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Sowing and Peaping in Forth Dfrica,

HE sagricultural distress among the country Arabs is very great; but
now, after three bad years, abundant rains have fallen. The people,
however, had no seed; so the authorities have stepped in, and offered to
supply corn on credit till the harvest comes. This is eagerly taken up, and
our port is filled with & crowd of camels and donkeys, daily carrying away
the precious corn which has come from Russia. The Arabs believe for the
temporal and we for the spiritual harvest; may we be as wise and diligent
asthey ! The oldest station of the North Africa Mission has lately received
a rich spiritual blessing ; after many years’ sowing, some thirty natives are
reported to have been converted. Praise the Lord! It is blessedly as well
as terribly true that ‘“ whatsoever a man soweth, f2at shall he also reap.”
* * * %*

Special interest has attached to two visits to Kairouan, which seems, in
gome ways, even a harder field than Sousse ; but the opening there is most
encouraging. It was a happy sight, this weelk, to stand amid about sixty
men, women, and little ones, attracted from the unreached hills beyond, or
the *‘ seventy-shrined town ” itself, and there to tell out the blessing of the
Saviour's love and sacrifice. There is a glow, a gracious warmth of heart
and frame, which brings deep joy with it, in such experiences. Nor is the
message always cast aside, but many e time the poor worn face relaxes, and
the love of Jesus awakens a response in the long dormant heart. Our hope
is, to see some Moslem Paul or Luther bursting forth, to do great things for
God ; yet have we need of patience, for it may be that, as in nature, so in
grace, the seed must disappear, and seemingly be lost and ruined for a while
that, after many days, it may be seen again, and then bring forth fruit
abundantly.

'Twas strange to them,—he was placed upon a wide low bench, yet was he
not happy till, stretched on mother earth, he felt safe, for * there was more
room there.” She was an Arab woman, and when she sat upon our stool,
she swayed about till she and it seemed bent on taking, then and there, the
lowest place. She really could not drink milk, she said, it was so baby-like.
At last, she blushed, and covered up her face, and drank it off as if by
stealth ; it was so strange, she thought, for & woman to drink milk. Small
wonder if the gospel light seems strange to such people, who have been
groping always in the darkness, their only guide the poor rushlight of
Islam. But, surely, it is stranger still that here, within a week of England,
are myriads to whom the true Light has never yet been offered.

Sousse, Tunisia, North Africa. T. G. CEURCHER.
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