whctlic-r these arc insistr,d 

on as religious, or as merely cicil clistinctirrns; wl1cthcr ?.~ 
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urismg from a greater supposed purity and blessedness iu 
the soodras over the pariars ; or whether they are not 
tadges of nobility and ancient pedigree, such as those 

which in Spain, even among the poorest classes, divide 
1he old Spaniards and Castilians from persons of mixed 
blood-and in the United States of North-America entirely 
exclude Negroes and l\lulattos, however free and wealthy, 
from familiar intercourse with the whites; also whether the 
Christians of high caste adhere to these distinctions, as 
supposing that there is any real vallLe in them, or merely 
out of fear to lose the society and respect of their neigh­
bours and relations. If these questions are answered in 
the affirmative (as they have been very solemnly by the 
Rev. Christian David, in answer to' my repeated inquiries,) 
I confess that I do not think the evil so great as to be 
insufferable, or to justify the ministers of Christ in repelling 
from the communion those who adhere to them, though it 

may be that the spirit of pride (from which they flow) 
should by gentle means be corrected as far as possible. 
We all know that, in Europe, persons of noble. birth or 
great fortm1e claim and possess precedence in our churches, 
and I have already observed that the whites take the same 
priority to themselves in America. But thore is no reason 
for this but custom, inasmuch as a gentleman and a beggar 
are as much equals in God's sight as a soodra and a pariar, 
The reason why a Christian gentleman conforms to these 
rules is, because, by acting differently, he would lose his 
influence with those of his own degree in society; and a 
soodra may say the same thing, and does say'it. It seems 
1hen to me, that this distinction of castes in church may 
;.till be allowed to continue, provided due care is taken to 

1each our congrcga~ions that they are all naturally equal. 
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\Vith regard to their privale meals and social intercourse, 
;, seems to me that we have still less business to interfere ; 
" for meat and drink destroy not him for whom Christ 

died." In the schools, indeed, and among the chlldren, 
taking places, &c., must be arranged, as it appears to me, 
without regard to caste; but even here caution should be 
observed, to disgust no man needlessly. 

I perceive you object very strongly to certain ceremonies 
usual in marriages, such as going in procession through the 
streets with music, erecting a pendal, &c. On what grounds 

of reason or Scripture do you object to these? Arc they 
idolatrous? arc they necessarily or usually attended with 
uncleanness or indecency? In what respect do they essen­
tially differ from those ancient ceremonies which arc known 
on the like occasions to have been practised among the 
Jews, to which both the propl1ets and our Saviour make 
repeated allusions without ever blaming them, and which, 
judging from analogJ, must have been practised at that 
very marriage of Cana which our Lord sanctioned by his 

presence 1 
Again it appears that one of your principal causes of 

complaint against the Danish government has been, that 
they would not sanction the sentence of excommunication 
pronounced against a person who had dancing girls in his 
house, and another who had acted some theafrical part. 
Now hc,1'e, too, I mucl1 want information. ,v ere the dances 
indecent in themselves 1 \Vere the performers persons of 
notoriously indecent character, prostitutes, or serva11ts of 
some Ileatlien temple; or did you object to tlrn dancing 

itself as unchristian, and a fit grounu for excommunication? 
In like manner, was the acting on a public stage, and for 

money? was the drama indecent or immoral? or was it (as 
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Hom the little which I yet ~now of Indian customs I am lecl 

to suspect) one of those masked fooleries in which the 
common people of Germany and England often indulge a.t 

Christmas and harvest-home ; and which, though they may 

sometimes be abused, are not regarded as in themselves 

criminal, or worthy of ecclesiastical censure? 

My reasons for asking information on these subjects will 

be plain, when I mention that the question of caste, ancl of 

such practices as these, has been referred to my considera­

tion both by the Christians and missionaries of Y ep~ry, ancl 

that, in order to gain more light on the subject, a Select 

Committee of the Society for Promoting Christian l{now­
ledge has been at my desire appointed. In the meantime 

I am mos'! anxious to learn from every quarter, es~cially 

from a Christian minister of your experience ancl high 

character, the real truth ,of the case. God forbid that we 

:;Jwulcl enco1,1rage or suffer any of our converts to go on in 

practices either antichri~tian or immoral! but (I will speak 

plainly with you as one brother in Christ 9hould with an­

other) I have also some foars that recent rnis~ionaries have 

been more :icrupulous in these matters than need requires, 

and than was thought fit by Swartz and his companions. 
God forbid that we should wink at sin ! But God forbid 

also that we should make the narrow ga,tc of life narron er 

than Christ has made it, er deal less farnurably \Yith tl:e 

prejudices of this people than St. l'aul and the primitive 

Church dealt with the almost ~.:milar prejudices of t!1c 

Jc\~ isb com·erts ! 

It has occurred to me, that if 0ith0r your or Dr. Ca,m­

mercr. (to whom pray olTcr my best wishes and rcspec'.,) 

could find time on Easter-:Mond<1y to come owr to meet 

mci at Tanjore, my doubts might be th~ better durc,I (•re 
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way or the other, and other matters might be discussed in 
a few words, of much advantage to the cause of missions in 

this country. 
I remain, Reverend end dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
REGINALD CALCUTTA. 

( Private.) 

:;\fy DEAR SIR, 

,vm you have the goodness to communicate, in any way 
which is most proper and usual, the purport of the enclosed 

• letter to the Rajah Serboojee 1 It seems no more than 
right to make him some acknowledgment for his civilities. 
And, though I have very little hope of his now sending his 
son to Calcutta, the advantage to the young man would be 
so great, that it is well to leave him an opening (in case of 
his changing his mind) to renew the negociation. I conclude 
that they are aware, or you will perhaps have the goodness 
to explai!I to them, that I neither expect, nor could under 
any circumstances receive, any remuneration for the part 
which I might take in instructing him ; and that he would 
have his option, either to occupy a part of my house rent­
frce, or to hire one in the neighbourhood. 

To yourself and l\Irs. :Fyfe, for the kindness and hospi­
tality which you have shown to us all, both in sickness and 
in health-as well as the impression which your agreeable 
society has left on my mind-what can l say more than I 

• have already said-or to express all that I feel 1 God bless 
you both, and make you long happy in each other and in 
your children! I am sorry to say that we have anothe1· 

y 
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invalid in our party, poor Robinson being very far from 

well this morning. 
Believe me, dear Sir, ever most truly yours, 

REGINALD CALCUTTA. 
Triclzinopoly, April 1st. 

Trichinopoly, April Jst, 1826. 
?th DEAR Sm, 

l\Iay I request you to convey to his highness the Maha• 
Rajah of Ta11jore, the expression of my best thanks for 
the kind and gratifying attentions with which his highness 
has honoured myself and my party during our visit to 
Tanjo'l'e, and the assurance that I shall, through life, con­
tinue to recollect with pleasure my introduction to the ac• 
quaintance of a prince so much distinguished by his virtues 

and talents, as well as by his courteous and condescending 
manners, and the variety of his accomplishments. 

I feel much flattered by the manner in which his high­
ness has been pleased to speak of my offer to superintend 
the education of the Prince Sewajee, in the event of his 
being willing to give me the pleasure of his company in my 
present tour, and afterwards to accompany me to Calcutta. 
I regret extremely, though I fully feel and appreciate thlt'I 

cause3 which render this arrangement at present impo~­
sible. Ilut I beg you at the same time to state to his 

highness, tliat, should the improved health of the prince, or 
a bsttel' season of the year make her highness the ranee 
less reluctant to part with him for a time, it would be my' 
:;tudy to make his stay in Calcutta as agreeable and useful 

t() him as possible, both by directing his studies and intro-



251 

.ducing him to the _most distinguished society of the place;. 
and that in health, and every other respect, I would take 
the same care of him as I should, under similar circum­

stances, of a son of my own sovereign. 
I beg you at the same time to olfer my best compliments 

and good wishes to his highness the Prince Sewajee. 
Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful humble servant, 
REGINALD CALCUTTA. 

Captain J. FYFE, &c. &c. &c. 
Residency, Tanjore, 

To DAVID HILL, Esq., Chief Secretary to Govtrnment, 
Fort St. George. 

Sm, 
I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information 

of the honourable the governor in council, that the Lord 
Bishop of Calcutta left this for Trichinopoly last night. 

The Lord llishop visited the rajah on the 28th ultimo, 
and was received in full durbar with all the marks of respect 
suitable to his elevated rank and sacred character. On the 
29th, the rajah returned the visit; ancl on the 30th, his 
lordship paid a private visit to the rajah, of several hours. 

The rajah's character seems to liave excited a good deal 
of interest in the Lord Bishop, His lordship very kindly 

offered, with the assistance of his chaplain, to undertake 
the instruction of the rajah's son in various branches of 
English literature and science; but though the rajah anti 

h!s ~on are very highly gratified and flattered by such "· 
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and the rajah himself more particularly is fully sensible of 
the inestimable advantages which his son would derive 

from the society and instruction of a person of the Lord 
Bishop's shining abilities and extensive acquirements, there 
are unfortunately insuperable objections to the arrange­
ment. The young man's mother will on no ar.count con­
sent to it. " He is (she says) her darling and only son, 
and nothing but death shall ever separate them. ,vhen 
she Wf'nt on the pilgrimage to Benares, and left him at 
Tanjore, she was near losing him, and no persuasion on 
earth shall ever again induce her to part from him." I 
foresaw this decision. It was not to be expected tl1at an 
affectionate mother would sacrifice her own feelings for 
advantages which she cannot be supposed capable of fully 
appreciating. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

JOHN FYFE, Resident, 
Tanjore, April 1st, 1826. 

To DAVID H1LL, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, 
Fort St. George. 

~m, 
I have already informed the government of the gratifi­

cation which the rajah derived from the kind and disinter­
ested proposal of the late Bishop Heber to superintend the 
education of his son. His highness was very sensibly 

affected by this and othc1· instanc1;s of attention and consi-
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deration which he received from his lordship, and, as a. 
testimony of respect for his memory, has subscribed 1000 
rupees to his monument. 

This spontaneous tribute of admiration and esteem is 

another gratifying proof that the extraordinary fascination 
of the Bishop's character extended over every person who 
came within the sphere of its influence. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

JOHN FYFE, Resident. 
Tanjore, April 3d, 1826. 

The rajah intended to have erected a ma~nificent monu­
ment to the Bishop, entirely at his own expense. This was 

before he had heard that the public had resolved to pay 
such a well-earned tribute to his memory. 

J. F. 

'l'richinopoly, 3d April, 1826. 
G.A.O. 

It is with unfeigned regret that the officer commanding 
at Trichinopoly announces the death, this morning, of the 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Calcutta. 

His lordship's remains will be interred to-morrow morn­
ing, at a quarter before six o'clock, at St. John's Church; 
and the troops, under the command of the officer com­
manding at Trichinopoly, will be under arms a quarter of 
an hour previous thereto, and will form a street from the 
residence of Mr. Bird to St. John's Church1 in the follow-­
ing order;-

Y 2 
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The fifth regiment light cavalry, mounted, will have its 
right resting at the verandah of l\Ir. Bird's house, the files 
from thence will be extended five paces along the road 
leading to St. John's Church-the right of the twentieth 
regiment N. I. will be about twenty paces from the left of 
1he cavalry, and will extend as above directed-the twenty­
seventh regiment N. I. will extend in like manner, with its 
right resting on the left of the twentieth-and H. l\'I. forty­
eighth regiment will thence extend so that its left will rest 
on the gate of the church. 

A carrying party of one scrjeant and twenty-four rank 
and file, under charge of a subaltern, to be fw·nished by 
H. 1\1. forty-eighth regiment. 

As the corpse passes down the line of troops, each file, 
as it nears it, will pay the compliment of presented arms. 

Nine pieces of cannon to be drawn up outside the church 
wall facing the parade ground, from which will be fired 
three salvos after the funeral service has been read. 

His majesty's forty-eighth regiment to furnish its band 
and drummers. 

All officers at the station, Rot on parade with the trooP5, 
are ordered to attend and follow the body in procession. 

Forty-three minute guns, corresponding with the age of 
the late Lord Bishop of Calcutta, to be fired from the 
1Jladura face of the fort, at the time the body leaves l\Ir. 
Bird's house. 

The flag to be hoisted half-mast high, and continue so 

displayed during the day. 
CHARLES EVANS, Fort Adjutant~ 



BRIGADE•M!JOR's OFnCE. 

HEAD QUARTERS SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

Trichinopoly, 3d April, 1826 .. _ 

:0. 0. BY l\1A10R-GENERAL llALL. 

In consequcmce of the death of the Right Reverend the 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta, the officer commanding the divi­

sion directs, that all the officers in the southern division 
will wear mourning for a month from the present date. 

The officer commanding the division also expects that 
all officers off duty in the garrison of Trichinopoly will 

accompany his lordship's remains to the place of interment. 
B!J order 9f Dlajor-General Hall. 

M. :M'NEILL, III. B. S. D. 

Proceedings r,f a meeting of the inhabitants of 1'/adras, 
held at the Government Gardens, on Wednuda!f, 12t!, 
April, IS-l6--the Honourable Sir THOMAS l\IuNno, 
Bart., K. C. B., in the chair. 

Sir T11011us l\luNno, on taking the chair, addressed tho 

meeting as follows :-

GENTLEllEN, 

We must all deeply laml'nt the melancholy cause of our 

being now assembled here. l\ly own acquaintance with 
our late ~xcellent Bishop was unfortunately but of short 
duration; yet, in that short time, I saw iu him so much to 

admire, that I can hardly trust myself to speak of him as I 
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could wish. There \\'as a charm rn his conversation by 
which in private society he found his way to all hearts, as 
readily as he did to those of his congregation by his elo­

quence in the pulpit. There was about him such candour 
and simplicity of manners, such benevolence, such un­
wearied earnestness in the discharge of his sacred functions, 
and such mildness in his zeal, as would, in any other indi­
vidual, have ensured our esteem. Ilut when these qualities 

are, as they were in him, united to taste, to genius, to high 
station, and to still higher intellectual attainments, they 
form a character, such as his was, eminently ~lculated to 
excite our love and veneration. These sentiments towards 
hiru were every where felt: wherever he passed, in the 

wide range of his visitation, he left behind him the same 
impression. He left all who approached him convinced 
that they never had before seen so rarely gifted a person; 
and that they could never hope to see such a one again. 

The loss of such a man, so suddenly cut off in the midst of 
his useful career, is a public calamity, and ought to be 
followed by an expression of the public feeling. 

Sir RALPH PALIIIER, in moving the first resolution, 

spoke as follows :-
Gentlemen, The honourable chairman having stated the 

object for which we are assembled, and requested such of 
us as are prepared with any proposition which they think 
will accord with the sincere view of the meeting, now to 
state it, I shaJI, with his permission, beg leave to offer one 
resolution to your notice, which I am persuaded will meet 

with your unanimous concurrence. 
Before, however, I do so, I hope it may not be considered 

11n intrusion on my part, or as improperly retarding the 
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expression of your sentiments, if, in addition to what has 
been already so feelingly addressed to you from the chair, 
I too should express one word of sorrow upon the present 

melancholy occasion-sorrow, not for the sake of him 
whose loss we arc lamenting; for to him, whose life was 
full of good works, whose heart was devoted to hi,.s God, 
whose faith was pure, and whose hope was sincere ; to 
him, as has been said in another and a more sacred place, 
" To die was gain." But sorrow for those who, from the 
experience of the past, feel what they are deprived of for 
the future-those who were united to him in blood, or 
bound to him in friendship-those who, like myself, can 
trace back the remembrance of him to the period when, in 
that university of which he was one of the brightest orna­
ments, the brilliancy of his early genius drew forth from a 
crowded assemblage of learning and wisdom reiterated 
plaudits, and afforded a sure presage of those splendid 
talents which, ifthcy had not quite attained, were now fast 
ripening into perfection-those, in short, who, whether in 
Europe or in Asia, had the happiness and the honour too 
of being admitted into his social circle, and derived no less 
advantage fror.1 the information which the universality of 
his acquirements enabled him to alford, than pleasure and 
delight from the easy, the affable, the gay, the unassuming 
manner with which that information was always so freely 
imparted; for his was not the religion of the ascetick-his 
was not the learning of the recluse. 

}'or friends who thus knew and loved him, surely the 

Jcar of sonow may be shed. Hut is it for such as these 
only1 Is it upon private friendship alone that the appalling 
stroke of death has now inflicted a grievous wound 1 Alas ! 
it is not. 
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" llush'd be the voice of private wo; 
"The public bleeds."---

lt bleeds indeed! ,vhen we think of what that good 

man has done-what he was doing-and what, under the 
blessing of Providence, it might have\ been hoped he would 
have been enabled to achieve-when we remember the 
many charitable and religious institutions which, fostered 
by his care, aided by his munificence, and guided by his 
counsel, were progressively answering more and more the 
ends for which they were established-when we saw him 
labouring in the great work which he had undertaken, 
with a zeal not less conspicuous for the ardour with which 
it was prosecuted, than for the suavity and conciliation 
with which it was tempered-when we hear of him, to his 
last admiring congregation, and almost with his very latest 
breath, exhorting, " brotherly love to all, witliout distinction 
of rank, caste, or colour"-when we, who so recently were 
eye-witnesses of his conduct, and hearers of his words, and 
can therefore well appreciate the effect which the labours 
and doctrines of such a man were likely to produce-when 
we sec, and hear, and think of these things, may we not 
say that this man was, above all others, the best calculated 
to succeed., in the great undertaking about which he was 
employed? May we not say, that through the instrumen­
tality of such a man, the rays of Christianity at length 
bade fair to spread their cheering and glorious light far and 
wide throughout the continent and islands of India? Must 
we not feel that, grievous and sad as is the privation which 
this sudden and lamented event will occasion to all who 
knew and loved him dearly, yet it is but as a feather in 
the scale-it is but as a bubble in the air-it is but as a 
drop in the waters, when compared with the incalculable 
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Joss which by it the cause of humani,ty and of religion has 

sustained. 
Without trespassing then further, Sir, ortj'our patience, 

upon this melancholy occasion, I shall beg leave to propose • 

as a resolution to be adopted by this meeting-
That, as the character of the late Bishop Heber was re• 

garded with universal love and veneration, and as his life 
was of inestimable value, from the works of piety and bene­
volence which were in a great measure dependent upon it, 
and which were prosecuted with ardour and with the hap­
piest effect to the very hour of its termination, so his death 
has excited the deepest feeling of griP,f in this settlement, 
and is esteemed by the present meeting cl calamity to the 
cause of religion and humanity. 

The venerable Archdeacon VAUGHAN seconded the reso• 

lution. 

On the motien of Lieutenant-General Sir GEORGE 

WALKER, G. C. B., it was 
ReJg/ved, That, in or<!er to perpetuate the sentiments 

entertained by this settlement towards the late beloved and 
revered Bishop, a monument be erected to his memory in 
St. George's Church, and that the Reverend Thomas 
Robinson, the domestic chaplain and esteemed friend of the 
Bishop, be requested to prepare the inscription. 

Upon the second resolution being proposed Sir RonERT 
Co!IIYN sa}d, 

Sir, I beg to second this resolution. The extraordinary 
merits of the late Bishop's public and private life have been 
so lately witnessed by all who hear me, and have just 

now been so feelingly and eloquently dwelt upon by the 
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that I should deem any further allusion to the~ an inex­
cusable detention of this meeting. I will only say, that I 

am mos~ sincerely' convinced that there never was a human 
being who, in so short a space of time, inspired so universal 

a sentiment of attachment and veneration. 
It cannot but he, therefore, a melancholy satisfaction to 

us all, to raise a memorial which may perpetuate our feelings 
towards the late Bishop, and our intense grief at our la­
mentable and irreparable loss; his fame indeed requires no 
such perpetuation ; the noble devotion of his exalted genius 
to the high callings of his office, has raised for him an im­
perishable monument: but it is perhaps a duty we owe to 
ourselves, to convince those who may hereafter succeed to 

these shores, that we did not close our eyes to that light 
"which has shone with such brilliancy among us. 

I need only add, Sir, that, in selecting a hand which shall 

inscribe the marble with our sentiments, it is impossibls to 
fix upon one more fit than l\lr. Robinson's. His high at­
tainments and great regard and friemiship for the Bishop 
ensure the language of truth and feeling in every way .wor­
thy the occasion. 

The Honourable l\fr. GRlEME begged leave to propose, 
That a subscription be opened for the purpose of carrying 

the last resolution ( that proposed by Sir G. \V alker) into 
effect, and that any surplus fund be appropriated in the 
manner best calculated to do honour to Bishop Ileber's 

memory. 
The respect, l\'lr. Gr:eme said, in which our benevolent 

Bishop was held, and the grief at his premature loss, were 

so universal, that it seemed desireable that no individual 
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should be without the opportunity of testifying them accord­
ing to his means, and he would therefore beg to suggest that 

no minimum should be fixecl for the subscription. 

Sir GEORGE R1cKETTs, in seconding this resolution, ex­
pressed himself in the following terms:-

" I beg leave, Sir, to second the resolution: and I have 
to request all those who now hear me to understand, and to 

make it generally unclcrstood, that it is intenclecl that the 
amount of the subscription shall not be regulated by the 

probable ~xpense of the monument which is to be raised, 
but that it shall be unlimited in its amount; and the reso­
lution, therefore, provides that the surplus fund which may 
remain aftc,r discharging the expense of the monument, 

shall be appropriated in the manner best calculated to <lo 

honour to the late Ilishop's memory. It would be prema• 
turc now to suggest any particular mode of appropriating 

that surplus, but it will readily occur to the mincl of every 
one, and will, I think, be as readily assented to, that to 

appropriate it to the furtherance of that great cause for 
which only the late Bishop livecl, and in ,vhich he <lied, 
would, if he is permitted to be sensible of what is passing 
here on earth, and to derive any gratification from it, 
gratify him more than the most splendid monument that 

art ancl wealth could erect to his memory. It is also 

intended that the subscription shall not only be unlimited 
in its amount, but shall also be as universal as possible 

throughout this Presidency, and that every person, however 
low and poor he may be, and of whatever colour he may 

he, who may wish to join in rendering honour to the late 

Bishott's memory, shall be admitted to subscribe the smallest 

s.um, Those who knew the late Bishop will, I am sure, 

z 



be satisfied that, to one of his mind and feelings, the most 
grateful tribute which could be offered to him, would be 
that which, however small it might be, would be rendered 
by the lowly and the poor, by those to whom the light of 
Christianity is new, and who would thus testify their sense 
of the blessings of it, and their veneration for that Church 
of which he was lately the head in this part of the world. 
The highest honour that can be rendered to him will be, 
not so much in the costliness and magnificence of the 

_ monument which may be raised to him, as in the numbers 
of those who shall contribute to raise it. It should be like 
those sepulchral cairns wkich were heaped in former times 
upon the graves of Lhe illustrious dead, by every individual 
of tlm country laying a stone upon them; and every person 
within this Presiciency, high and low, rich and poor, Euro­
pean and Indian, who venerates that religion of which the 
late excellent Bishop was one of the brightest ornaments 
and best supporters, should have the gratification of being 
able to say, " I too have contributed a stone to his monu• 
ment." 

On the motion of Lieutenant-Colonel CoNWAY, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of management be appoint­

ed, consisting of the following persons:-
The Honourable Sir Ralph Palmer, the Honourable l\lr, 

Gr~e, the Honourable Sir R. Comyn, the Honourable 
Sir G. Ricketts, the venerable Archdeacon Vaughan, Lieu• 
tenant-Colonel H. G.A. Taylor, D. Hill, Esq., Lieutenant­
Colonel Agnew, R, Clive, Esq,, Captain Keighly, Rev. R. 
A. Denton, Captain Sim, P, Cator, Esq,, Seth Sam, Esq., 
,v. Scott, Esq,, Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, the Rev. ,v. 
Roy, the Rev. R, W. l\Ioorsom, J. Gwatkin, Esq.; and tha! 
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the Rev. W. Roy and the Rev. R. W. l\Ioorsom be re•. 
quested to officiate as Secretaries, and Mr. Gwatkin as 

Treasurer. 

Mr. ll1LL, in seconding this resolution, spoke as fol­

lows:-
" I bog leave to second the motion. l\ly own name is 

included in the list which has been read, and I shall derive 
a sincere, though melancholy gratification, from testifying, 
by any means in my power, the veneration and affection 
which I entertained for the late Bishop. I shall make it 
a matter of conscience to acquit myself of any trust which 
may be confided to me for the purpose of doing honour to 
his memory; and I take the liberty of proposing that the 
name of Colonel Conway ho added to the list of th.e com'­
mittee." 

On motion of Sir RALPH PALMER, it wa,s 

Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting be presented 
to Sir Ttto:11As MUNRO, for his kindness in acceding to 
the request made to him, that he should preside on the 
present occasion, when the community were anxious that 
their sentiments should be embodied in the manner most 
honourable to the memory of the late Bishop. 

The Rev. \V. RoY rose and spoke as follows:-
" The duty of seconding the resolution which has just 

been read to you, Gentlemen, devolves on me; and although 
it is a resolution which you are doubtless prepared to pass 
by acclamation, were such an expression suitable at such a 
season-a resolution embracing our united sentiments of 

cordial acknowledgment-yct I cannot refrain from adding 
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a few words of address to the distinguished personage who 

ltas condest:ended to preside at our meeting. 

" As a man, I do but faintly express the feelings of this 

numerous, this respectable assembly, when I assure the 

honourable gentleman, that the kindness which he ha,,; 

evinced in taking the chair on this mournful occasion, has 

poured the balm of consolation into our afllicted spirits; 

but, as a minister of the Gospel (using the term in its most 

extensive meaning,) I may be permitted to add, in the 

name of my brethren and myself, that long as we shall 
have reason to deplore the loss which the cause of divine 

truth and humanity has sustained, so long shall we remem- • 

her, with feelings of respect and gratitude, the honour which 

the head of the government has this day shown to the 

memory of him w!Jo was the zealous friend, the affectionate 

brother, of each and ev«:ry the humblest labourer in the 

same vineyard as himself-our revered, our beloved Bi­
shop, 

SJJeech of the llonourable Sir Charles Grey, at a similar 
meeting held in Calcutta. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Before I proceed to any thing else, I am reluctantly 

compelled to correct a seeming mistakt! as to the object of 

this meeting. A notice has appeared this morning, pro­

fessedly by authority, which, though probably well meant, 

has in it something too much of the character of solicitation. 

I know not on what authority it speaks, but the friends of 

the late Bishop are anxious only that expression sqould be 



given to the feeling with which the community regarded 
him. Subscriptions for his monument, if they are the 
spontanP-ous indications of respect and sorrow, will be 

·rnluable testimonies, but not otherwise : and I trust that 
neither solicitation nor influence will be employed to swe!I 
their aniount. 

Leaving this matter, it is with real agitation and em­
barrassment that I find it my duty to mark Out the grounds 
on which this meeting appears to me to have been called 
for. Assuredly it is not that there is any difficulty in 
finding those grounds, nor that I have any apprehension 
that you will not attend to a statement of them with willing­
ness and indulgence: but this is a very public occasion, 
and my feelings arc not entirely of a public nature. Deep 
as my sense is of the loss which the community has sustained, 
yet, do what I will, the sensation which I find uppermost in 
my heart is my own private sorrow for one who was my 

friend in early life. It is just four-and-twenty years, this 
n;onth, since I first became acquainted with him at the 
university, of which he was, beyond all question or compari­
son, the most distinguished student of his time. The name 

of Reginald Heber was in every mouth; his society was 
courted by young and old; he lived in an atmosphere of 

favour, admiration, and regard, from which I havo never 
known any one but himself who ,vould not have d~rivcd, 
and for life, an unsalutary influence. Towards the close of 
his academical career, he crowned his previous honours by 
the production of his " Palestine;" of which single work, 
the fancy, the elegance, and the grace have secured him a 
place in the list of those who bear the proud title of English 
Poets. This, according to usage, Wa3 recited in public; 

and when thil.t scene of his early triumph comes u1.1on my 
Z2 
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i'ncmory, that elovatccl rostrum from which he looked upon 
friendly and admiring faces, that dccoratccl theatre, thoso 
grave forms of ecclesiastical clignitaries mingling with a 

1·esplendent throng of rank and beauty, those antique man­
sions of learning, those venerable groves, refreshing streams, 
ancl shaded walks-the vision is broken by another, in 
which the youthful ancl prcsicling genius of the former scene 
is lying in his distant grave, amongst the sanms of Southern 
lnclia ;-believe me, the contrast is striking, ancl the recol­
lection most painful. 

But you arc not here to listen to cletails of private life. 
If I touch upon one other point, it will be for the purpose 
only of illustrating a feature of his character. He passecl 
some time in foreign travel before lie entered on the duties 
of his profession. The whole continent had not yet been 

re-opened to Eng1ishmen by the swords of the noble lord 
who is near me, and his companions in arms; but in 1he 
eastern part of it the Bisi.top found a field, the more in• 
teresting, on account of its ha,·ing been seldom trodden by 
our countrymen. He kept a valuable journal of his ob­
servations; ancl, when you consicler his youth, the applause 
he had alreacly received, and how tempting, in tho morning 
of life, are the gratifications of literary success, you will 
consider it as a mark of the retiring ancl ingenuous moclesty 
of his character, that he preferred to let the substance of 
his work appear in the humble form of notes to the volumes 
of another. This has beeR before noticed. There is an­
o~her circumstance which I can aclcl, ancl which is not so 
generally known: 'l~his journey, ancl the aspect of those 
vast regions, stimulating a mind which was stored with 
classical learning, had suggested to him a plan of collecting, 

arranging, and illustrating all of a11cient and of modern 
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literature which could unfold the history and throw light 

on the present state of Scythia-that region of mystery 

and fable-that source whence, eleven times in the history 

of man, the living clouds of war have been breathed ovc1· 

all the nations of the South. I can hardly conceive any 

work for which the talents of the author were better adapted; 

hardly any which could have given the world more of de­

light, himself more of glory. I know the interest which he 

took in it; but he had now entered into the service of t)1e 

Church, and, finding that it interfered with his graver du­

ties, he turned from his fascinating pursuit, and condemned 

to temporary oblivion a work which, I trust, may yet be 

given to the public. I mention this, chiefly for the purpose 

of showing how steady was the purpose, how serious the 

views with which he entered on his calling. I am aware 

that thne were inducements to it which some minds will 

be disposed to regard as the only probable ones; but I look 

upon it myself to have been with him a sacrifice of no com­

mon sort. His early celehrity had given him incalculable 

ad,·antages, and evC'ry path of literature was open to him; 

every marl to the temple of fame, every honour which his 

country could a/ford, was in clear prospect before him, 

when he turned to the humble duties of a country church, 

and buried irt his heart those talents which would have 

ministered so largely to worldly vanity, that they might 

spring up in a more precious harvest. He passed many 

years in this situation, iu the enjoyment of as muc-11 J1appi­

ness as the condition of humanity is perhaps capable of­

happy in the choice of his companion, the love of his 

friends, the fond admiration of his family-happy in the 

discharge of his quiet duties and the tranquillity of a satis­

fied CO'llscicncc, It was not, however, from this statii>n 
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that he was called to India: by the voice, I am proud to 
say it, of a part of that profession to which I have th& 
honour to belong, he had been invited to an office which 

few he.\·e held for any length of time without further ad­
vancement. His friends thought it at that time no pre­
sumption to hope, that ere long he might wear the mitre at 
home: but it would not have been like himself to chaffer 
fur prefrrment: he freely and willingly accepted a call 
which led him to more important, though more dangerous 
-alas! I may now say, to fatal labours. 

,vhat he was in India why should I describe 1 You saw 
him: you bear testimony. He l,ias already received in a 
sister Presidency the encomiums of those from whom praise 
is most valuable ; especially of one whose own spotless in• 
tcgrity, and a sincerity far above suspicion, make every word 
of commendation which is drawn from him of tenfold ~alue. 
I have reason to believe that, short as their acquaintance 
bad been, there arc few from whom the voice of praise 
woulu have sounded more gratcftilly to him who was the 
subject of it. Would that he might have lived to hear it ! 
What sentiments were entertained of him in this metro• 
polis of India your presence testifies: and I feel myself 
authorizrd to say, that if the noble person who holds the 
highest station in this country had been unfettered by 
usage, if he had consulted only his own incli1aations and his 
regard for the Bislwp, he would havl:' been the foremost 
upon this occasion to manifest his participation in the feel­
ings which arc common to us all. \Vhen a stamp has been 

thus given to his character, it may seem only to be disturb­

ing the impression., to renew, in any manner, your view of 
it; yet, if you will grant me your patience for a few mo• 

ments, I shall have a rnclaocholy pleasure in pointing out 
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some features of it which appoar to 01e to have been tho 

most remarkable. 

The first which l woulcl notice, was that cheerfulness and 

alacrity of spirit, which, thou.11;h it may seem to be a common 

quality, is, in some circumstances, of rare value. To this 

large assemblage I fear I might appeal in vain, if I were to 

ask that he ~hould step forward who had never known his 

spirit sink when he thought of his native home, and felt 

that a portion of his heart was in a distant land ; who had 

never been irritated by the annoyance, or embittered by 

1hc disappointment of India. I feel shame to say that I am 

not the man who could answer the appeal. 'l'he Bishop 

was the only one whom I have ever known who wa~ entirely 

master of these feelings. Disappointments and annoyance 

came to him as they come to all, but he met and overcame 

them with a smile; and, when he has known a different 

effect produced on others, it was his usual wish that " they 

were but as happy as himself." Connected with this ala­

crity of spirit, and in some degree springing out of it, was 

his activity.· I apprehend that fow person~, civil or military, 

have undergone as much bbour, tra-.crsc>cl as much country, 

seen and regulated so much as he had <lone, in tlui small 

portion of time which had elapsed since he entered on his 

office; and, if death had not broken his career, his friends 

know that i1c contemplated no rch,xatio11 of exertions. llut 

this was not a mere restless activity, or the result of tem­

perament. It was united with a fnvent zeal, not fiery nor 

ostentatious, but steady and composed, wl1ich none could 

appreciate but those who intimately knew him. I was 
struck myself, upon the renewal of our acquaintance, by 

nothing so much as by observing that, though he talked 

with animation on all subjects, them was nothing on which 
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his intellect was bent, no prospect on which his imagination 
dwelt, no thought which occupied habitually his vacant 
moments, but the furtherance of the great design, of which 

he had been made the principal instrument in this country. 
Of the same unobtrusive character was the piety which filled 
his heart. It is seldom that of so much there is so little 
ostentation. All here knew his good-natured and unpre­
tending manner: but I have seen unequivocal testimonies, 
,both before and since his death, that under that cheerful 
and gay aspect there were feelings of serious and unremit­
ting devotion, of perfect resignation, of tender kindness for 
all mankind, which would have done l1onour to a saint. 
When to these qualities you add his desire to conciliate, 
which had every where won all hearts; his amiable de­
meanour, v;hich invited friendships that were confirmed by 
an innocence and purity of manners which bore the most 
scrutinizing examination, you will readily admit thal there 
was in him a rare assemblage of all that most deserves 
esteem and admiration. 

But I will not leave the matter upon these grounds. 
,vhat we do this day, we do in the face of the world ; and 
I am loth to leave it open even to the malignant heart to 
suppose that we have met here on a solemn, but hollow 

pretence ; that we use idle or exaggerated words, or would 
stoop to flattery, even of the dead. The principal ground 
of all on which I hold the death of the Bishop to have been 
a public loss, was the happy fitness and adaptation of his 
character for the situation and circumstances in which he 
was placed. There is no man, whether he be of the laity 
or a churchman, to whom I will yield in earnestness of 
desire to see Christianity propagated and predominant 
throughout the ,vorld ; but it would be sinful, if it were 
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possible, to banish from our recollection the truths which 
the ~xperience of former ages has left for the guidance of 
the present. 

It is an awful, but an unquestionable fact, that a fuller 
knowledge, a more perfect revelation of the will of God, 
has never been communicated rapidly to large rnasscs of 
mankind, without their being thrown into confusion. To 
some it has seemed that religion is so important an clement 
of moral and social order, that no alteration can be made of 
its quality and proportion, without the whole mass dissolving, 
fermenting, and assuming new forms; that, by some mys• 
terious condition of the lot of humanity, all mighty blessings 
are attended by some great evil; that every step to heaven 
is still to be woa by fresh sacrifices and atonements. There 
is another, and I trust a better mode of reasoning on these 
symptoms of interpreting these terrible signs. I will not 
readily believe that religion has been one of the causes of 
disorder; but rather that the vices of meH having prepared 
the crisis, and called for the revulsion and re-action of the 
preservative principles of society, religion has then mani­
fested herself in a more visible and tangible form, and 
come as a ministering angel, only to enable those who were 
stl"llggling for the right, to persevere and to prevail. 

The appalling fact, however, remains not the less indis­
putable, that it is in scenes of extensive disorder, amidst 

mortal strife and terrible misery, that she has achieved her 
greatest triumphs, displayed her strongest powers, and 
made her most rapid advances. ,vhcn Christianity first 

spread itself over the face of the Roman empire, all the 
powers of darkness seemed to be toused to an encounter: 
the storm blew from every point of the compass ; unheard­

of races of men, and monsters of anarchy and misrule., 
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more like the fantastic shapes of a dream than the realities 

of life, appeare~ amongst the gloom ; and that period en­
sued which has been perhaps rightly considered as the mest 

calamitous in the whole history of man. ,vhen that new 

wor)d was discovered, which now presents such fair and 
anirnating prospects, religion was imparted to the southern 
portion of it by carnage and by torture-I say that in 

South-America the ground was cleared by the torch and 
dug by the sword, and the first shoots of Christianity l'.·crc 
moistened with the bl<wd of unolTcnding millions. Again, 
when in Europe the Church cast its old slough, and re­
appeared in somewhat of its pristine simplicity, all Europe 
was convulsed by civil war for a century and a half. ,vi1-
ness in :France those battles, and massacres, an<l assassina­
tions, of the Hugi.coots and Catholics; in Germany, that 
closing. scene of thirty years' confusion, in which the gro­
tesque and barbaric forms of ,vallenstein and Tilly arc 

seen struggling with the indomitable spirit of l\lansficld, 

and the majestic genius of Gustavus Adolphus. ""itness in 
England the downfal of its ancient throne, and the eclipse 
of royalty. Let me not be misunderstood on points such 

as these. There is no one who has rightly considered these 
events, who will not, even while he mourns oYer them, 

admit that it is now better the changes took place, c,·cn 

\t"ith their terrible accompaniments, than that they should 

not have taken place at all. Ilut, whilst I avow this, I 

hope it is not presumptuous tfl breathe a ferYent prayer 
that India may recci,·c the blessing without the attendant 

misery; not faint-heartedness, that I tremble at the possi­

bility of all Sonthern Asia being made a theatre of con­
fusion; not lukewarmness, that, rather than sec religion 

advance 1,1pon the rapid wings of strife, I woultl prefer to 
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wait for her more gradual approach, preceded by commer~e 
and the arts, with peace and knowledge for her handmaids, 
and with all the brightest forms of which human felicity is 

susceptible crowding in her train. I confidently trust that 
there shall one day be erected in Asia a Church, of which 
the corners shall be the corners of the land, and its founda­
tion the Rock of Ages; but when remote posterity have to 
()Xamine its structure, and to trace the progress of its for­
mation, I wish they may not have to record that it was put 
together amidst discord, and noise-, and bloodshed, and con­
fusion of tongues; bot that it rose in quietness and beauty, 
1ik() that new tPmple where "no hammer, or axe, nor any 
tool of iron, was heard whilst it was in building;" or, in 
the words of the Bishop himself-

" No hammer fell, no ponderous axes rung; 
Like eome tall palm the mystic fabric sprung!" 

That such may be the event, many hands, many spirits 
like his, must be engaged in the work: and, because of my 
conviction that they arc rarely to be found, I feel myself 
justified in saying that bis death is a loss, not only to his 
friends, by whom he was loved,-and to his family, of whom 
ho was the idol,-but to England, to India, and to the world. 

TIIE El\"D, 




